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FIRE ENGINEERING 


Like an “Ace 
in the Hole’ 


Tre EMERSON 


RESUSCITATOR 


Can be depended on ina tight emergency 





When you encounter critical cases of smoke suffocation, gas 
poisoning, shock or drowning, put your dependence on an “ace” 
that has proved its worth in the research laboratory and in use 
in thousands of cases of advanced asphyxia. 


Now is the time to prepare for the inevitable—be sure—be 
ready not only with a resuscitator but with the best obtainable 
—EMERSON. 


Write for detailed information—check the facts—we will gladly 
demonstrate before your rescue department any time you decide. 
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Get detailed information and prices 
on the complete line of Federal 
Sirens. Write for bulletins today. 


S. STATE ST. 








MODEL 67 
—an all-purpose siren for 
heavy duty, characterized by 
its deep tone 


MODEL 78 
—a double tone coaster siren 
that has a full two-minute roll 


_yMODEL C-6 
—Federal’s.most powerful 
coaster sirert, supreme in sound 
output and coasting 


(The siren and light are on sepa- ° 
rate circuits so that either signal 
will operate independently) 


FEDERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY, Inc. 
SIREN HEADQUARTERS 


Please mention FirE ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Happy New Year 


HERE are many ways of saying “Happy 

New Year" to members of the fire 

service; and a most popular one, for 
many years, has been in the form of long- 
term subscriptions to FIRE ENGINEERING, 
the Journal of the Fire Service. 


® Whether due to the increased emphasis 
being placed on fire protection and the 
growing importance of the fire service in 
controlling the nation's growing fire waste, 
or the fact that FIRE ENGINEERING in 
every way is bigger and better than at any 
time in its 69 years of busy publishing—or 
some other reason—the fact remains that 
the holidays just passed saw a new high in 
this custom of subscription gift-giving. 


@ As an example, take this letter (and its 
enclosed check for $60) from Chief Gordon 
Rouse of the Springville (N. Y.) Fire De- 
partment (organized in 1882): 


“As a token of our appreciation to 
the following Fire Departments for 
aid given us recently, we have voted 
to send each company a year's sub- 
scription to FIRE ENGINEERING". 
And appended was a list of 20 fire 
departments all within “mutual aid 
distance” of Springville. 


@ Chief Rouse and the Springville Fire 
Department have not only found an excellent 
way of saying “Compliments of the Season" 
but of gracefully acknowledging a debt for 
cooperation rendered in time of need. 


Tha Prirtiokire 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


The Journal of the Fire Profession since 1877; 
published on the fifteenth of each month by 
Case-Shepperd-Mann Publishing Corp., 24 West 
40th St., New York 18, N. Y., also publishers of 
Water Works E ngineering, Sewage Works En- 
gineering, etc. {Subscription price: U.S., Latin 
America and Canada, $3.00 a year; Foreign, $4.00; 
Single copies, 35c. {Member of Audit Bureau 
of Circulations and Associated Business Papers, 
Inc. {Entered as second-class matter April 15, 
1929, at the Post Office at New York, N. = 
under Act of March 3, 1879. {Contents of this 
issue copyrighted, 1947, by Case-Shepperd-Mann 
Publishing Corp. President and Advertising 
Director, Kart M. Mann; Vice-President and 
General Manager, I. Herpert Case; Secretary 
and Editorial Director, Frep SHEeprerp; Assist- 
ant Advertising Director, Watrer MH. Frepricks; 
Eastern Representative, Atrrep J. Houcuton; 
Advertising Manager, Witt1am J. Grsson; 
Circulation Manager, W. H. Torpnam. Cuicaco 
Orrice: W. S. CLeEvENGER and L. M. Rocue, 
6 No. Michigan Ave., Chicago 2, Ill.; San 
Francisco: CHARLES H. Woo.iey, 605 Market 
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Avucust Havurtin, 6000 Miramonte | ei Los 
Angeles 1, Calif. {Printed in U. S. 
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SG-40, the triple-action nozzle, discharges 
(1) high-velocity WaterFOG, (2) low-velocity 
WaterFOG from extension applicator (3) 
straight stream. Approved by Underwriters’ 
Laboratories, Inc. and Factory Mutual Labo- 
ratories. Write for Bulletin C-501. 


WaterFOG tHRows A BLANKET OF PROTECTION 





OVER A REFINERY “DANGER SPOT” 


In the big petroleum refineries, fire anywhere in the 
complicated pipe line systems is a very serious matter. 
At best, it is bound to halt production; at worst, it 
can cause incalculable damage if not quickly brought 
under control. 

The photograph shows how one prominent refinery 
takes care that any fires in a vast network of piping 
will be stopped before they have a chance to spread 
and do serious harm. The cloud you see is WaterFOG, 
tiny water particles much finer than spray, which the 
Rockwood-engineered system of fixed piping is re- 
leasing over the entire area. This all-enveloping cover- 
ing cools the blaze ...shuts off the oxygen... 
quickly confines, smothers and controls the fire — a 
real blanket of protection! 


Versatile Protection 
WaterFOG fixed piping systems are today protect- 






TCL 


Water Engineered by Rockwood Cools, Confines, Smothers Class “A” and Oil Fires 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 


ing transformers, paint shops, quench tanks, degreas- 
ing machines, enameling ovens, coating machines and 
many other important types of processing and operat- 
ing equipment. And Rockwood portable WaterFOG 
equipment — nozzles and applicators for attaching to 
regular hose lines — has proved particularly effective, 
not only in fighting flammable liquid fires, but in ex- 
tinguishing Class “‘A’’ fires in wooden structures, 
rubbish, etc., at ordinary pressures. 


Bulletin 123 describes how WaterFOG puts out fires 
faster, protects lives and equipment, reduces water 
damage. Send for it, and ask about Rockwood’s thrill- 
ing natural-color movies (16 mm.) showing Water- 
FOG in action. ROCKWOOD SPRINKLER COMPANY, 
54 Harlow Street, Worcester 5, Massachusetts. Special- 
ists in Fire Protection Engineering, Equipment, and Instal- 
lation since 1907. 
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FIRE HOSE THAT CAN 


DEPENDABLE 913 W Hi FIRE HOSE! 


“TAKE” IT 


Ability to “take” it is an absolute essential for 
fire hose in the tough business of fire fighting. 
That's one of the many reasons why BWH Fire 
Hose is a national favorite. 


BWH Fire Hose is sturdily built. The staunch, 
closely woven cotton jacket protects the tube... 
stands up under contact with rough, hard and 
sharp surfaces. Yet despite its toughness, BWH 
Fire Hose is highly flexible . . . amazingly easy 
to handle. 


Quality fittings for reliable BWH Fire Hose are 
made to exact specifications in our own mo’ 
ern foundry. 


When your city buys hose, specify BWH .. . 
the fire hose that’s backed by 68 years of 
dependable service. 


Boston Woven Hlose & RUBBER COMPANY 


Agents in All 


WORKS: CAMBRIDGE, MASS., U. S. A. 


Principal 


Cities 


P. O. BOX 1071, BOSTON 3, MASS. 


Kindly mention Frre ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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FOG NOZZLE INTERNATIONAL, Ine. 


SUBSIDIARY OF AKRON BRASS MFG. COMPANY, INC. 


1520 E. SLAUSON AVE.-« JErrerson 4108* LOS ANGELES 11, CALIF. 
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ROLLING INTO 
OUR 37th YEAR 


. of continual production of the 





- world’s finest fire apparatus. 
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The Pump 


TO PUT ON THE JOB 
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If you want self-priming, fast-pumping, high 


suction lift, automatic seepage control...all in 
a gasoline-engine-driven, non-clogging pump 
so small you can pick it up and carry it...the 
pump you want is a Homelite. 


Let us give you a free on-your-job demonstration. 
Simply write us today. 


2 ertable PUMPS ¢ GENERATORS + BLOWERS ‘ 


HOMELITE CORPORATION 
PORT CHESTER, NEW YORK 
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TOO LITTLE #~ 
TOO LATE? ¢ 


Is your fire service burdened with inadequate or un- 
wieldy apparatus when costly fires hit your community? 


There is no need to face the old story of “Too little 
and too late”. Investigate the many advantages offered 
in Ward LaFrance Triple Combination Pumpers. There 
is a Ward LaFrance engineered pumper that can give 
your community the full protection of modern fire-fight- 
ing apparatus. 


Benefit from the many years of fire apparatus experi- 
ence offered by Ward LaFrance. Write today outlining 
the particular requirements of your community. Our 
Engineering Department will gladly furnish competent 
counsel in helping to solve your problems. 


WARD LAFRANCE TRUCK DIVISION 


Great American Industries, 


ELMIRA, (| NEW YORK 





FAMOUS FEATURES 


@ Full powered 6 cylinder engines de- 
signed specifically for fire fighting 
apporatus assure dependable pump 
performance under all conditions. 
There is no “paper horsepower” in a 
WARD LaFRANCE. 


special front axle construction. Variable 
rear axle ratios to suit local perform- 
ance requirements — speed for level 
country; climbing ability for hilly 
country. 











Inc. wie 
LA FRANCE 
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@ Exceptional maneuverability gained by 



































Analysis by the National Fire Protec- 
tion Association of large-loss fires indi- 
cates that in most cases the fire had gained 
such headway when discovered that nothing 
much could be done to control the loss, despite 
valiant efforts by the fire department. 

These big losses, resulting from belated 
discovery and delayed alarms, can be most 
effectively prevented by automatic detec- 
tion and reporting of fires in those vital 
first few minutes when usually the tlames 
can be easily and quickly controlled. 

A.D.T. provides this protection in un- 
sprinklered properties through Aero Auto- 
matic Fire Detecting and Alarm Service 
and in sprinklered properties through 
Sprinkler Supervisory and Waterflow 
Alarm Service, which automatically detect 
the outbreak of fire and summon fire fight- 
ing forces immediately and accurately. 

Without obligation we'll be glad to 
show you how these and other A. D.T. 
Services can help you solve your particu- 
lar protection problems. 


Write us...TODAY. 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. - Sixth Avenue, New York 


CENTRAL STATION OFFICES 


AGAINST FIRE 
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SPENCER, N. Y. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter ARLINGTON, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter MENDOTA-TROY, ILL. Standard FMC Fog Fire 
delivered to the Spencer Fire Department. delivered to Arlington Fire Protection District, — delivered to Mendota-Troy Rural Fire 
rotection District. 


A prominent Chief in a large city says, 
“We are getting many compliments from 
property owners about no water dam- 


age and about our speed in putting out 
fires with our FMC High-Pressure 
systems.” 






— ld : 
PHARR, TEXAS. Standard FMC Fog Fire Fighter 
delivered to Pharr Fire Department. 





That’s not surprising. The facts of their own experience fighting fires. 


FMC fire-fighting efficiency are true Stop the fire right where it is 


everywhere—whether population is __ _ cut to a minimum the old-time 
three-million, three-thousand, 300 terrific water damage! That’s the 
or even less. aim of progressive fire departments 

FMC High-Pressure Fog does today. And that’s exactly what FMC 
more quenching—with only a frac- High-Pressure will do for you. 
tion of the water needed by old- Get the facts! Investigate the 
type units. This is what hundreds FMC High-Pressure Fog Fire Fight- 
of FMC users have learned by ing System. 





PASADENA, TEXAS. Standard FMC Fog Fire 
Fighter delivered to Pasadena Fire Department. 








UNDERWRITERS’ 
LABORATORIES 
APPROVED 







FLINT TOWNSHIP, MICH. Standard FMC Fog Fire 
Fighter recently delivered to Flint Township Fire 
Dept. No. 1. Carries its own water supply— 
provides two guns of 30 gallons each—850 Ibs. 
bump pressure—complete in every respect. 


FM Cg” HIGH-PRESSURE FOG FIRE FIGHTER 


CAN BE MOUNTED ON MOST STANDARD TRUCK CHASSIS 


FOOD MACHINERY CORPORATION 
JOHN BEAN MFG. CO., DEPT. 126, LANSING 4, MICH. © BEAN-CUTLER DIVISION, 409 JULIAN ST., SAN JOSE, CALIF. 


BUILDERS OF BEAN HIGH-PRESSURE PUMPS FOR OVER 60 YEARS 
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BEST 
OBTAINABLE 
MATERIALS and most advanced prin- 


ciples of design and construction make the 
various types of Republic Fire Hose prod- 
ucts of unexcelled quality. And, in the case 
of fire hose, quality means fighting ability 

. capacity to withstand the rigors of fire 
fighting service over longest established 
periods. Close laboratory supervision dur- 
ing manufacture and rigid final testing as- 










DivistoOn 


YOUNGSTOWN 1 On! 


OUALITY 


fam RUBBER 


LEE RUBBER & TIRE CORPORATION 






sure these maximum values in every length 
of Republic Hose. The same high factory 
standards give Republic Chemical Hose its 
own superior service features. Ask your 
nearby Republic Distributor, too, about 
Provar Process, exclusive Republic treat- 
ment for permanent protection of cotton- 
jacketed fire hose against mildew, vermin 
and rot. 
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Be sure you have an ample 

supply of INDIAN FIRE 

PUMPS — the fastest, 

most inexpensive means 

of extinguishing those 

grass, rubbish, roof and 
Class A fires which make up 70% 
of your calls. 


These famous portable extinguishers, 
using only clear water, are the per- 
fect answer to the fire department’s 
need for a 5 gal. tank highly effi- 


cient hand pump. 
Patented 








YOUR CHIEF MEANS 
OF FIRE PROTECTION- 








“WE USE THEM OFTEN” 


Here is just one of the hundreds of testimonial letters we receive saying 
how much fire departments think of INDIAN FIRE PUMPS: 


D. B. Smith & Co., Utica, N. Y. 
We want to inquire about purchasing 24 more INDIAN FIRE PUMPS. Our fire 
department has used INDIAN FIRE PUMPS for years in our rural truck. We 
use them often with great satisfaction. 
Your truly, 
West Chicago Fire Dept., 
John V. Mann, Sec. 


Remember the name 
INDIAN—it is your 
guarantee of com- 
plete satisfaction. 
Send for catalog 
and price list. 


D.B. SMITH & CO. a 


UTICA 2, N.Y. “, 
&é 
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BRIDGING THE GAP... 


THE FIRE ALARM SYSTEM BRIDGES THE GAP 
BETWEEN THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 


the department cannot function until an alarm denoting the existence and location of fire 
is received. Protection afforded by the Signaling System is incomplete unless there is 
adequate box distribution throughout the city. The standard of adequacy is measured in 
distance from any fire hazard to the nearest fire alarm box — maximums of 300 feet in 
mercantile and manufacturing districts and 500 feet in residential districts are considered 
essential by competent authorities. Inadequate box distribution creates Fire Waste — 
an inevitable consequence of Delayed 
Alarms. Plans for improvement are 
always in order —it is not too early 
to consider your Fire Protection Pro- 
gram now. We will cooperate freely. 


“There is practically no city where there are 
enough Fire Alarm Boxes.” 


United States Chamber of Commerce 


PUBLICIZE BOX LOCATIONS 
AND HOW TO USE THEM. 


: 


. BIRE ALARM CENTRAL STATION. 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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With the Editor 


The hotel industry of 
America is indeed big 
business. According to 
Hotel Management there are over 15,000 
hotels (not including boarding houses) in 
the United States. These hotels, 8,000 of 
them having 50 rooms or more, provide over 
1,500,000 rooms and accommodations to 
275,000,000 registered guests yearly. This 
authority sets the value of the nation’s hotel 


property at $5,000,000,000. 


Hotel Business 


ls BIS Business 


With practically every available hotel 
room assigned and nearly every one occupied 
at night, this puts the hotel industry right 
up among the nation’s leading risks, both 
as to life and property hazards, from the 
viewpoint of the fire service. Nobody who 
can interpret the statistics of hotel fire losses 
for 1946—in fact, for the last decade—can 
question the soundness of this statement. 


3ut there is more to the story. Not only 
is it a conservative estimate that over a mil- 
lion people nightly occupy hotel accommo- 
dations, but many in this day and age of 
housing shortages are permanent residents. 
Furthermore, a considerable number of 
these tenants are very old or very young. 
Some are invalids. And in many instances 
tenants attempt light housekeeping on the 
premises. All of which accents the fire pre- 
vention problem in this type of occupancy. 

In addition, almost every day, and late 
into every night, the transient population of 
these hotels is swollen by meetings, parties, 
banquets and other gatherings which add to 
the heavy burden upon the hotel personnel 
and accommodations with consequent in- 
crease in the possibilities of fire or panic, 
or both. 





Finally—and perhaps of greatest impor- 
tance—a very considerable percentage of 
these hotels are of the pre-fire-prevention 
code period, or are outside of or beyond the 
local fire safety regulations. Not a few of 
them are literally ‘unkindled bonfires’ only 
waiting for the careless tenant with the ubi- 
quitous match or cigarette. 





This is both a picture of big business— 
and of big responsibility for the fire service, 
—just how big this and preceding issues of 
FIRE ENGINEERING have illustrated. 


We drive these facts home because we 
believe every Fire Chief and administrator 
of the fire service, every fire protection and 
prevention engineer and fire marshal, should 
recognize these responsibilities, and plan for 
them accordingly. If equipment and appa- 
ratus to insure greater protection for these 
risks are needed (and they are in all-too- 
many fire departments) now is the time to 
ask for them. If better, more far-reaching 
fire safety laws and ordinances are needed, 
with adequate ‘teeth’ to enable the fire ser- 
vice to enforce them, this is the time to de- 
mand them. If better, more understanding 
cooperation between hotel interests and fire 
service is in order, now is the time to take 
the necessary steps to bring that about. Un- 
less we miss our guess, the hotel interests— 
this big business—are conscious of their 
own failings and weaknesses (not all of 
which can be laid at their own door) and 
are eager and willing to take the advice of 
experienced fire protection authorities. Here 
is a worthy objective for the municipal Fire 
Chief and his aides. 


Fied Dhepp 
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Atlanta's Hotel Winecoff Fire 
Worst In Nation's History 


City's Failure to Heed Safety Lessons of Other 
Hotel Fires in U. S. Results in 119 Dead, 100 Injured 


Epitor’s Note: When two fires within 
four days of each other last June 
brought death to over 80 persons and 
injuries to 200 others, in the LaSalle 
and Canfield Hotel holocausts, students 
of fire protection and prevention were 
inclined to believe that the shocked na- 
tion had learned its fire safety lesson 
and that from this peak of destruction 
in this classification there would he a 
decline as remedial and corrective meas- 
ures were taken to make further such 
tragedies impossible. 


my. 


By ROI B. WOOLLEY 


Now fire has struck again—and again, 
to drive the ghastly record of destruc- 
tion to still greater peaks. On Decem- 
ber 7 the 33-year-old Winecoff Hotel in 
Atlanta was ravaged, causing the death 
of 119 persons and injuries to over 100, 
some of them firemen. Two days later 
11 others died and 18 were injured in 
the blaze-gutted Barry Hotel, in Saska- 
toon, Canada. 

On every side government, state and 
municipal officials are joining with the 
man-in-the-street in asking “why must 





Fig. |. Extent and Degree of Fire at Its Height 
Scene about 5 A.M. showing northeast corner of hotel with eighth to twelfth floors heavily involved. 
Many persons below the eighth floor were saved by fire department ladders. Fire later extended 
to upper floors. Fire was extinguished about 6:30 A.M. 


these things happen!” And not a few of 
them are directing their inquiries to the 
fire service which, more than any other 
entity, is closest to these catastrophies. 
In our endeavor to report these fires 
fully and accurately, we have had the 
unselfish cooperation of many of the 
officers and men of the service who par- 
ticipated in the fights against these fires, 
as well as correspondents and others 
who were eye-witnesses of the struggles. 

This account is so epochal and has so 
much of importance to the fire service 
that we have elected to allot to it more 
editorial space than this, or any other 
journal of the fire service, has ever be- 
fore devoted to a single fire. 

Whatever merit our readers may find 
in this account of the Winecoff and 
Barry tragedies is due in large measure 
to the cooperation of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters; members of the 
Atlanta and Saskatoon Fire Depart- 
ments and to other casual and consis- 
tent contributors and correspondent whc 
likewise may recognize their thoughts, 
if not their names in the following. 


N the worst hotel disaster in the na- 
tion’s history, during the early hours of 
Saturday, December 7, fire raged 
through the 15-story, 33-year-old (ad- 
vertised “fireproof”’) Winecoff Hotel in 
downtown Atlanta, resulting in the 
deaths of 119 persons and injuries to 
approximately 100 others, many of them 
firemen. 

The deaths were forty-eight more 
than the previous record number of 
seventy-one hotel fire deaths in the 
burning of the Newhall House in Mil- 
waukee, in 1883, and almost twice as 
many as perished in the June catas- 
trophe in the LaSalle Hotel in Chi- 
cago. 

Lending emphasis to the tragedy is 
the fact that it came at a time when, 
with the Hotel LaSalle and the four- 
day later Hotel Canfield fires in mind, 
almost the entire country’s safety- 
minded citizenry was engaged in the 
preparation and enactment of laws to 
outlaw such disasters., And ironically. 
it followed repeated warnings sounded 
by Atlanta newspapers subsequent to 
the LaSalle and Canfield fires that At- 
lanta could have such a tragedy. Last 
June, readers of the Atlanta Journal 
were told in a series of articles of “800 
fire hazards” in Atlanta and that “Three- 
fourths of the Hotels” in that city were 
called “Fire Hazards.” At that time, 
the city’s Fire Marshal, Harry Phillips, 
pointed out that approximately 10,000 
people sleep in Atlanta’s hotels every 
night. Seventy-five per cent of these 
hotels, because of their age and wooden 
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type interiors, “constitute a very seri- 
ous fire hazard.” The papers reminded 
Atilantans of the burning of the Ter- 
minal Hotel in their city on May 16, 
1938, with loss of thirty-five persons. 

Che Winecoff Hotel itself had a grim 
prelude to the disaster about four years 
ago when a fire trapped guests on the 
upper floors. On this occasion, although 
the fire damage was small, there was 
near-panic. Several frightened guests 
crawled out on the fourteenth-floor win- 
dow ledge; many hung out of their 
windows screaming for help, and others 
climbed across ladders to safety in the 
windows of the adjoining Mortgage 
Guarantee Building, where building em- 
ployees and firemen rescued scores, 

[hus was the stage set for the final 
tragedy of December 7. 


Built in 1913 


The Winecoff Hotel is located on the 
southwest intersection of Peachtree and 
Ellis streets on the highest eminence of 
downtown Atlanta. 

The hotel was built in 1913 by the 
William A. Fuller Company of New 
York. The architect was W. L. Stod- 
dard, also of New York. The cost at the 
time it was built is understood to have 
been in excess of $350,000. Realty men 
estimated the value of the property be 
fore the fire at from $750,000 to 
$1,000,000. 

The hotel occupies a plot 63 by 70 
feet at grade, with the main entranc« 
and marquee on Peachtree street. It is 
fifteen stories (approximately 155 feet) 
in height, with full basement and small 
sub-basement. The floors are numbered 
from one to sixteen but, as is the case 
in many hotels, there was no “13th 
floor,” it being cnitted, out of deference 
to the superstitious, from the number- 
ing system. The top floor was known 
as the sixteenth. 

Originally the hotel contained 290 
guest rooms, but at the time of the fire 
the number was reported as 194. On 
the morning of the fire the hotel was 
practically filled to capacity with a 
stated 300 guests. Many of the guests 
were permanent residents and some of 
these were elderly persons. 

The construction, classified at the time 
as “fireproof,” included protected steel 
frame with roof and floors of concrete 
on tile filler between protected steel 
beams and girders. Dividing walls be- 
tween rooms are of hollow tile, plas- 
tered on both sides. Exterior walls are 
twelve-inch brick panel type. 

The main floor openings (see Fig 6) 
are in a single group and consist of two 
elevator shafts, extending from _ base- 
ment to penthouse on the roof, with 
stairway between these shafts, extend- 
ing the full height of the building, from 
basement to top floor. The elevator 
shafts are enclosed in tile with openings 
to enclosure on each floor protected by 
metal doors having large wired glass 
panels. 

The stairway was not enclosed: a fact 
that should be kept in mind in any study 
of this fire. Starting with the mezzanine. 
or second floor, it rises between the 
elevator shafts, to a landing half way up 
to the third floor and then branches out 
with two wings rising the remaining 
distance, one wing to the east behind the 
east elevator enclosure, to the corridor 
On the east side of the third floor. and 
the other wing to the west, behind the 





Fig. 2. Fire Department in Race with Death 


While two of many guests trapped on upper floors of burning Winecoff Hotel prepare to iower crude 
sheet-rope, fire department streams are employed in effort to drive back flames which have control 


of floor below. Heaviest stream is being directed 


from across Ellis Street. Note: Corner rooms on 


three top floors at right were scene of heroic rescues. 


west elevator enclosure, to the corridor 
on the west side. This same arrange 
ment continues from the third floor to 
the top or fifteenth floor, with single 
risers half way up from the lower floors 
and branching out into two wings each 
leading to a separate corridor on the 
floor above. There is a small enclosed 
stairway extending from the fifteenth 
floor to the roof, having an ordinary 
wood door on enclosure on the fifteenth 
floor. i 

It should be repeated that the above 
elevators and the single open stairway 
are the only means of egress from the 
third floor and all the floors above. Ac- 
cording to a statement of the National 
3oard of Fire Underwriters, two sepa- 
rate stairways, each fully enclosed, 
would be required for this building by 


the Board’s Recommended Building 
Code. ; 
In addition to the above described 


openings, there is a small open stairway 
from the sub-basement to the mezzanine, 
located in the southwest corner, and 
seven small pipe or vent shafts, the lat- 
ter being enclosed with tile and having 
wooden doors on small openings into 
the corridors and also small, unpro- 
tected vents into bathrooms. It is said 
these smaller openings were not a fac 
tor in the spread of this fire. 


Corridor Walls and Stairways 
Had Painted Burlap 


The walls of the corridors and stair 
ways were covered with painted buck- 
ram or burlap from the wood base- 
boards to small chair rails about four 
feet- above the floors; from this chair 
rail to the ceiling the walls were pa 
pered; also, there was a small wood 
picture moulding near the ceiling. Ceil- 
ings were painted. The corridor floors 
were completely covered with carpet on 
felt padding. 

he stairways were steel with com 
position tile wearing surface. The doors 
to the guest rooms were light panel 
wood type, with wood frames. All cor- 


ridor doors except those in closets had 
transoms. These were originally the 
usual plain glass set in wood frames, but 
subsequently the glass had been re- 
moved and replaced with wood. These 
doors and transoms should be considered 
together with the open stairway in 
evaluating the spread of the fire. 

The interior finish of the guest rooms 
in general consisted of papered walls 
and painted ceilings (it is reported that 
some rooms had up to five thicknesses 
of wall paper). The floors were covered 
with carpet on felt padding. The larger 
portion of the windows were provided 
with cloth drapery and a number were 
also equipped with wooden slat venetian 
blinds. The furniture was of the cus- 
tomary wood type, most rooms having 
one or two upholstered pieces. Each 
room is said to have had radio and ceil- 
ing fan. 

During the twelve months prior to the 
fire, extensive interior redecorating had 
been conducted throughout the hotel 
but this work is understood to have 
been completed about last October. 

The hotel is not equipped with air 
conditioning or forced ventilating sys- 
tem, except for small portion of the 
mezzanine floor. The marquee on the 
Peachtree side is all-metal and, at the 
time of the fire, was fully covered over 
by a canvas canopy on metal stanch- 
ions. The space on the marquee was 
reported variously used for outdoor din- 
ing purposes. 

As is shown in the street diagram 
(see Fig. 4) there is a moderate-sized 
three story, fireproof mercantile build- 
ing located seventy-six feet across the 
street to the east of the hotel. To the 
north, fifty-eight feet across Ellis street. 
is a large six-story sprinklered fireproof 
department store. Directly adjoining the 
hotel on the south is a two-story and 
three story brick, wood-joist mercantile 
building, separated from the hotel by a 
blank wall. The wall of the hotel above 
the roof of the south exposure is blank 
except for window openings in the small 
court section, which starts at the third 
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floor and continues to the roof. These 
window openings are protected by 


wired glass in approved metal frames. 


On the west, a twelve-story and base 
ment, fireproof office building is lo- 
cated (Fig. 3) separated from the hotei 
by a 10-foot alley. Unprotected window 
openings in the west wall of the hotel 
face properly protected openings in the 
east wall of the west exposure; the roof 
of this building is about on the same 
level as the fourteenth floor of the ho- 
tel. This building played an important 
part in and fire fighting opera- 
tions. 


rescuc 


said, there were no out- 
enclosed fire escapes, no 
dumbwaiters. Room 
way of the 


As has been 
side or inside 
service elevators or 
was supplied by 
elevators 


service 
passenger 

At the time of the fire, the hotel is 
said to have had about 125 employees, 
a large number of them colored. There 
was no organized fire fighting staff and 
details on fire drills and training of the 
staff are lacking. 
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Fig. 3. Dawn Reveals Destruction at Winecoff Hotel Fire 


W. F. Winecoff, original owner of the 
building, operated the hotel until March, 


1915, when it was leased to the Wine- 
coff Hotel Company Inc., of which 
Robert P. Meyer was president. In the 


“30's” the hotel was bought by the High- 
tower, interests of Thomaston, Ga., later 
was acquired by the Tennessee Realty 
Company and then by the King Invest- 
ment and Security Company. In Sep- 


tember, 1943, the hotel property was 
bought from King Investment and 
Security by Mrs. Annie Lee Irwin of 
Utoy road, SW., Atlanta, with the 


Meyer interests retaining the lease until 
1945, when the lease was bought by A. 
F. Geele, Sr., A. F. Geele, Jr. and R. 
E. O’Connell. Mr. Winecoff, who died 
in the fire, had retained two rooms in 
the hotel. 


Fire Believed to Have Started on 
Third Floor 


Although the specific cause of the fire 
is unknown at this writing, investigators 
have placed the point where it is be- 


, 


4 


Looking toward neartheast corner of the hotel on morning after the fire, while victims were still being 


removed. 


and fire fighting operations. At left 


To rear is twelve-story Mortgage Guarantee Building which played large part in rescue 
foreground 
streams were 


is three-story mercantile structure from which 


alse directed 
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lieved to have started. From the nature 
of the burned area and the evidence 
indicating the direction of the spread of 
the fire in that area, investigators locate 
the point of origin on the third floor, 
in the hallway in the southwest portion 
of the building (see Fig. 7). 

Here a partially burned mattress, be- 
lieved part of a folding bed, was found. 


[his was not far from Room 326. It is 
said the bedding had been removed 
from another third floor room, which 


was to be converted into an office, and 
witnesses place the bedding in the hall- 
way prior to the fire. Two guests who 
occupied Room 326, and who escaped 
the flames, said when interviewed that 
they were asleep and could not say how 
the fire started. 

Solicitor Gen. E. E. Andrews told 
reporters a preliminary examination by 
a State chemist showed the innerspring 
mattress, stored in a third floor hallway 
of the Winecoff, and believed to have 
been the origin of the fire, contained an 
inflammable oil, and that a preliminary 
report from officials of the U. S. Bureau 
of Standards showed the wainscoting in 
the Winecoff hallways was highly in- 
flammable. 


Confusion Over Discovery and Cause 


Based on available reports at this 
writing investigators have revised their 
thinking into the cause of the fire to 
include the possibility of arson. They 
have as yet also, failed to solve the 
chronological puzzle of what time the 
fire actually started and what happened 
to the variously estimated 10 to 27 min- 
utes that elapsed between when _ the 
blaze was first discovered and reported, 
and 3:42 A. M., at which time the fire 
department received its first notification 
(by telephone) of the fire. 

Evidence presented by Solicitor E. E. 
Andrews to the Fulton County grand 
jury injects a note of mystery into the 
investigations. It discloses that a third 
floor guest reported hearing hasty foot- 
steps outside his room shortly before 
the blaze. 

\ salesman reportedly testified that 
he heard a rattling of his doorknob, and 
investigated ‘to find the corridor aflame. 
“Driven back into the room, he re- 
mained there until firemen had the blaze 
under control, then escaped .. . via the 
main stairway.” 

His testimony was said to be the first 
indication there was any activity along 
the third floor corridor for a consider- 
able time before the hotel’s elevator 
operator reported the fire shortly after 
3:30 A.M. 

The Solicitor also disclosed receipt of 
reports that two brothers, sharing a 
fifth floor room, earlier had invited a 
male guest to their room, engaged in a 
dispute with him and later forcibly 
ejected him. Hotel employees had been 
summoned, he said, to quiet the disturb- 
ance. 

Several boys from Rome, Ga., attend- 
ing the Youth Assembly, who were reg- 
istered on the third floor, told of hear- 
ing loud shouts and curses from Room 


330 for some time before the fire. 
When they heard someone from the 
room shout “Fire!”, they at first paid 


no attention but opened their door to 
discover the corridor in flames. 

Further than this, a reported gambling 
party on the third floor received the 
investigators, 
poser in 


who also 
attempting to 


attention of 
found another 
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find the answer to two false alarms re- 
ported to have been turned in from a 
box near the Winecoff earlier in the 
night. 

Another avenue of investigation is the 
iact that a known Atlanta py romaniac, 


who reportedly escaped from prison 
two months before the fire, is still at 
large. Reports, unconfirmed, called this 


‘pyro’ a false alarm fiend and said he 
had touched off previous fires in hotels. 
He is being sought at this time. 

This and other evidence doubtless 
accounts for the statement made by 
former New York Fire Chief John J. 
McCarthy, after his initial survey of 
conditions in Atlanta; “either one or 
two possibilities are tenable—incendiar- 
ism, or the fire was burning a long time 
before discovery. In my 32 years of fire- 


fighting experience I have never seen 
such devastating effects of fire from 
such a small point of origin.” 

The puzzle of the missing time be- 


tween discovery and alarm also has not 
been solved. The evidence indicates 
that on the morning of the fire, there 
were on duty in the hotel the night desk 
clerk, one bellman, the night building 
engineer, one female elevator operator, 
a night maid and a cleaning woman. 
Information is not available concerning 
their locations and actions prior to and 
following discovery of the fire, with one 


or two exceptions. 
According to the night clerk, Comer 
Rowan, it was customary for the build- 


ing engineer and a bellman to make the 


rounds of the hotel’s corridors about 
every two hours during quiet periods 
(no evidence has been released to indi- 
cate that they found any early morning 
disturbances .in the hotel.) 

Some time between 3:15 A.M. and 
3:30 A.M. the bellman received a call 
for ice water and ginger ale from a 
room on the fifth floor (510). The 


building engineer, who was just starting 
to make a round of inspection, accom- 
panied the bellman to the fifth floor and 
at the invitation of the guest, both en- 
tered the room. 

A few minutes after the 
engineer had left the first floor, the 
elevator operator took some guests to 
about the tenth floor and upon the re- 
turn trip to the first floor detected the 
odor of smoke. This she reported to the 
night clerk Comer Rowan, placing it, 
she thought, between the fourth and 
sixth floors. 


bellman and 


Rowan states that he sent her right 
back up to find the bellman and the 
engineer to tell them to make a check 
and that he himself went out in the 
lobby to take a look. He adds that he 
went up on the mezzanine, and there 
he saw the reflection of the fire in the 
stairway above, after which he came 
back down and turned in the alarm. 
He places the time at about 3:40 A.M. 
Following this, he started calling the 
guests, beginning with Robert O’Con- 
nell the manager, in his room on the 
sixteenth floor. He then called Mr. 
Thatch the desk clerk and Miss Mc- 
Duffie, the reservations clerk and then 
started to phone the guests’ rooms. 

Rowan’s statement in this connection 
is that he told them the hotel had a fire 
and to please keep their doors closed 
so as not to make a draft and not to get 


excited because the firemen were al- 
ready there. And he states that the 
firemen were in the lobby working up 


to the fire at the time he was operating 
the switchboard. 


It is disclosed that the colored eleva- 
tor operator, failing to locate the bell- 
man and engineer, and becoming excited 
at the evidence of fire, returned her 
elevator to the basement. She then ran 
upstairs to the main floor shouting that 
the building was on fire. It is said she 
reported she saw the glare of flames 
through the wired glass doors of the 
elevator as she descended from the fifth 
floor; if this is true it would indicate 
the fire was already ascending the stair- 
way. 


Rapid Extension of Fire Mystifying 


All available information supports the 
fact that the fire had gained consider- 
able headway before discovery and that 
hallways from the third to the fifth floor 
were involved upon the arrival of the 
fire department. 

Wonderment was expressed by some 
investigators over the speed with which 
the fire spread, considering the limited 
amount and type of combustible mate- 
rial it had to feed upon. 

The report of the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters says: “Although the 
hallways contained a relatively small 
amount of combustible material, consist- 
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room doors and trim, fire was intense 
and spread rapidly due to natural draft 
created by the centrally located open 
stair shaft. All doors had _ transoms, 
with wood panels and a large portion of 
these transoms were open or partially 
open, thus permitting heated gases, 
smoke and flames to enter rooms.” 

Firemen reached the top, or fifteenth 
floor, about 6:30 A.M., by means of the 
interior stairway, progressively extin- 
guishing or controlling the fire floor by 
floor as they ascended from the third 
floor. Their operations are detailed 
later on. 

From the third floor, the fire damage 
to the hallways and rooms gradually 
increased up to and including the ninth 
floor and lessened from that point up to 
the fifteenth floor. On the top floor, 
unlike the usual fire which travels up a 
shaft and mushrooms laterally, the dam- 
limited to and 


age was hallways was 
small. The heaviest destruction was 
from the seventh to the twelfth floors, 


inclusive, it is reported. 

From the evidence of the fire damage, 
and relating this to the behavior of fire 
and its extension, it is apparent that the 
stairways and hallways from the third 
floor upward were charged with smoke, 
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Fig. 4. Map of Fire Area at Atlanta, Ga., 


Adapted from Diagram by N. B. F. U. 
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very shortly after the arrival of the fire 


department, if not before Cherefore, 
even on the upper floors, where least 
damage resulted, travel through the 


hallways was 
Some 


practically impossible 
students who studied conditions 
are of the opinion that, even had there 
been outside fire escapes on the build 
ings, the impassible halls and corridors 
would have made them inaccessible 
except to those whose rooms opened or 
bordered on them 


Heat Reaches High Intensity 


Investigators were not only surprised 
at the rapid spread of the fire, but at its 
intensity in tions of the hotel, 
considering the combustibles in those 
areas 


sore sec 


Evidence of extreme heat, reported in 
excess of 1500 deg. F. in some rooms, 
following: fused and 
melted down 
cracked porcelain 
twisted metal doors on 
elevators; nothing but bedsprings left ot 
some room furniture; melted-down tele 


is found in the 
melted electric light bulbs; 
electric ceiling-fans; 


bowls; heavy 


phones; complete consumption of wood 
doors and trim; tile walls exposed and 
some cracked; hotel fire hose totally 


consumed, only the metal hre nozzles 
and fittings remaining; spalling of walls 
and flaking of plaster 

According to the fire 
floors 


department, the 
completely involved with fire 


were the eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh 
and twelfth. Little fire was encountered 
below the third floor, the damage being 
mostly confined to water and smoke. 
As in the case of other hotel disasters, 
the fire appeared to play strange tricks, 
entering and burning out one room, to 


pass by the next, leaving it and its oc- 
cupants scathless. Victims were killed 
in one room and spared in another 


almost across the hall, where heat and 
other fire conditions appeared about the 
same. There is a news account of one 
somewhat intoxicated man sleeping fot 
over three hours through the entire 
ordeal without being affected while 
nearby, others succumbed 


Burns Caused Most Deaths 


Eight days after the Winecoff Hotel 
fire, records in Atlanta’s Bureau of 
Vital Statistics, where 99 of the 119 
death certificates have been recorded, 
show that 41 persons died of burns, 32 
of suffocation and 26 from injuries re- 
ceived when they either jumped or fell 
from the 15-story building. However, 
condition of many of the bodies pre- 
vented authorities from determining 
whether the victims were burned to 


death or suffocated. In such cases 


“burns” were listed as the cause of 
death. 

Chief C. C. Styron said it was impos 
sible to center the death toll in any 





Fig. 5. Operations on Peachtree Side of Burning Hotel Winecoff 


Showing heavy concentration 


of apparatus with searchlights in operation. 


Life nets were employed 


near marquee shown in rear of trucks, but many persons were killed or injured in falls onto the 


marquee. 


Note lines carried over two-story mercantile building to south of hotel. 
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particular section of the hotel, as bodies 
were recovered on all but the second 
floor. Many fled from their rooms only 
to be trapped in other rooms when the 
fire spread. Chief Styron also said there 
was no way of ever determining what 
percentage of the persons who jumped 
could have ben rescued. The 26 deaths 
in this category, which also includes 
those who fell while climbing down im- 
provised ropes of bedding, were listed 
under such injuries as “crushed body, 
multiple fractures,” or “crushed head 
and chest injuries,” or “crushed skull 
and multiple fractures of the body.” 

Of the 41 fatalities listed from 
“burns”, most used but that one word 
is cause of death but other certificates 
elaborated to read “multiple burns of 
body” or “total body burns.” 


Fire Department Operations 


As is natural in disasters of this mag- 
nitude, where a city’s entire fire-fighting 
force must be hurriedly thrown into vio- 
lent action, it is difficult to resolve op- 


erations into any comprehensive and 
chronological order. 
That the Atlanta Fire Department 


faced an up-hill fight from the moment 
the first company units arrived at the 
scene is evident from all the available 
testimony. It was a situation calculated 
to bring dismay to the stoutest-hearted 
fire fighters. 

The location of the start of the fire— 
whatever its cause—and its nearness to 
the unobstructed channel for the rapid 
and uninterrupted spread of smoke. 
heated gases and flames—the open 
stairway—was tragically ideal to (1) 
trap the greatest mumber of the hotel's 
tenants above the fire yet in its path while 
(2) offering the department maximum 
hindrance to rapid rescue and fire con- 
trol operations. In short, the fire at the 
very outset interposed a barrier which, 
at least for the first critical minutes of 
the disaster, limited life saving and ex- 
tinguishment effectiveness. That the 
fire department extended itself to its 
utmost to overcome the handicaps is 
evidenced by the heavy toll taken of 
its officers and men during the action. 

From reports made to FrRE ENGINEER- 
ING’s correspondent who worked at the 
fire and who later had opportunity to 
interview members of the first-due units, 
although no appreciable fire was show- 
ing on the exterior of the building when 
companies 1, 4 and 8 rolled in, there 
was ample evidence of the extent to 
which the structure was involved. The 
officers of No. 4 Company say that 
when they arrived in front of the hotel, 
one and one-half blocks from their sta- 
tion, there was no smoke or flame vis- 
ible in the upper floors of the hotels, 
but as they were beginning operations 
people in the various rooms began to 
throw open windows and that this ac- 
tion was quickly followed by dense 
smoke Most of these reports state 
that many persons were at windows 
when the first apparatus arrived and 
some indicate tenants were already 
jumping or falling from rooms. 

Typical of the operations reports is 
that of Company No. 8, whose quar- 
ters are within about 800 feet of the 
hotel. This company, with a 1,000 gal- 
lon pumper and 100-foot aerial, is be- 
lieved to have reached the fire within 30 
seconds after leaving quarters. The lieu- 
tenant in charge of the pumper noted 
smoke coming out of the third and 
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fourth floor windows. <A _ hose line 
from this pumper, which was located 
at the corner of Peachtree and Ellis 
Streets, was laid up the stairs. At the 
mezzanine, or second floor, it was noted 
that the stairway above was filled with 
flames. 

The officer in charge of the aerial 
ladder unit reported smoke coming out 
of windows on the third and fourth 
floors and that windows of practically 
all rooms were open, with people shout- 
ing and screaming for help. The aerial 
ladder was stationed on Ellis street op- 
posite the center of the hotel and put 
into service for life saving purposes. 
The captain in charge stated that he 
rushed into the hotel and up to the third 
floor. Three women were found in 
the small court section on the south, 
who had jumped from the floor above 
and were still alive. Noting that the 
stairs to the floors above were a mass of 
flames he went back to the aerial truck 
and with another fireman took a 20-foot 
ladder to the Mortgage Guarantee 
Building (see Fig. 3). There this lad- 
der and ladders from other companies 
were used as a rescue bridge across the 
10-foot alley between this building and 
the hotel. 

The captain of Company No. 1 re- 
ported that upon reaching the 
hotel he raised the aerial ladder up 
to people who were already in the 
windows on the Peachtree street 
side. Smoke was coming from 
numerous windows. This company 
swung their ladder from window 
to window, getting people off the 
ledges. Many persons were jump- 
ing and hitting the street. They 
rescued people with the 85-foot 
aerial, and could have saved more 
if the peop had not jumped. 
They also rescued several people 
by having them jump into their 
life net. After rescue work on the 
outside was impossible, the men 
of this company set up a deluge 
set, playing a heavy stream of 
water into the top floors where 
rescue from the outside was out 
of the question. 


Rescue Takes Precedence 
in Department Operations 


Reports of the other companies 


responding on the initial alarm 
agreed as to the extent of the fire 
and the urgency of the rescue 
work, which was limited to ex- 


terior operations, with the ladders 
being shifted from window to win- 
dow as rapidly as possible. The 
statements indicate that all first- 
due engine companies took their 
lines through the lobby and up 
the stairs, trying to reach the base 
of the fire, which, by the time 
they had stretched, was roaring up 
the stairway and was ahead of the 
hoseline crews. It is said that 
men had to be removed from 
some hose lines to assist in rescue 
operations and that possibly this 
fact, leaving some hose lines un- 
dermanned, may have prevented 
more rapid advancement of those 
lines. However, the advancement 
of hose lines never stopped nor 
were they slowed down until the 
slack ran out, then hose was con- 
nected to standpipes and the ad- 
vance went on. 
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All accounts testify to the punishing 
nature of this effort. According to 
some the smoke was not so bad but 
the heat was terrific. It was in this 
early stage of the struggle that many 
of the firemen were overcome and had 
to be replaced by fresh crews. Among 
those who were so affected as to require 
hospitalization were Second Assistant 
Chief F. J. Bowen, who is reported to 
have sent in the second and additional 
alarms. Battalion Chief J. G. Webb, 
Second Battalion; Captains F. F. An- 
derson of Company No. 1 and E. L. 
White of Station 17. Chief Bowen, who 
was overcome by smoke and taken to 
Grady Hospital, said “I don’t know 
how many floors we went up. We 
went up so many because the fire was 
all around the elevators. Some other 
firemen and I were carrying a hose. 
Some of the men let go of it and the 
hose knocked me down the stairs.” 


Fireman Knocked Off Ladder by 
Falling Body 


A. J. Burnham, most critically injured 
of the eight more seriously injured fire- 
men, was reported knocked from a 50- 
foot ladder, thirty feet to the pavement, 
by a body falling from above. He was 
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attempting to rescue a woman victim 
who had falien upon a cable on the 
Peachtree side of the hotel, and had 
worked her free of the cable, when a fly- 
ing body tore him and his charge from 
the ladder. He suffered broken verte- 
brae and other injuries. Prior to his 
accident Burnham had brought three 
fire victims down the ladder and had 

.ped hold a net for several more. 

Out of tne contusion, attendant upon 
the rescue operations, these additional 
facts are disclosed. 

No. 1 aerial truck operated from 
Peachtree street side, taking people out 
of windows as high as the ladder, fully 
extended, would reach. Other persons 
succeeded in climbing down ropes made 
of bedclothes to gain foothold on the 
ladder. Still others fell in the attempts 
to employ such rescue means and endan- 
gered the men working on the ladder. 

No. 5 aerial ladder, a 55-foot junior 
type, was operated from beneath that 
of No. 1, the men of this truck effecting 
several rescues. 

No. 11 aerial (75-ft.); No. 8 (100-ft.), 
and No. 21 (65-ft.) performed rescues 
from the Ellis street side of the hotel. 

Short ladders were used to bridge the 
alleyway between the Mortgage Guar- 
antee Building and the hotel and many 
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rescues were elltected by this means, 
some ot them ot spectar lar nature 
Firemen crossed and re-crossed on the 


small ladders, leading grownups and/or 


carrying youngsters, then returning tor 
more. Later they used the ladders to 
bring out the victims These opera 
tions, Our correspondent states, were 


because of the 
attempt ot persons on floors above try 
ing to jump to the ladders body 
landed on a wooden ladder, breaking it 
in two and both and the lad- 
der fell to the ground Chis ladder was 
quickly replaced by an aluminum ladder, 


exceedingly dangerous 


One 


the body 


and this, in turn, was bent by a falling 
body 
Five members of one family escaped 


via knotted blankets and bedclothes, and 
fire department ladders, from the tenth 
floor Lost in the hallway, alter 
attempting to from the 
floor, they finally stumbled into another 
room occupied by a young couple. Wet 
towels were used to breathe through and 
efforts made to attract the firemen from 
the windows \bout the time hope was 
lost, firemen turned a spot light on them 
and they saw efforts at rescue being 
made at the ninth floor The bed 
covering rope was fastened to the radia 
tor and one man managed to reach the 


moky 


hind an escape 


top ot the ladder »vy this means \ hire 
man brought up a rope to him and he 
tossed it to a brother in the tenth floor 
window. Chis in turn was tied to the 
radiator and the entire family in turn 


came down the line to the ladder, and 


salety 
Two doctors of Grady Hospital 
crawled across the bridge ladders into 


hotel to exam 
making 
slippery 


the upper stories of the 
ine and treat victims, 
trips in the smoke on 


several 
ladders 





Fig. 7. Where Fatal Winecoff Hotel Fire May Have Originated 


D. C. Reed, building engineer, 
the third floor hallway n which the fire 
Walls 


trim show eviden of 


examines remains 
s believed to have originated 
intense heat 


\n Army major saved his family by 
means of an improvised bridge thrown 
across from the roof of the Mortgage 
Guarantee Building into the hotel. 
Meanwhile, firemen on the streets 
were dodging falling bodies, luggage and 
wearing apparel and even hotel furnish 


ings, the latter in some _ instances 
thrown out to attract firemen’s atten- 
tion to those marooned above. Falling 
bodies struck fire apparatus \ police 


man and a volunteer worker were in 
jured when a plunging victim struck 
them. Panic-striken women threw 
their children out of windows, then fol 
lowed them, to death. In the front oi 
the hotel, bodies crashed onto the mar 
quee; some rebounded to the street, to 
narrowly miss firemen, and others were 
brought down from the marquee. On 
body struck the hotel’s neon sign, which 
remained lighted during the tragedy, re 
bounding from it to the street. Fire 
department ladders were struck and 
damaged by plummeting bodies 


Life Nets Employed 


It is understood the department has 
several modern folding canvas life nets 
and all but one of these were used at the 
fire with varying success, due to the 
varying heights from which some per- 
sons were forced to jump. Ladder No 
4, which carries a net, was out of action, 
being in the shop. The department also 
has several of the old rope type nets, 
but it is reported these were not used 

Although accurate data are not avail- 
able at this time, it is said that many 
persons were saved by nets when jump- 
ing from the lower floors. One net was 
used near the marquee and it is reported 


of the folding bed in 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


that some persons struck the overhang 
when they misjudged distances in the 
smoke and semi-darkness. A number of 
men were injured, both firemen, police- 
men and volunteers, none seriously, how- 
ever, in efforts to hold these nets. 

Che department's floodlight truck was 
employed to full advantage, lighting up 
the exterior of the building, both on the 
Peachtree and Ellis streets sides. It 
was also used to aid interior lighting. 

Four streams were directed across 
Ellis street, from the top floor and roof 
of the department store, using its stand- 
pipes. These were credited with pre- 
venting death to a number of persons 
trapped on the fourteenth and top floors 
of the hotel, by knocking down the 
flames and heat. Testimony of sur- 
vivors speaks of the beneficial effects of 
these streams. Several fire streams 
were operated into the hotel from the 
roof of the two-story mercantile build- 
ing just south of the hotel.* 

It is reported that several deluge sets 
and an additional Multiversal pipe were 
employed during the height of the fire, 
but operational details are net yet 
available. 


Radio a Boon 


\tlanta has equipped chiefs’ cars with 
two-way radio, operated on the police 
radio frequency, and this communication 
facility was employed to advantage 
throughout the fire and afterward. Mul- 


*Although the extreme vertical range of ladder 
and street streams provided limited penetration, 
they were effective in cooling many rooms and 
furthering rescue operations. They also had a 
certain psychological value for trapped tenants. 
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Fig. 8. How Fire Traveled by Unprotected Stairways 
[his picture shows section of east corridor on seventh floor. A flight of 
unenclosed stairs is at left between the elevators, one of which may be 
seen at right of stairs. 





ee) PE 


she lhe 


oe Reade > 


oe Se 











we! 
the 

set 

tw 
ing 
mil: 
uni 
me 

dea 
mo 


pre 
init 
by 
dis 
the 
VW 


the 
Th 
got 
tha 
the 
the 
tire 
Tou 


wa 


tio: 
the 
gre 
the 
uni 


cor 
we 
by 


the 
Me 





NG for JANUARY, 1947 25 


ang tiple alarms were all sent in by radio 
the from departmental cars to fire alarm 
of headquarters. By means of short- 


wave radio apparatus, no longer needed 
at the fire, was dispatched to various 
vacant fire stations with saving in time. 
One fire chief’s aide, reporting on the 
fire, advanced the belief that walkie- 
talkies would have been particularly use- 
ful in maintaining voice communications 
between working units and personnel. 
Commercial radio was also employed 
in many ways, to bring medical aid, 


oO = Lng 
Di=o 
p 7 —-oOwv 
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ool 

nd- blood plasma, and volunteer workers; 
re- to help in identifying victims and lo- 
ns cating missing persons. Appeals were 
ors broadcast by Chief Styron for outside 
the % aid and by Mayor Hartsfield and other 
ur- officials for the help of emergency units. 
of | 

ms | Emergency Forces Mobilize 

the ; 

Id- ; [he city’s emergency disaster forces 


5 were quickly mobilized. By 4:00 A.M., 














ets the local chapter of the Red Cross had 
ste set up field stations and later installed 
os ; twelve telephone trunk lines to handle 
yet } inquiries concerning casualties and the 
missing. The canteen corps set up a 
unit in a nearby drugstore. Motor corps 
* members transported relatives of the 
dead and injured to hospitals and 
morgues. 
ith Che Salvation Army sent its South- Fig. 9. Damage in a Typical Bedroom of Ill-Fated Hotel 
ice eastern Area headquarters personnel to One of the bedrooms after the fire. Although, unlike other rooms these furnishings were not con 
on Atlanta and aided in handling inquiries sumed by flames, there is evidence of intense heat. Note ceiling fan, overstuffed chair and mirrors 
z : oe (unbroken). 
ge that poured into the hotel. The Boy 
n1- Scouts mobilized units and rendered eff- —— a — - : a - 
cient aid. 

The heaviest drain came upon the TYPE TIME COMPANIES ANSWERING 

~ city’s hospital and medical services, not- (of alarm) (of alarm) Wagon Truck CHIEEF 
~ ably Grady Hospital, which took care of rel. ter: 2. icon - a Li Styron and Bowen 
. - . . oO. AL v-0- ®ae a "- 
a most of the casualties. All available 349 AM 9-12 4 7-12 
ambulances were pressed into service, 4:02 AM 2-9-10-14-16-17- ‘10-16-19 Fain and Webb 
some of the ambulances transporting is 
injured averaging fourteen trips per . te” Wan 
hour to the hospitals. 

The entire police department was 
- . weil y = E +r C Out of city pumps at fire............ 8 Torat Pieces or EguipMent at Fire...... 49 
called into action and closed off the fire , 

; ee oe . th ss wr f rectators Out of city pumps in service (at sta- “ DEPARTMENTS From Ovr or City To ANSWER: 
area against the crowds of specta s COORD  BaBaS) sc cvccsccecesssccsceess 3 Ft. McPherson, East Point, College 
that rapidly formed. Several policemen  Torat Equipment at Fire Park, Decatur, Avondale, Druid Hills, 

: were injured performing rescue work Pumps ..............ccccceeeccueeece 32 Hapeville, Marietta, Naval Air Base, 
and otherwise aiding firemen. Aerial trucks ......+...eeeeeeer seers 5 Conley Motor Base. 
ao ti | eee piacere 6 Operators (Fire Alarm Division) on duty 
S & R Light at time of fire: W. P. Pierce—J. D. 
Fire Department Response Chief Styron, 3 Asst. Chiefs: also all off- Croxton. 
duty Asst. Chiefs. 

The fire department response was eas ay aii sits ; we alt 
prompt and thorough. Although the ATLANTA FIRE DEF ANTHEMS? gpg IN SERVICE AT THE 
initial alarm to fire headquarters was WINECOFF HOTEL FIRE 

j by telephone, a full box assignment was Engines No. 4 *City Service Amer-LaFrance 
dispatched. This, as will be noted from No. 1. 1,000 Gal. Mack (extra truck) 
- a ane : ; b> - . . <a ns ‘ 
} the report of the Fire Alarm Division, No. 3 750 Gal. Amer-LaFrance No. 5 55 Ft. Aerial Amer.-LaFrance . 
; Ww. I , Medli Superint an t. to Fire No 3 750 Gal. Amer-LaFrance (Ex- No. 7 City Service GMC 
7 ve t Mecin, ouperintencent, to tra wagon) No. 8 100 Ft. Aerial Amer.-LaFrance 
i ENGINEERING, which follows, preceded No. 4 1,000 Gal. Mack No. 10 City Service Amer.-LaFrance 
' the second alarm by only two minutes. No. 5 1,000 Gal. Mack _ No. i 75 Ft. Amer.-LaFrance 
3 The . r. r¢m Ae — . No. 6 1,000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance No. 12 ‘ity Service Mac 
lhe _ speed with which the departme nt No. 7 1,000 Gal. Mack No. 16 City Service Amer.-LaFrance 
got into action is indicated by the fact No. 8 1,000 Gal. Peter Pirsch No. 19 City Service Amer.-LaFrance 
that within ten minutes from the time No. 9 1,000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance No. 21 65 Ft. Aerial Amer.-LaFrance 
the first telephone call was received at No. 10 1.000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance (Fulton County) 
4s Pegg . : No. 11 1.000 Gal. Mack . 
the Fire Alarm Division, the city’s en- No. 12 1,000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance . ——— 
tire fire fighting force was at, or en- No. 13 750 Gal. Amer-LaFrance No. 1 Rescue—Ambulance, GMC 
route to the fire, while out-of-town help No. 14 1.000 Gal. Mack No. 1 Floodlight Truck, International 
was being summoned No. 15 1,000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance 

as s . No. 16 1,000 Gal. Amer-LaFrance fate: $-f%evetee OF. Beadle 

This rapid transmitting of the. addi- N 17 1000 Gal need Se Note: 2—Chrysler OCD Trailer Pumps 
: « all 0 é NO ‘ 0 ral. Amer-Labrance were used in pumping out the hotel base- 
tional alarms by first-due officers attests im 18 750 Gal. Amer-LaFrance ment. 

j the extent to which the fire had pro-  \° = oas ao p peceret peat * ca 
= gressed in the hotel and the gravity of No. 21 +750 Gal. Amer-LaFrance (Ful- _ Pe sine of ihe fre No ‘'s regular 85-ft. 

° sais inte : > : PE Cc r) aeria adder was in the repair shop tor repairs 
the situation faced by first arriving No. 22 750 Gal laner-i aFrance (Ful- to its raising mechanism. It was doubtless this 
units. ——- ° - “ ladder which was later confused in press ac- 


ton County) : PF ’ 
oO t counts with the 100-ft. aerial of No. 8 as being 


\ further interesting fact, in this ; f ’ E 
connection, is that all the extra alarms Note: There was also in service 1 out of service at the time of the fire. 
: - “ 1,000 gal. Ahrens-Fox engine (extra) 
were transmitted from the fire ground fyiton County is reported to have 1 


by radio, from the chiefs’ cars. 1,000 gal. Ahrens-Fox and 1—500 gal. Department Units Close By 
j The following is from the report of Ford (which responded). 
the Fire Alarm Division, Superintendent Trucks (Ladders) Number 4 Engine and Ladder are 


Medlin, to Frre ENGINEERING: No. 1 85 Ft. Aerial Amer.-LaFrance located 1% blocks from the hotel; 
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Number 8 Engine and Ladder (100 Ft. 


aerial) 2 blocks distance; No. 1 Engine 


and Ladder (85 Ft. aerial) approxi- 
mately mile distance and No. 3 En- 
gine Company also approximately 
mile distance. 

Conclusions 


evidence, these 
conclusions may be drawn from the 
Hotel Wincoff holocaust: 

l. The contributing cause of 
the tragedy was the open, unprotected 
stairway leading from third to top floor 
and which was a perfect channel for 
providing draft, and extension of flame, 
heat and Contributing to the 
rapid extension doubtless were the fully 
or partially opened transoms and doors 
(as tenants attempted to flee 
and the opened windows 

2. Another feature of the hotel’s con- 
struction which played its unfortunate 
part was the wood doors and plywood 
transoms, the wood trim and the heavy 
carpeting. The combustible, painted- 


Based on available 


major 


gases 


rooms) 


over burlap siding, or dado, in halls 
was a hazard 
Even though a building may be of 


non-combustible construction, the con- 
tents, decorative material and furnish 
ings may produce a fire of serious mag 


nitude and which will quickly fill the 
hallways and corridors with toxic gases 
of combustion 

3. The majority of the deaths were 





Fig. 10. Split Second Before One Guest Met 
Death on Hotel Marquee 


One of the several victims who plunged to the 

marquee on the Peachtree side of Hotel Winecoff 

in early morning fire of December 7. This pic 

ture, made by an amateur photographer, is con 

sidered one of the most striking fire photographs 
ever snapped 


attributed to suffocation. Toxic gases, 
such as were present, were the products 
of the combustion of the furnishings, 
particularly the wool and cloth carpet- 
ing and the painted, burlap siding, or 
dado. Early in the fire there was 
heavy smoke, followed by heat of con- 
siderable intensity. Firemen complained 
not so much of the smoke but this 
severe heat, which appeared to con- 
sume necessary OXygen in the stairway 
up which they struggled. 

4. Local building and fire prevention 

ordinances failed to cover conditions such 
as existed in the Winecoff Hotel, not- 
withstanding the lessons taught by the 
June LaSalle Hotel fire in Chicago, and 
the Terminal Hotel fire in Atlanta, of 
some years earlier. Even when the 
city inaugurated the necessary regula- 
tory measures, they were soon dis- 
carded as too severe, and because it 
was claimed they could not be made 
retroactive. 
5. Storage of bedding and mattresses 
in hallways, as was done in the Wine- 
coff, was an invitation to trouble and if, 
arson was the cause of the fire, as is 
claimed by some, it provided the arson- 
ist a ready-made “torch”. 

6. There were no exterior fire es- 
no alarm system; no sprinklers 
organized watchmen’s service. 
there appear to have been 
any effort to organize a fire fighting 
crew or to train the hotel employees 
in fire prevention and fire control. The 
system of inspections and the method of 
handling reports of fire in the hotel left 
much to be desired. 

It is a question whether the installa- 
tion of fire escapes on the exterior of 
this building (or any similar structure) 
having open stairways would provide 
fire safety to the occupants, as such 
fire escapes would be reached only 
through corridors or hallways which, 
in this fire, were death traps. Firesafe 
interior stairways are recognized as 
preferable to outside fire escapes. 

7. There was no organized attempt 
to locate the fire, or to notify guests 
The latter were not telephoned until 
after hotel officials living in the struc- 
ture were notified. It is doubtful if many 
guests were reached. The operator, in 
telephoning, appears to have used bet- 
ter technique than has heretofore been 
used under similar emergency condi- 
tions in that he did not urge guests to 
leave their rooms. 


capes; 
and no 


Nor does 


Installation of an automatic fire 
alarm system, transmitting the alarm 
to the fire department, preferably 
through a central supervising company, 
would jrove valuable. Without this. 
there should be a strict rule in all 


hotels to immediately notifv the fire 
department upon any indication of fire 

8. The fire did not enter the elevator 
shafts (or any of the small pipe shafts) 


although elevator doors were buckled 
by heat. It would appear that this is 
proof that shafts can be isolated and 


protected against fire and its vertical 
extension. 

9. There appears to be a period of 
some time between the first discovery 
of the fire or evidence of it, and the 
notification of the fire department. This 
delay is variously estimated at from 
ten to twenty-seven minutes. 

10. Whether or not the hotel came 
within the definition of the term “fire- 
proof” as established by the un- 


derwriters is debatable. In brief, the 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


Fig. 11. Where Fireman Was Injured During 
Rescue Operation on Hotel Marquee 


Close-up of part of Winecoff Hotel marquee 
showing part of ladder said to be that from 
which fireman was knocked by falling body, 


while trying to remove victim caught on over- 
head wires. 


underwriters’ interpretation of a “fire- 
proof” building is one which can be en- 
tirely burned out, without destroying 
or seriously damaging the building it- 
self. It is a fact, however, that people 
believe in the advertising of hotels and 
other dwelling places which labels them 
“fireproof”, whereas, as has been dem- 
onstrated time and again, the combusti- 
ble furnishings and contents of the struc- 
tures give the lie to this advertising. It 
would be in order to revise the stand- 
ards under which owners or operators 
of all or any multiple dwellings are per- 
mitted to use the term “fireproof” (or 
even “fire resistant” or “fire retarding.”’} 

11. No criticism of the Atlanta Fire 
Department has been made either for 
the way in which it fought this fire or 
its inspections of the hotel prior to the 
fire, and its fire prevention division’s 
acceptance of the hazardous conditions 
in the hotel. It would appear that in 
the latter respect, as in the case of so 
many similar fatal fires, the fire depart- 


ment’s hands were tied through ina- 
bility to enforce recommendations to 
correct conditions which its officials 


knew were hazardous. 

That the department is short of men. 
particularly young men and _ certain 
modern equipment, may be the case but 
until the detailed history of the way the 
Winecoff Hotel fire was fought can be 
released it would be idle to attempt any 
conclusions. 

12. A factor which invariably con- 
tributes to fatalities in fires in places of 
public residence or assembly is that of 


panic. This stems from a number of 
causes, most of them familiar to ex- 
perienced firemen everywhere. The 


hysteria which results in panic and the 
suicidal jumping from windows can not 
be overcome until the hotel interests of 
the country institute safety measures 
recommended by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters, the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, and other 
qualified organizations. There may al- 
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ways be panic attendant upon any fire 
in even the safest structure, but whole- 
sale panic can orly be controlled by 
preventing the fire or other emerger- 
cies which are the contributory causes. 

13. It would seem that now that the 
hotel industry has recognized the seri- 
ousness of the situation facing it, as 


evidenced by the employment of capable 
advisory counsel on fire safety meas- 
ures, it would be in order for the fire 
service and the hotel interests generally 
to get together for the study and dis- 
cussion of the best remedial and correc- 
tive measures that can be taken, with 
fairness to all concerned. 


QUICK WORK BY FIREMEN 
AVERTS HOTEL CATASTROPHE 


AH Occupants of Cody Hotel at Grand Rapids, 


Mich., Evacuated Safely ; 


W uar might have been another 
hotel calamity was narrowly averted on 
November 23 when firemen aided ap- 
proximately three score persons, many 
of them elderly residents, to escape a 
fire that swept the five-story, 60-year 
old Cody Hotel in Grand Rapids, Mich. 

The fire, discovered at 10:40 A. M., 
fortunately came at a time when many 
of the 130 persons registered at the 
hotel on that Saturday morning were 
out of the building or awake and dressed. 
This fact, coupled with the prompt re- 
sponse of practically the city’s entire 
fire force, under Fire Chief Edward C. 
Palmer, enabled the department to re- 
move safely all those who were caught 
by the spread of the flames and the 
dense smoke.and gases developed in the 
old style structure. The fire, believed 


caused by an electrical short circuit in 
a waste storage room adjoining the bot- 
tom of the elevator shaft, was brought 
under control within forty minutes of 
the first alarm, Chief Palmer reported, 
damage by 


although fire, smoke, and 





Fire Controlled Quickly 


water was estimated at $100,000 of 
which $50,000 was to the building. 


State Had Ordered Fire Hazards 
Corrected 


Almost one year before the fire, the 
state commissioner of public safety, 
Oscar G. Olander, filed a petition in 
circuit court in Grand Rapids, asking 
that the hotel owners be ordered to cor- 
rect fire hazards. At that time the 
management reported that all the haz- 
ards cited by Olander had been cor- 
rected with the exception of installation 
of new fire escapes (since installed). 
Only the day before the fire, inspection 
and repair of the hotel’s elevator had 
been made. A $40,000 program of im- 
provement was announced in Septem- 
ber, which included a $20,000 sprinkler 
system but which had not been installed 
at the time of the fire. 

According to Chief Palmer, the flames 
raced up the elevator shaft and through 
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holes left by obsolete heating and ven- 
tilating systems, to the attic. Most of 
the damage was confined to the front 
half of the building which was occupied 
on the ground floor by billiard parlor, 
bar, cafe, cigar store and sandwich 
shop. The majority of these premises, 
together with the cafeteria and barber 
shop, also on the ground floor, suffered 
only smoke and water damage. Fire- 
men prevented the flames also from 
reaching adjoining buildings on the 
south. Heaviest damage was to the 
basement and upper two floors. 

Virtually the entire fire department 
fought the blaze. On the first alarm, 
four pumpers, two ladder trucks and one 
chemical unit responded. The second 
alarm brought two more pumpers and 
two more ladder trucks. The third 
alarm brought two additional pumpers 
and the fourth and final alarm called an 
additional pumper. 

This fire saw used one of the fire de- 
partment’s newest pieces of equipment, 
a hydraulic smoke-remover, which was 
brought into play in the latter stages 
of the fire to help clear the smoke- 
charged cellar. 


Firemen Make Spectacular Rescues 


Many tenants were able to make 
their way down outside fire escapes and 
via the main stair-well of the building, 
neither of which luckily, was blocked by 
fire. Two women were brought down 
Number 3’s aerial ladder from the fifth 
floor, the laddermen experiencing some 
difficulty with wires, which had to be 
cut to facilitate operations. 

During rescue efforts, District Chief 
Ernest Esbaugh broke in a locked door 
to find a 60-year old resident seated 
calmly in a chair, thirty minutes after 
the fire started. It was necessary to 
use force to remove the man. Chief 
Hoogesteger reported a woman trapped 
on the third floor, who was finally lo- 


# 


Left: A Rescue from Fifth Floor of Cody Hotel at Grand Rapids, Mich. Right: The Cody Hotel After Fire Had Been Brought Under Control 
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Fireman Wencel Jankowski 
who led her down a ladder 
was no panic Chiei 
Palmer, himself, had difficulties with 
one frantic woman who insisted in re- 
turning to search for her sister One 


cated by 
of Engine l, 
Although there 


invalid with a broken hip, and anothe1 
invalid, and a woman who suffered a 
heart attack soon after the fire started, 
were safely removed from the building 


Only one fireman was injured—Chiet 
Esbaugh, who suffered laceration of one 


hand. Red Cross relief workers wer 
mobilized and aided in securing shelter 
for those made homeless. About forty 


auxiliary firemen assisted in operations 


Canadian Hotel Fire Kills | | 


Canada’s hotel fire since the 
burning of the Queen Hotel in Halifax, 
March 5, 1939, which took twenty-eight 
lives, followed the Winecoff Hotel fire 
by only twenty-four hours when the 
36-year-old Barry Hotel was gutted in 
Saskatoon, Sask. In this predawn blaze, 
which followed a week-end of costly 
blazes in the Dominion, eleven persons 


vorst 


lost their lives and eighteen were in 
jured 

Much as in the case of the Winecoff 
tragedy, although firemen from a fire 
station only two blocks away were on 
the scene a minute after the first alarm 
was received at 2:41 A.M., the flames 
had already raced along corridors, 


trapping many of the approximately 120 
persons registered at the time. As addi 


tional fire forces were summoned on 
second and third alarms first-due fire 
men fought to save what lives they 
could, laddering the three-story struc 
ture and attacking the fire, which 
rapidly involved the hotel lobby and in 
terior 

[he Barry Hotel, which had been 
bought the week before by Harry Dit- 
love and Mickey Phillet of Edmonton, 
and Leon Asben of New York for a 


reported $120,000, was occupied by a 
restaurant, jeweler, and other mercantile 
establishments on the ground floor. It 
was of brick joist construction and in its 
center it had a large skylight, through 


which many of the victims jumped from 
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Gasoline Can Starts Fatal Fire 


Gutted lobby of 


Hotel 


Barry, Saskatoon, after fire, started when employee tried to “punt” flaming 


gasoline can through building. 


the hotel’s upper interior windows. 
Adjoining the hotel was a smaller struc- 
ture occupied by a laundry, to which 
other guests leaped 


Gasoline Cause of Fire 


According to Fred Fries, a waiter in 
the restaurant, he was called to the 
kitchen by the cook where he found the 
gasoline range blazing and a can of 
gasoline on the floor “shooting flames 
eight feet high.” Fries grabbed the can 
and tried to run to the street with it but 
bumped into a frightened customer, and 
the blazing can rolled into the hotel 
lobby. Another man tried to kick the 
container through the door but draft 
from a heavy electric fan was believed 
to have sent the flames spiraling up- 
ward, Within minutes the building was 
an inferno. The fire spread throughout 
the lobby and up the stairs to block the 
hotel corridors and trapping many 
guests on the upper floors 


George Hunter, night porter of the 


J\ 
a 


Barry Hotel Fire Follows Winecoff Tragedy by Twenty-four Hours 


Rescue work took precedence over fire-fighting when entire 
that ravaged this thirty-six-year-old hotel 


morning blaze 


Saskatoon Fire 
Despite firemen’s efforts, eleven died 


Department fought early 


hotel, said the fire alarm system in the 
hotel did not work and he was forced to 
run upstairs and warn the guests in the 
upper halls. First, he said, he grabbed 
a fire extinguisher and emptied its con- 
tents on the flames, after having seen 
the waiter from the restaurant trying to 
get the can of gasoline out on the 
street. From his and the accounts of 
others, it would appear that this futile 


effort to fight the fire lost valuable 
moments. 
According to Hunter, there was no 


sign of panic by the guests at the start, 
but later they leaned out the windows 
calling for help. Some guests, as the 
fire roared through the building, 
jumped, panic stricken, to the pavement, 
or through the interior skylight. Others 
improvised ropes from bed covering and 
dangled out windows awaiting the fire- 
men. One man, trapped while taking 
a bath, opened his bathroom window 
and hung by his hands until rescued by 


firemen. Still others, retaining their 
calm, were able to descend by the rear 
fire escapes. One guest, not at once 


identified, was found by firemen making 
a hurried check of the rooms, sitting 
calmly waiting to be rescued. He told 
firemen he had been reading about the 
Winecoff Hotel fire of early Saturday 
and noted that many of the deaths 
might have been avoided if persons had 
stayed in their rooms. 


Firemen Make Rescues 


Braving intense heat, Fire Captain 
Clark and Fireman Bill Thompson of 
the department set a ladder up in the 
blazing rotunda, through the skylight 
of which a man had plunged shortly 
before, escaping with minor injuries, to 
save a group of fire victims marooned 
on the skylight. Other firemen found 
guests wandering around the halls in a 
dazed condition and led them out. 

With so many tenants in imminent 
danger, firemen devoted most of their 
initial efforts to rescue. As the flames 
subsided they found most of the eleven 
bodies in the rooms, although two or 
three lay in the blackened corridors. A 
later check of the damage gave evidence 
of the wisdom of shutting up rooms in 
a fire. It was found that rooms not oc- 
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cupied by guests were in better condi- 
tion in general than those which had 
been occupied, due to the fact that doors 
and windows had been closed. 

Che wooden doors of the hotel were 
equipped with Yale locks, it is said, and 
this fact almost cost the proprietor, Mr. 
Ditlove his life. Awakened in his suite 
by cries of “fire” he hurriedly dressed 
and led his wife into the smoke-filled 
corridor intending to reach the rear fire 
escape. Half-way down the corridor he 
collapsed and was partially overcome. 
However, he was able to crawl to his 
wife and they reached their room, only 
to find the door had locked behind them 
when they left. Feeling in his jacket 
pocket, Ditlove came upon the small 
ring on which he had placed his hotel 
key and he was able to re-open the 
door. His wife and he were shortly 
rescued by firemen. 

G. H. Armitage, a telegraph operator, 
paralyzed from the hips down, was 
saved by firemen who carried him to 
safety, after entering by means of a 
ladder. 

Acting Fire Chief William Wallace 
said that every man in the fire depart- 
ment was called out. The blaze was 
expected to accentuate the civic pre- 
election debate over the merits of in- 
troducing a three-platoon system in the 


fire department in preference to the 
existing two-platoon system. Last year 
the measure was defeated by a small 


majority. If approved, it would mean 
the employment of about twenty more 
firemen on the Saskatoon force. The 
department’s present strength is ap- 
proximately 60. 


Board Defines "Fireproof" 


Concerned over the public reaction to 
the term ‘fireproof’ as applied to hotels 
like the LaSalle and Winecoff, General 
Manager W. E. Mallalieu of the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, said 
shortly after the Winecoff disaster, that 
some hotels, especially the newer ones, 
which had been built under the require- 
ments of a city building code modeled 
upon the Building Code recommended 
by the NBFA could advertise that they 
were fireproof. 

The term “fireproof construction” ac- 
cording to Mr. Mallalieu, indicates a 
type of construction in which the con- 
tents of the building can be completely 
destroyed and yet the framework of the 
building, including the interior, will be 
capable of being rehabilitated and con- 
tinued in use. 

The term ‘fireproof’ as applied to a 
hotel, he states, should not be used even 
though the structure of the building is 
of fireproof construction, unless all 
vertical openings, such as stairs, eleva- 
tors and other shafts are enclosed with 
partitions and have fire doors on all 
openings, thus preventing the upward 
travel of fire from one floor to another 
—vertical travel which was the prime 
cause of death and injury in both the 
LaSalle and the Winecoff fires. Also, 
said Mr. Mallalieu, the separating parti- 
tion and doorway between rooms and 
the corridor must be of such tvpe as to 
Prevent the ready spread of fire from 
One room to the corridor, or from the 
corridor to the room; this last means 
that there shall be no transom, and 
that any air conditioning system shall 
be of such a design as not to permit the 
travel of heated, toxic gases into rooms. 
He said that the fire insurance interests 


had no police power to require these 
features to be added to hotels, apart- 
ment buildings, clubs, office buildings, 
and factories, all of which should have 
this protection to stairways, light shafts, 
elevators and other passageways to pre- 
vent the vertical travel of fire from floor 
to floor. The correction of these con- 
ditions is, properly, a function of the 
municipality, which should include a 
retroactive clause in their building code 
under which these provisions should be 
required, or the building made safe for 
human occupancy through the installa- 
tion of an automatic sprinkler system. 


November Fire Losses Increase 
19.6%, Over 1945 


Estimated fire losses in the United 
States during November 1946 totalled 
$44,706,000, an increase of 19.6% over 


losses of $37,393,000 for November 1945, 
it was announced by W. E. Mallalieu, 
General Manager of the National Board 
of Fire Underwriters. November losses 
were 11.5% greater than losses of 
$40,108,000 for October of this year. 

The level of fire losses in the postwar 
period continues to rise and November’s 
fire waste brings the total for the first 
eleven months of this year to $503,393,- 
000, a figure that exceeds the losses of 
any entire year in the nineteen year 
period from 1927 to 1945, inclusive. 

Fire waste for the twelve months end- 
ing November 30 totalled $552,871,000, 
an increase of 20.3% or $93,326,000 over 
losses of $459,545,000 for the twelve 
months ending in November 1945. 

The Board’s estimates are based on 
incurred losses reported by member 
companies, plus an allowance for un- 
reported and uninsured losses. 


Hoboken Has Hotel Fire 


A fire partly damaged the Grand 
Hotel located on the southwest corner 
of Third and Hudson Sts. in Hoboken, 
N. J., on Sunday, November 24, 1946. 

The fire, a three alarm blaze, started 
shortly after 12 o’clock noon on Sunday. 
It wrecked the interior of the four 
story, fifty room Grand Hotel doing 
damage on which estimates ranged from 
$40,000 to $100,000. 

The blaze brought out all of the city’s 
six engine and three truck companies in 
charge of Acting Chief Smith. The 
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cause of the fire is undetermined but is 
said to have started in an air shaft on 
the first floor and raced up through the 
building. The desk clerk was unaware 
of the fire until he was informed by a 
patrolman going into the hotel to check 
on whether everyone had left the build- 


ing. 

Firemen fought the fire from both the 
Hudson and Third St. sides of the 
building using aerial ladders to bring 


hose lines over the building and down 
through the roof. Firemen were on the 
scene until after five o’clock in the 
evening. 

While responding to the alarm, a fire 
car containing Deputy Chief William 
3onin and his driver Fireman O’Dowd 
collided with another car. A passenger 
in the other car was injured and both 
cars were damaged.—Rosert E. RAMSEN. 


Fire Rules for Hotels Issued 

“Fire Safety Rules for Motel Guests,” 
a list of recommendations for prevention 
of panic and deaths by asphyxiation in 


hotel fires, has been published in pam- 
phlet form by the National Board of 
Fire Underwriters. The Board points 


out that many lives have been saved in 
hotel fires when guests followed the 
procedure outlined in the recommenda- 
tions. Copies are available from the Na- 
tional Board of Fire Underwriters, 85 
John Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


Hotel Fires Spur Endicott 
to Action 


Hard on the heels of the fatal At- 
lanta and Saskatoon hotel fires, Mayor 
E. Raymond Lee recommended and had 
adopted measures to spend $42,500 for 
Endicott, N. Y., fire-fighting equipment. 
At the same time, precautionary meas- 
ures were taken to safeguard existing 
combustible hotels and a proposed mul- 
ti-million dollar hostelry. 

Improvement requested by Fire Chief 
Edward J. Hart, include a new 100-foot 
steel aerial ladder and a modern 750 
GPM pumper to replace a 23-year-old 
unit. Delivery of a $10,000 squad truck, 
equipped with ‘fog,’ is expected shortly. 
The Chief has also asked the State Un- 
derwriter’s Rating Board to make an- 
other survey of Endicott to determine 
present fire-fighting effectiveness, and 
what improvements should be made. 





Grand Hotel Fire, Hoboken, N. J., at Its Height 
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FIRE AND BUILDING COLLAPSE 
KILL THIRTY-EIGHT IN NEW YORK 


Fireman Killed in Ice Plant Fire and 
Apartment Crash. Boys Responsible 


A Staff Report 


Sc ENES reminiscent of London, Co 
ventry and other war-bombed cities of 
Europe were enacted on a small scale 
in December when a fire-weakened wall 
of an abandoned ice plant in New York 
City fell against an adjoining apartment 
house, causing a collapse of the latter, 
taking a toll of thirty-eight lives, in- 
cluding that of one fireman, and in 
juring scores of others. 

Direct cause of the tragedy was a 
fire, or series of fires, in the large old 
ice storehouse which in its abandoned 
condition was the haunt of irresponsible 


juveniles, some of whom confessed to 


setting at least one of the recorded 
blazes 

The ice plant, located at 2517-19 Am- 
sterdam avenue, near 184th. street, Man 
hattan, just south of a six-story twenty- 
eight family tenement at 2515 Amster- 
dam avenue, was formerly occupied b 


the Knickerbocker Ice 
about the same height as the 
tenement. It had massive 36-inch 
walls reported to be _ insulated 
cork, supporting a heavy concrete 
on steel members 
Shortly after 5:00 
day, December 11, 


Company and 
adjoining 
brick 
with 
root 


P.M. on Wednes 


boys gained entrance 


to the plant and set a fire on the roof 


of the ice house. That fire, which 
brought a first alarm assignment of 
firemen at about 5:45 P.M. was ex- 
tinguished, fire officials believe. The 
cause of the fire, as given by Chief Fire 
Marshal Brophy of New York was 
“mischievous boys.’ 

That fire was followed by the turning 
in of an alarm at 11:59 P.M. from the 
same box (1753) a block away, for a 
fire in the same structure, which was 


discovered by a tenant in the adjoining 
apartment who smelled smoke, investi- 
gated and found sparks coming from 
the roof of the ice house. 

According to the report, the fire had 
its origin in a pipe shaft at the east end 


of the ice house, where a partition wall 
separates the storehouse and the main 
plant. The fire extended through the 


shaft to the hanging ceiling and to the 
cork insulation on the walls. “The store- 
house interior,’ Fire Marshal Brophy’s 
report said, “was entirely open from 
the first floor to the roof. During the 
extinguishment of the fire the roof, 
which was concrete, dropped into the 
storehouse and the 36-inch northside 
wall (see diagram) six stories in height 





Fire-Building Collapse Worst in New York's History 


Thirty-eight died, many were injured when heavy wall of abandoned ice plant fell against aged tenement 


during a fire View shows rear of wrecked 


apartrent with portion of ice 


plant wall and roof at left. 
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fell on the side of the six-story adjoin- 
ing tenement, demolishing the entire 
rear portion of the tenement and bury- 
ing the occupants of the twelve rear 
apartments in the debris.” 

According to the report, the ice store- 
house and main ice manufacturing plant 
had been unoccupied for eight years; 
all machinery and refrigerating equip- 
ment and piping had been removed for 
more than three years and there was no 
electric or gas service in the premises, 
The collapse, according to Brophy, 
was due “to the weakening of roof (ice 
house) beams by the fire, which ap- 
parently had been burning intensely for 
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Buildings Involved in Tragedy 


with dotted 
and tenement it 


Drawing shows layout of structures, 
lines indicating wall that fell 
wrecked. 


some time before its discovery, result- 
ing in the roof caving in and pushing 
out the north wall.” This theory is ques- 
tioned by some fire officials who point 
to the fact that photographs of the ruins 
clearly show heavy steel roof support- 
ing members yet in place. The evidence, 
however, tends to discount the initial 
reports of an explosion. There was a 
considerable blast of air coincident with 
the fall of the roof and wall, but 
whether this was due to ‘backdraft’ or 
to release of air pressure, or the igni- 
tion of gases has not been determined. 

The falling of the heavy icehouse wall 
against the eight-inch brick wall of the 
forty-year old tenement sliced the lat- 
ter in two, taking with it tenants in 
apartments, and on the roof, who were 
watching firemen fight the fire. The 
crash also carried fireman Frank 
Moorehead of Engine Co. 93 down with 


the icehouse roof to receive fatal in- 
juries. Deputy Chief Mike Powers nar- 
rowly escaped death when he leaped 
safely to a lower roof of the old ice 
plant; Battalion Chief Dan Shea also 


had a narrow as did a number 
of firemen. 

The collapse of the 
came about 1:00 A.M., after firemen had 
apparently confined the fire, which in- 
volved almost the entire interior of the 
icehouse. Twenty minutes after firemen 
under Chief Shea got to work, Rescue 
Co. 3 was special-called from the Bronx. 
Following the crash, additional alarms 
were sent out in rapid succession, for 
the most part to secure additional man- 
power. 

The chronology of alarms, which 
brought a total of thirty-one fire com- 
panies with additional miscellaneous 
units to the scene and necessitated the 


escape, 


wall and roof 


-_ 


— ST Renda wg T 
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shifting of thirty-six others was as fol- 
lows: 


11:59 P.M. Box 1753, Amsterdam and 

183rd_ st. 

12:19 P.M. Rescue 3. 

1:09 A.M. 2nd. alarm 

1:10 A.M. F. D. ambulances 

1:10 A.M. Public ambulances 

1:21 A.M. 3rd alarm 

1:23 A.M. 4th alarm 

1:38 A.M. Searchlight 21 

2:18 A.M. 5th alarm 

2:22 A.M. Rescue 1 

During the several day struggle to 
remove the dead and injured victims 
and to subdue smouldering fires, fire- 
men from battalions all over the city 
were detailed to duty at the site. 


The catastrophe was unparalled in 
the annals of New York fire fighting. 
Mayor O’Dwyer, Fire Commissioner 


Frank Quayle, and all Deputy Commis- 
sioners, with Fire Chief Frank Murphy 
and Police Commissioner Wallender 
were early at the scene. Municipal de- 
partments, in addition to fire and police 


also responding were: Hospitals; Hous- 
ing and Buildings; Sanitation; Welfare; 
Transportation; and Water, Gas and 


Electricity. Also Consolidated Edison, 


Consolidated 
Subway Co., 
Red Cross, 
sevetal contractors. 
most of the 
brini, Jewish 
Center Hospitals. 


Telegraph 
Salvation 


Memorial 


and 


Electric 
Army, American 
Third Ave. i 


Railway and 


' Ambulances 
casualties to Mother Ca- 


took 


and Medical 


Morrisania and Har- 


lem Hospitals also sent medical aid. 


Fire Department 


Ambulance 


com- 


pleted sixty-five hours and twenty min- 


utes of constant duty during which 
twelve officers, thirty-two firemen six 
civilians and two policemen were 
treated. The fire department’s Field 


Kitchen remained as long as the ambu- 
lance except for one response to a third 


alarm fire at Grand and Lewis sts, 
morning. President 


following Saturday 


the 


Crane and officers and trustees of the 
Uniformed Firemen Association  at- 
tended in relays and supervised the 


Kitchen. 
and the Third 
dispensed refreshments. 
Coming as it did 
Christmas, 
tragic. 
were children. 
were wiped out, 
capes from death 


Almost 


were 


EPIDEMIC OF TRESTLE FIRES 
INTERRUPTS RAILROAD TRAFFIC 


Three Trestles on Eastern Railways 
_Demolished by Fire Within a Few Days 


Tue metropolitan New York area 
suffered a series of serious fires in rail- 
road trestles early in December, all 
within a few days of each other and 
all of uncertain origin. 

Che first blaze destroyed 
feet of the Pennsylvania 
bridge that stretches across Barnegat 
Bay, N. J., forcing suspension of all 
through- train traffic between Camden, 
N. J., and coastal points as far north as 
Long Branch, N. J. 

Firemen from Ocean Gate and Sea- 
side Park, N. J., battled the stubborn 
blaze from boats which converged upon 
the flaming mid-section of the two-mile 
long span. Other firemen walked nearly 
a mile on open railroad ties to reach 
the fire, which was extinguished after 
a five hour fight. 

Like the Jamaica trestle blaze, which 
closely followed, it occurred at an early 
hour, the alarm being sounded at 2:30 
\.M. by two small radio stations in 
the area. Ocean Gate firemen responded 
first, as they are on the mainland side 
of the bridge, but when the fire con- 
tinued out of control, at 4:00 A.M., Sea- 
side Park firemen were summoned. The 
cause of the fire was not determined 
but like all the others it is being inves- 
tigated. 


nearly 300 
Railroad 


Second Fire in New York 


The second fire wrecked 1200 feet of 
the double-track four-mile Long _Is- 
land Railroad trestle that runs over Ja- 
maica Bay from Broad Channel to 
Hammels, in Queens. This fire was dis- 
covered about 3:30 A.M. by a block 


Termed ‘ 


operator at: Hammels. 
minutes, two engine 
ladder company 
problem complicated 
wind, below-freezing 
low tide. A New 
launch and Coast 
Rockaway 
low water made 
fighting impossible. 
flames by boat, 
the remains of the 


be relieved about every 


Alarmers 


arrived, 
by 
temperature 
York fireboat, 

Guard 
were at the scene but shal- 
effective 
Unable to reach the 
firemen had to cling to 
trestle 
water from hand pumps. 


shortly 
the disaster was all the more 
Many of the dead and injured 
i families 
the 


entire 
yet some of 
remarkable. 


Within 


companies and a 


Members of the Fire Bell Club 
Association 


before 


es- 


seven 


to find their 
a bitter cold 


boat 


marine 


and 


and 
police 
trom 


fire 


pour 


Crews had to 


fifteen 


minutes 


31 
and despite the fact that the fire was 
under control in two hours, it con- 


tinued to smoulder throughout the day. 


The fire cut off train service from 
1500 residents of Broad Channel and 
the Raunt and affected 25,000 other Long 
Island commuters on Long Island. The 
heat from burning creosoted piling and 
ties twisted rails, consumed crossties 
and timber supports and burned some 
high tension poles and signal equip- 
ment. The property loss was not dis- 
closed. It was reported the fire might 
have started from sparks from the third 
rail, the line being electrified at this 
point. 

The third trestle fire 
a few days after the other two, and 
destroyed the 60-year-old, all-timber 
New York and Long Branch Railroad 
trestle in Matawan, N. J., shortly after 
5:00 A. M., disrupting commuter travel 
between New York and Shore Points, 
and severing Western Union communi- 
cation lines. 


followed only 


The fire was discovered by a flagman 
at the Matawan station a few minutes 
after a northbound train had passed 
over the trestle (at 5:40 A.M.) Three 
separate fires at the trestle’s base were 


said to be burning when the flagman 
pulled the nearest fire alarm box. Four 
companies from Matawan _ responded 
and fought the fire, amid intense heat, 
from the swampy marshland through 
which the trestle passed. About an hour 
after the fire was reported, the bridge 
collapsed, despite the efforts of the 


Matawan firemen, aided by companies 


irom Keyport, Lawrence Harbor, Mor- 
ganville, Frenau and Cliffwood. 

The two-track, 1004-foot-long span 
was a total loss and an estimated 11,000 
Monmouth and Ocean County com- 
muters were cut off from regular rail 


transportation, 

New Jersey State police, firemen and 
railroad officials probed this blaze and, 
although circumstances surrounding its 
origin were suspicious, later pronounced 
the fire as not of incendiary origin. The 
cause was laid to sparks or live coals 
from a locomotive. Railroad engineers 
are said to have strict orders against 
dumping fires at either the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad’s trestle at Seaside Park, 
or Matawan 





Firemen of Six 


” the fire which destroyed the sixty-year-old 1,000-foot railroad trestle in Matawan, 


‘suspicious, 
, was fought by Matawan, 


Keyport, 


Communities Fight Trestle Fire 


Lawrence 


Harbor, Morganville, Frenau and Clifford firemen. 
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Signal Engineers Meet in Miami 


The 5lst Annual Meeting of the In- 


ternational Municipal Signal Associa- 
tion was held at Miami, Fla., Nov. 11- 
14, 1946, with an enthusiastic atten- 
dance 

On Nov. 13, “Fire Alarm Day” was 
under the chairmanship of Robert J 
Gaskill, Supt. Signal Service, Fort 


Wayne, Ind. and the papers read were: 


“How Municipal Signal Engineers 
Can Help Reduce Fire Disasters” by 
Herbert A. Friede, Supt. Fire Alarm, 
Washington, D. ¢ 

“Trends in Fire Alarm Communica- 
tions” by Wm. F. Hennessy, electrical 
engineer, Bureau of Fire Alarm Tele- 
graph, New York City 

“Standards for Adequate Fire Alarm 
Protection” by George L. Swan, engi- 
neer, National Board of Fire Under- 


writers, New York. 

“Relation of Fire Alarm Systems to 
the Fire Fighting Forces” by Henry W. 
Chase, Chief, Miami Fire Department, 
Miami, Fla 

“Delayed Alarms” by R. E. 
assistant secretary, \merican 
Telegraph Co., New York. 


Maginnis, 
District 


“My Fire Alarm Distribution System 
Failed” by Alfred C. Ames, Supt. Fire 
Alarm, Providence, R. I. 

“Police Patrol Systems” by Edw. J 


McCarthy, general sales manager, The 
Gamewell Company. 


“Training Personnel for the Fire 
Signal Service” by Robert J. Amster- 
burg, engineer, Signal Service, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. 

The Reference and Advisory Panel 
for Fire Alarm Day consisted of, Fire 
Alarm: Wm. H. Greenlaw, City Elec- 
trical, Beverly, Mass.; Police Signal 
System: Peter Camp, City Electrician, 
Grand Rapids, Mich.; Radio: Glen E. 


Nielsen, Federal Communications Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C. 

Che new officers elected for the com 
ing year were President, Wm. F 


Qualls, Supt. Electrical Dept., South 
Bend, Ind.; Ist Vice Pres., Adin W. 
Chase, City Electrician, Niagara Falls, 
N. Y.; 2nd Vice-Pres., Ray J. Myers, 


Supt. Signal Systems, Akron, O.; 3rd 
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Vice-Pres., F. O. Goodwin, City Elec- 
trician, Newport News, Va.; Secretary, 
Irving Shulsinger, 8 East 41st St., New 
York 17, N. Y.; Treasurer, Charles S. 
Downs, City Hall, Altoona, Pa. 


MANY HOLIDAY FATALITIES 
DESPITE PREVENTIVES MEASURES 


Christmas Tree Fires Take Their 
Usual High Toil in Life and Property 


Despite an awakened public con- 
sciouness of the danger of Christmas 
fires, and redoubled efforts on the part 
of fire prevention and safety engineers, 
fire over the holidays claimed a heavy 
toll of casualties. 

Patchogue, L. I.: For thirty-five 
years, except during the war, residents 
of Italian community of Patchogue have 
celebrated Christmas Eve by setting 
fire to a huge brush pile in a vacant lot 
near Our Lady of Mount Carmel Ro- 
man Catholic Church. On Dec. 23, 
about 8:00 P.M., some one with obvious 
disdain for tradition touched off the 
twenty-five foot mount of brush, which 
flared into the heavens. Local volunteer 
firemen extinguished the flames, but the 
Christmas Eve party was over. 

Ottawa, Canada: When a Christmas 
tree caught fire at a barracks that had 
been converted into a home for vet- 
erans, four children burned to death and 
their mother was critically injured. A 
branch of the tree was said to have been 
ignited at a near-by grill. 


Pittsburgh, Pa.: What looked like a 
little copper tube with wires attached to 





New Officers of International Municipal Signal Association. 


Left to right: Ray J. Myers, Akron, O., 3rd vice-president; William F. Qualls, South Bend, Ind., 


president; John J. Alles, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 


retiring president, IMSA; Standing: Irving 


Shulsinger, New York, secretary; Adin W. Chase, Niagara Falls, N. Y., second vice-president. 


it when 14-year-old Ronald Berich hung 
it on his Christmas tree turned out to 
be a detonator which exploded, blowing 
off thumbs and forefingers of both 
hands and inflicting serious internal in- 
juries. The boy’s father Clarence was 
slightly injured. He said the device had 
been knocking around the house for 
years and nobody knew what it was. 


Louisville, Ky.: Prompt action of 
firemen; calmness of guests, and pres- 
ence of proper fire escapes, were given 
credit for the fact no one was injured 
when fire broke out in the Kentucky 
Hotel, Louisville, on Dec. 22. All the 
330 guests in the hotel were removed to 
safety by firemen and hotel employees, 
who had been given fire drills by the 
management. 


Rye, N. Y.: A _ short-circuit in the 
wiring of a lighted Christmas tree in 
the library of Mrs. Flagler Matthew's 
large house on Ridge street was blamed 
for a fire which enveloped the 15-foot 
tree, and caused damage of $25,000 to 
library and furnishings. Fire Chief Fred 
Henne said the owner was lucky be- 
cause if the house had not been “fire- 
proof” the entire wing might have been 
destroyed.” 


Chicago, Ill.: Flames originating in 
Christmas tree wiring caused elevator 
evacuation of twenty-five guests on the 
top three floors of the sixteen-story 
Blackstone, ritzy Michigan avenue 
hotel, on the night of Dec. 26. The fire 
was confined to one room. Richard 
Jacombson, 51, a _ publisher, suffered 
burns on one hand in attempting to ex- 
tinguish flames in his fourteenth-floor 
suite. 


Trenton, N. J.: In a Christmas tree 
fire, an eight-year-old girl lost her life 
and three city firemen were slightly 
burned in the efforts to rescue the vic- 
tim. Deputy Fire Chief John Turner, 
said a short circuit was the cause otf 
the fire, which swept the two-story 
frame dwelling. A _ sixty-six-year-old 
grandmother and four other children es- 
caped, safely. 


Philadelphia, Pa.: The life of Billy 
Chenze, 5, son of Sgt. Albert Chenze, 
was dispaired of following a fire which 
started in a Christmas tree, while the 
youngster was playing nearby. The 
father, asleep on a couch, was badly 
burned, as was the mother who es- 
caped. The rescue squad of the fire de- 
partment revived Sgt. Chenze after 
twenty minutes work. 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Overhauling the firemanic news of the day 


by 


Bit Out at the Elbows, Wot? 

Fire Chief C. W. Tucker, of the 
Huntertown Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment, Huntertown, Ind., likes to re- 
count the one about the section hand 
on the G. R. & I. Railroad. 

Seems that when burning off the 
right-o’-way of the railroad the Hunter- 
town Section gang had to use an assort- 
ment of old coats to control a fire. It 
didn’t do the garments any good. 

Well, leaving their section car, one 
day, a new hand was told to grab a 
coat that fitted him, and come along. 
He did. After trying on three of the 
coats he came trotting after the gang 
on a hot August day, all togged out— 
in a jacket that was little more than 
burned holes and tatters from the 
shoulders down—and about sleeveless. 

* + * 


Write Your Own Caption 
We culled this ’un from “The Chief”, 
New York’s civil service newspaper— 
3g? column and reprint it “as was” 
Radio Dole—Resolution approv- 
ss  eamaanae of $950 for two-way 


radio units for two fire dept. auto- 
mobiles.—Board of Estimate Calendar 
in Fire Prevention Week. 

Police planning two-way F. M. radio 


in all boroughs: 369 patrol cars to be 
equipped at cost of $250,000—New 
York sraeragayers on Fire Prevention 
Day. 

Editor's note: 
the N. Y. F. D. 


the case for 
isn’t as bad as this 
would indicate. Plans for radio im- 
provements in the fire department in- 
clude much much more equipment than 
this! 


Actually, 


* * * 
Bleacher Blast Hurts Nine 


In Uniontown, Pa., explosion of a 
fireworks torpedo in the _ bleachers 
between halves at the Uniontown-South 
Union High School football game the 
night of October 17, blew one student’s 
hand off and injured eight other boys. 

Uriah Barnhart, Jr., 16, of Uniontown 
High School was holding the torpedo 
when it went off. Two other boys who 
said they thought a bomb had fallen 
on them, fainted and fell twelve or 
fifteen feet from the top of the bleachers. 

Nobody seems to know where the 
bomb came from, or who made it. 

* * 


Dithers in Danbury! 


On Dec. 1, the big steam whistle that 
blew the time o’ day for Danbury, 
Conn., for the last thirty-one years, and 
has summoned firemen on _ multiple 
alarms, was muted. It was on the 
plant of the gas and electric company, 
which shut down and there wasn’t an- 
other commercial building in the city 
having 24-hour steam capacity. So 
there has been considerable dither in 
Danbury, most worried soul being Fire 
Chief John H. McNamara who says he 
just don’t know what’s gonna happen. 

Danbury’s city alarm system can 
cope with a single fire, but more than 
one requires the summoning by whistle 
of the “off-shift” of paid firemen as 
well as some of the community’s 320 
volunteers. Until 1921, when the two- 
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platoon system became effective, the 
tooter was used even more, because in 
the paid branch of the department there 
were only enough men to provide a 
driver for each piece of apparatus. To- 
day, with thirty paid men, fifteen always 
on hand, most situations can be han- 
dled without reinforcements—but “one 
never knows”, so they’re in a swivet in 
Danbury. Chief McNamara says that 
until some solution is worked out he 
thinks the best thing is for everyone to 
keep his fingers crossed and hope for 
the best. Well, here’s nice hopin’, 
chief! 
+ * * 
Low Downs from L. A. 


From demon clipper C. B. Ashley of 
Los Angeles, comes the case of Fire- 
man George Morley of Engine 32, L. A. 
F. D., who was literally blown through 
a wall, and lived to tell about it. Briefly, 
3rother Morley answered a fire call with 
his company, to a residence on Occi- 
dental Blvd., where a blaze had started 
in the closet and the door has been 
kept tightly closed to prevent its spread- 
ing, as the account goes. 

When Morley opened the door there 
was a flare-up and blast that blew him 
right through a near-by wall. The old 


story of fresh air rushing into oxygen- 
exhausted space, resulting in a back- 
draft? 

Morley was treated at the hospital 
for severe burns of the head, arms and 
face. 

. * * * 

Hot Off the Tape 

Everybody had a good time at the 


first social and dance of fire 
No. 3 of Rutherford, N. J., 
hosts—the firemen, who were busy in 
the cold, fighting a big blaze in the 
business district. Speaking of par- 
ties, in Buhl, Idaho, firemen, dressed 
in their Sunday best for their annual 
ball were about to begin when—you 
guess it—the alarm sounded. Out they 
ran—out went the small house fire, and 
in came the vamps, to wash up and re- 
sume the ball... . In Chicago, when a 
fire destroyed the home of friends, Mrs. 
Jennie Corvo offered to help. She told 
the couple they and their five children 
could live with her and her husband and 
their nine children in their six-room flat. 
That’s adding “7 to 11”... . Crill Burge, 
elected chief of the Collinsville, Ill., Fire 
Department, put plenty of zip and zest 
into his first day’s work as chief. An 
alarm called him to his own home! 
(Thanks Irv Johnson) . . In Mon- 
tello, Wis., hospitality and the housing 
shortage caused the mayor, the city 
council, the fire department and the 
public library to move to new quarters. 
The town leased the city hall to a wash- 
ing machine manufacturer looking for 
space. Fire departments just don’t seem 
to rate in some places! .. . Oh Blazes! 
Flames swept the upper floors of a 
Broadway (New York City) building 
destroying $5,000 in fire extinguishers! 
... In Duquoin, IIl., Police Chief L. E. 
Pyle almost made a “hot” sale. While 
he sat in a prospective buyer’s home 
and described the empty lots he had 


Company 
except the 


33 


for sale, firemen fought a grass fire on 
the lots, located next door. Pyle was 
unaware of the blaze... . In Santa Bar- 
bara, Cal. a fire’s one thing but a 
nylon line’s another. Fire Chief C. L. 
Tenney reported that not a woman in a 
half-block-long queue outside a dress 
shop lost her place when engines roared 
up to extinguish a minor blaze. 
Fireman Frank Holzman, the Bronx, 
N. Y. C., attached to Ladder 47 had the 
unique experience of rolling to a fire 
burning in an auto in a vacant lot, to 
find it was his own car, which had 
been swiped from its place ferninst the 
firehouse by a bum who ran it off the 
road down an embankment where it 
caught fire. The injured culprit was 
picked up six blocks away. ... In 
Bucyrus, Ohio, the city curfew may be 
moved up one hour so that firemen can 
get to bed earlier. . . . In Boston, the 
mayor says the firemen can get along 
without beds, and they’re gonna have to 
do so. . . .In Jamestown, N. Y., light- 
ning was co-operative when it struck 
Mrs. Mildred Cramer’s house during a 
thunderstorm. The bolt set fire to the 
insulation on the doorbell wiring and 
an aerial wire and rang the bell sim- 
ultaneously, warning of danger. ... In 
Jersey City, N. ]., patrons at the Stan- 
ley Theatre, downtown, sat through a 
film one night unaware that firemen 
were battling a blaze in the boiler 
room. The fire, caused by spontaneous 
ignition in coal, was a three-hour job, 
mostly “overhauling”... . In New Or- 
leans, La., Fireman William Cashen, 42, 
attached to Ladder 11, received a severe 
laceration and possible compound frac- 
ture of the left leg when he fell while 
practicing ladder climbing. More 
than 2,300 claims and lawsuits against 
the East Ohio Gas Co., resulting from 
the fire at the company’s liquefaction 
plant Oct. 20, 1944, have been settled. 
All but 20 were adjusted by April last 
for the sum of $3,893,812. The fire 
brought death to 130 persons. . .. Justa 
give you an idea of what some of New 
York’s fire-fighters are up against, 1407 
violations of the building code were 
found in one block of the Harlem sec- 
tion of Manhattan. ... Paper which had 
been hoarded in the air chamber of a 
hot air furnace by rats was listed as 
the cause of a blaze in a Quincy, Mass., 
apartment house, according to Fire 
Capt. George L. Dorlay (Thanks, Ralph 
Faulkner). To Pat. S. Holz, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, thanks for the bundle of 
clippings they'll see type eventually. 
In Bolivar, Tenn., an estimated 400 ne- 
gro insane asylum patients were led 
to safety as fire swept through a dormi- 
tory at the Western State Hospital... . 
In Chicago, fire got a mean start on 
Christmas by destroying about $200,000 
worth of merchandise—part of it Christ- 
mas stock, in a four-story downtown 
building. . . . In December, fires burned 
310 feet below the surface in the main 
shaft of the Locust Gap colliery of the 
Philadelphia & Reading Coal & Iron 
Co. ... One man was burned to death 
and four escaped unharmed when a mix- 
ing vat explosion set fire to a building 
in the fabrics division of the F. TIT. du 
Pont de Nemours Co. plant at New- 
burgh, N. Y. 


x * * 
There's Some Kindness in the World 

Early in November, last, William 
Wilbur’s home located ‘just over the 


(Continued on page 40) 














YOU CAN MAKE LIGHT OF THIS 


From Russell J. Porter, New York 
City fireman, comes a suggestion to 


make your portable light set do a little 
more work. But let him tell his story 


when a company rolls up. Our experi- 
ence is that you can’t always count on 
the hotel or building elevator operators 
or superintendents to be waiting for you 
to personally conduct you where you 
want to go and, with seconds precious, 
you don’t have any time to go hunting 
‘em up. A lot of our companies in mid- 
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_ “The little gadget illustrated will be 
found to be very efficient and both a 
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HOMELITE 


time and labor saver. Its use may not 
be practical at all times but it does have 
advantages 

“Often while operating at fires or 
other emergencies, the portable light 
plant is needed in a hurry. In order to 
avoid the delay necessitated by the 
starting of the generator and stretching 
of extension lines (cords), both time and 
labor may be cut to a minimum by the 
use of a 5-ft. extension cord equipped 
on one end with the plant’s female 
plug and on the other with conventional 
plug found in more popular use, which 
is plugged directly into the available 
supply. 

“The light plant I refer to utilizes the 
locking type of plug which will not fit 
into the conventional type of receptacle 
or bulb outlet; thus the adapter. 

“The extension cord should be about 
5-ft. long so that the weight of the plug 
on the other end will rest on the floor 
and will not have a tendency to pull the 
cord out of the outlet 


* * 


ELEVATOR KEYS 


A lieutenant in charge of an engine 
company that responded to a recent fire 
in one of New York's skyscraper hotels 
just before daylight one morning said 
that when his company rolled in and 
was ordered to take the elevator to the 
thirteenth floor (the fire floor) his crew 
were stumped. Of the battery of eleva- 
tors, only three were in operation—and 
the entire three, according to the indi- 
cators, were all up on the thirteenth 
floor. 

“After banging on the doors and yell- 
ing, one of the elevators finally came 
down and we corned the meee 
operator to take us back up,” he said. 
“When we got there we found the 
hotel’s ‘fire fighting crew’ had beat it, 
leaving the houseline bleeding on the 
floor. The fire was going good, but it 
was held to a single room by fast work 

“All this shows the wisdom of either 
equipping fire companies that must 
respond to certain hotels or tall build 
ings where elevators must be used, 
or information 
quickly be found 


either with elevator keys, 
they can 


on where 
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town have keys to elevators of such 
structures where they’re first due and no 
time is lost getting a car and our men 
into action.’ 

Thanks, lieutenant, we 
this was done. Seems like a good idea 
—similar to that of having nearest 
municipal fire forces equipped with nec- 
essary keys to the industrial plants or 
other places that are usually locked up 
tight when not in operation. 

x * * 


TO CARRY TOOLS 
The New York Fire Department—or 
at least many of its ladder and engine 
companies—use a short piece of rope 
with eyes spliced in each end to facili- 
tate carrying more than a single tool 
when getting into action. By slipping a 
claw-tool into one loop, and a Kelly 
tool (lock breaker) into the other, one 
man can carry both tools over his 
shoulder, leaving his hands 
climbing ladders or other work. 

7 * k 


MAKE SURE OF YOUR BLINKER 


Lt. John E. Haley, Engine Co. 9, 
Utica, N. Y., comes up with this one to 
facilitate use of the oscillating blinker 
warning light. The Lieutenant writes: 

“Here is a simple way to be certain 
the red blinker light is on when re- 
sponding to an alarm. 

“Most red lights on apparatus are 
controlled by a switch on the dash. A 


didn’t know 


free for , 
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wire runs from either battery or fuse- 
block to the switch and from the switch 
to the red light. By simply removing 
the wire that runs from the fuse-block 
and hooking this wire on the side of the 
ignition switch that is ‘live’ when the 
ignition key is turned on, the original 
red light switch can be left on at all 
times and the red light will function as 
soon as the motor is started. If the rig 
has an ignition pilot light, the lead can 
be taken from there. When it is desired 
to shut off the red light, the original 
light switch can be turned off. 

“In the accompanying sketch, wire A 
to B is substituted by wire A to D, or 
if pilot light is available, A to C.” 

* * * 


The Old Timer Says— 


“A lotta paid chiefs look down their 
noses at their volunteer brothers. If 
they got around much, outside their own 
bailiwicks, they might find some good 
ideas in the departments run by some of 
those vamps. The volunteer chief’s 
gotta be self-reliant. He hasn’t any 
‘master mechanic’ or ‘super of motive 
power’ to fall back on. Yessir, there’s 
a lotta ‘short cuts and gadgets’ in those 
volunteer fire companies that we old 
timers might well look into and mebbe 
adopt!” e@ a 


WANTS A BOOK OF 'SHORT CUTS' 


A number of our readers have in- 
quired if we intend to publish a book 
or manual that will include all the 
contributions and ideas published in this 
monthly feature of Fire ENGINEERING. 

Latest of these ’quiries comes from 
Captain R. C. Downey of Jackson, Mich. 
who says: “I am writing to see if you 
have had all of the ‘Short Cuts and 
Gadgets’ put into book form or if you 
have pamphlets made of them. 

“T have picked out several of them and 
put them to good use and I thought if 
you had made up a book of them or a 
pamphlet I would like to buy it or 
them?” 

To Captain Downey, and our other 
inquiring readers, we hasten to say, 
ultimately “Short Cuts and Gadgets” 
will find their way into some sort of 
books or other published text, depend- 
ing upon a number of factors such as 
present day publishing limitations, paper 
shortages and so on. Meanwhile, we 
continue to welcome contributions from 
our readers—for which we will cheer- 
fully pay at our established rate. 

* * * 


The Old Timer Says— 


Discipline in the fire service is very 
essential and one of those factors that’s 
all —a and —— the other fellow! 
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THE USE OF FIRE POLICE 


Tue discussion in this round Table 
is a continuation of that which ap- 
peared in the November and Decem- 
ber issues of FrrE ENGINEERING on 
the use of fire police. 

The general response from our 
readers makes it necessary to carry 
the discussion over to this issue. 

Readers are invited to send in their 
comments on this subject. Address 
communication to Round Table Edi- 
tor, Fire ENGINEERING, 24 West 
40th Street, New York, N. Y. 


Discussion of the Topic 


Louis Spine, Chief, Somerville, N. J.: 
The members of this organization 
are sworn in as special police and 
have the authority to make an arrest. 
Our fire police direct traffic at the 
scene of a fire, block off the intersec- 
tion on each_side of same, allow only 
enough firemen with cars to park in 
the area without interfering with the 
apparatus. They also set up fire lines, 
stand duty at the building on fire and 
carry out any orders issued by the 
fire chief in charge. 

Their work also covers other activi- 
ties such as duty at the high school 
whenever the auditorium is in use, 
when dances or indoor boxing matches 
are being held or at any event where 
there is a gathering of people. The 
Chief of Police also assigns them to 
do police duty whenever extra men 
are needed. 

I believe that fire police are an asset 
to a community which has no organ- 
ized police department, if they carry 
on the work our unit does and are 
given authority to arrest. In this way 
the people will respect them. Care 
should be taken to assign the right 
men to this work. 

H. A. Stanton, Chief, Storm Lake, Ia.: 
We have the retired members of our 
department sworn in as police by 
our mayor and used them as police at 
a fire, along with the regular police. 
This arrangement has been very satis- 
fatcory. 

Van E. Russell, Chief, Rockland, Me.: 
We use fire police in our city. They 
are sworn in and come directly under 
the chief of the fire department. Their 
work pertains only to fire department. 
The reason for their coming directly 
under the chief of the fire department 
is that they have only one boss and 
cannot be taken off and put on any 
other job. This also makes them 
more fitted for the job because they 
specialize in this one line of work and 
do not need so much supervising. 

I believe that fire police are useful 
where a community has no organized 


police department. The job requires 
men that do not have to fight fires. 
These men may be left as watchmen 
over property that might be exposed 
either to a rekindle or theft. They are 
also essential for traffic duty; also in 
case of incendiary or suspicious fires, 
they can police the job, which in turn, 
relieves any fireman that might other- 
wise have to be detailed for that 
work. 


Wright Hedges, Chief, Atlantic, Ia.: 


Two members of our department are 
sworn in as fire police and on the 
fire ground have the same authority 
as the city police. They have no 
duties other than fire duties. 

In a community with no organized 
police department, I definitely believe 
there would be many opportunities 
for fire police such as protection of 
property, direction of traffic, handling 
of fire fans to prevent interference 
with firemen, inspection and investi- 
gation. 


H. Atwood, Chief, Newark, N. Y.: Fire 


police are sworn into the police de- 
partment in our city. They have the 
same duties as do regular police from 
the time an alarm is sounded until 
the all-out’ signal is blown after equip- 
ment has returned to headquarters. 

These men also are on duty at 
dances, theatres, and sports events 
that are held indoors, such as_ bas- 
ketball games. 

They are particularly helpful in 
handling traffic and establishing fire 
lines. They are also used to guard the 
contents of buildings and homes, as 
sometimes the firemen are blamed for 
taking things which they do not. 


John H. Atwell, Chief, Culver City, 


Cal.: I have never worked where 
there wasn’t a full paid regular police 
department. Our police department 
here receives and responds to all fire 
alarms, and have always been very 
cooperative with our department. 








HERE IS THE QUESTION: 


Does your community use Fire 
Police? 

If so, what authority do they 
possess? 

Does their work cover other 
activities than fire duty? If so, 
what? 

Where a community has no or- 
ganized police department, do 
you believe Fire Police would 
be useful to the fire depait- 
ment. In what way? 





Clarence 


E. L. Crouse, Chief, 
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I do believe, where there is no reg- 
ular police department, an organiza- 
tion of fire police would be of value 
in keeping the crowds a reasonable 
distance from the fire, stretching fire 
lines. They could also divert and 
regulate the heavy traffic that always 
follows fire apparatus. They could 
also be used to protect property 
damaged by fire in the absence of the 
owners after the fire is extinguished. 


D. C. Blackshear, Chief, Hugo, Okla.: 


It is my opinion that a community 
without a regular police department 
could use fire police to great advan- 
tage at fires. 

Schlansky, Chief, Miami, 
Ariz.: Our community has no fire 
police officially appointed. We have, 
however, a couple of policemen who 
are also firemen. They take over at 
the fire and act in the capacity of 
policemen, and keep cars from run- 
ning over hose, getting crowds back 
and performing any duty which will 
benefit the fire department. They 
have full authority as policemen. 

In communities where there is no 
organized police department, I believe 
fire police would be very helpful. Of 
course, they would have to have 
authority and also some backing in 
the event someone disobeyed them 
and force were necessary. 


W. N. Girdner, Chief, Clinton, Okla.: 


Our police department answers all 
fire calls in our city. Fire police 
would be very effective in small com- 
munities. 


Charles E. Lane, Great Falls, Mont.: 


Fire police’ are not used in Great 
Falls, but the police department does 
direct traffic at all fires. They keep 
people back from the fire so we have 
room to work. 

Huntington, 
W. Va.: We do not use fire police in 
our city. We have planned this police 
activity for the holiday season, using 
night patrols. In a few cases we have 
seen that a considerable amount of 
damage might have been saved by 
these patrols. 

Our men would have discovered 
the fire long before it was discovered. 
These men should have ample police 
authority. With this kind of activity, 
I believe we could detect our arson 
cases more readily. 


. F. Finnegan, Chief, Richmond, Va.: 


We do not have fire police in Rich- 
mond. Our firemen are sworn in as 
special officers and do special work 
at times, such as patrol work on street 
cars or at special entertainments. 


Frank Pulaski, Chief, Boise, Idaho: 


We do not use the members of the 
fire department for fire police, but the 
regular police department answers all 
fires and they do the police work at 
fires. 


Rudolph E. Anderson, Chief, Racine, 


Wis.: We have a newly created fire 
inspection bureau and a_ newly 
adopted city fire ordinance that is 
quite impressive and gives the fire de- 
partment a wide range to bring about 
better conditions of housekeeping, 
building, etc., in factories, mercantile 
buildings, and all other structures. 
The Chief of the Fire Prevention 
Bureau can, upon finding a violation 
of the state code, or city ordinances, 
ask the City Attorney to swear out 
a warrant for the party guilty of the 


(Continued on page 58) 
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P The farmer looked at him in amaze- 
ment. 
“How can a man be short and thin 
and still weigh 350 pounds?” ” 
“Don’t act so surprised,” replied the a 
— . “ we 
-- guard angrily, “I told you “he was wane? 
crazy.”—England Hospital Review. «ow 





e@UAO i eee 
Public Apology ' 


Grandma Stubbing did not have one 
| child after another last Monday night as 
reported in  Friday’s Post-Examiner. 
What she had was one chill after 
another. 














To the query: “Papa, what is the per- 
son called who brings you into contact 
with the spirit world?” 

The hardened sergeant-father replied: 


——— “A bartender, my son.” 
































One way to get your troubles off your 
mind is to go horseback riding—espe- 
cially if you aren’t used to it. 








Barber: “Sonny, how do you want 
your hair cut?” 

Sonny: “With a hole on top like 
Daddy’s.” 











ditton 








“Paw, does bigamy mean that a man 
has one wife too many?” 

“Not necessarily, my boy. A man can 
have one wife too many and still not be 
Disaster The farmer puffed thoughtfully on his 4 bigamist.” 


The doctors, after much consultation, corncob — and asked: “What did he 
look like? 


had decided that, after 20 years in the 


"All the Money Around Here Makes This Place a Regular Fire Trap!" 





The bachelor is a crazy guy, 


seeatel teeene, Mie. Black was Ot to be “He’s short,” said the guard, “and he And has a lot of fun. j 
aiheened dies is very thin and weighs about 350 He sizes all the cuties up, / 
egape pounds.” 3ut never Mrs. one. 


On the morning of his release Mr. 
Blank was allowed to shave himself in- 
stead of having to submit to the atten- 
tions of the barber in the home. Turn- 
ing to address a remark to one of the 
attendants who had come to wish him 
goodbye, his razor caught the string 
which supported the shaving mirror, 
which fell to the ground 

When Mr. Blank tried to go on with 
his shave he looked at the blank wall. 

“Well,” he said, with a sigh, “if that 
isn’t just my luck. After 20 years in this 
place, on the very day I’m going to be 
let out, I’ve cut my head off!” 





~~ a 

















Melba: “How’s your cousin these 
days?” I haven’t seen her in a couple 
years.” 


Velva: “She’s married now and just 
as happy as a lark. Just the other day 
she gave birth to a big eight pound baby 
girl.” 

Melba: “Well, good for her. She al- 
ways wanted a girl so she could name 
her June.” 

Velva: “She had to discard the name 
June, though.” 

Melba: “How come?” 

Velva: “Because she married a man 
named Bugg.” 























A guard from the lunatic asylum 
rushed up to a farmer on the road and 
said: “I’m looking for an_ escaped 
lunatic. Did he pass this way?” “Am | Glad to See You! | Can't Make Head or Tail of This Book." 
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A TOUGH Pump 
For Tough Fires! 











WATEROUS Fire Pumps can be depended on for the 
tough ones—they're ruggedly built and can take it! 


WATEROUS Pumps are standard equipment on lead- 
ing makes of fire apparatus. By specifying WATEROUS 
on your new pumper you get the advantages of 
WATEROUS advanced engineering and precision 


manufacture—backed by 60 years of know-how. 


WATEROLS Write for your copy of the new 
WATEROUS Centrifugal Fire Catalog 
today. Complete data on WATEROUS 


design made easy through illustrations 





and colorful diagrams. 


WATEROUS 
FIRE PUMPS 


WATEROUS COMPANY - ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA 
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Holiday Fatalities 
(Continued from page 32) 


In another Philadelphia fire caused 
by a short circuit in lighting decora- 
tions, a three-year-old boy narrowly es- 
caped injuries when the Christmas tree 
ignited. He was playing with an elec- 
tric train beneath the tree when it 
flared up. The father, daring burns, 
threw the tree into the street where 
firemen of Engine 60 extinguished it, 
together with the flames in the dwell- 
ing porch. 





In still another Philadelphia Christ- 
mas tree fire, a baby was rescued, badly 
burned, from her crib near a flaming 
tree, by her aunt, who was seriously 
burned in the effort. A woman and her 
daughter living on the top floor of the 
three-story apartment in which the fire 
started, saved themselves by crossing 
over roofs to a neighboring dwelling. 
About twenty other occupants of the 
structures were driven out by smoke 
from the fire that burned out the first 
and second floors, before being con- 
trolled by firemen. 





Philadelphia, Pa.: Two brothers 
perished and a third youth was burned 
critically Dec. 23, as flames, started by 
a Christmas candle, destroyed a_ back- 
yard clubhouse and slightly damaged 
an adjoining apartment. 

Dartmouth, Mass.: The cottage 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Mello 
and their six children burned to the 
ground, but Santa Claus came down 
the chimney just the same. The Mellos, 
children of a World War II veteran, 
salvaged little more than the clothes on 
their backs, but, with Christmas com- 
ing, firemen started a fund. Intended 
only to raise money for clothing for the 
kids, aged three months to six years, 
the fund, launched by firemen starting 
with $5 apiece, soon topped $700. The 
Mellos, temporarily living with rela- 
tives, had a Christmas, after all. 





New York City: John Migliorena, 69, 
trimmed the family Christmas tree at 


| his apartment. A_ short-circuit in the 


tree lighting apparatus blew the fuses 
and started a fire. When firemen, called 
by neighbors, arrived, Mr. Migliorena 
was trying to beat out flames with his 
hands. He went to the hospital with 
second-degree burns. Firemen extin- 
guished the blaze and helped save some 
presents. Others the victim had saved 
by throwing them out of the room. 


Philadelphia, Pa.: About 3:00 A. M. 
on Christmas morning the last of the 
Christmas Eve crowd that traditionally 
celebrated in the famous Pen and Pencil 
Club in downtown Philadelphia, left the 
clubhouse. Bill Long, manager, took a 
look around, at the paneled walls, 
framed photographs of notables, the 
sketches and other memorabilia, and 
turned the key. 

At 6:00 A.M. Christmas morning 
firemen were called to the burning 
Club. Flames had already involved the 
ground floor and roared up the stair- 
way. The relics and other materials 
were ruined. 


Fayetteville, Ark.: Two Catholic 
priests burned to death on Dec. 26 in 
the rectory adjacent to St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church here. They were Rev 
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ATLA Ss arety EQUIPMENT CO. Inc. 


27 WARREN STREET * &* & & & & & & & & & NEW YORK 7,N. Y. 





NOTE NET 


ith it—another lesson for fire chiefs 


— 


- 


People will continue to be careless. The Winecoff Hotel 
fire is just another bad example. The best a fire depart- 
ment can do is to inspect and insist on regulations being 
lived up to. After that the only thing to do is prepare for 
the worst. These hotel fires bring home the fact that 
every fire department should be completely equipped 
with dependable life nets—the best you can buy. 


ATLAS is the only net that gives you patented dual shock 
absorbers with scientifically engineered recoil mechanism 
to withstand shocks—eliminate strain on men. Forged steel 
hinges—not cast iron—and double straps at each point 
of strain, plus a specially made fabric, make ATLAS the 
strongest and most durable life net ever available to the 
fire service. 

These hotel fires, particularly, should be a lesson in pre- 
paredness. Don't wait. Specify an ATLAS to replace your 
old outmoded net. Specify ATLAS on all new apparatus. 
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FOR YOUR PROTECTION! 
ORDER 
MIDWESTERN 


PROTECTIVE CLOTHING! 
INCLUDING THE POPULAR 
===COMBINATION SUIT=== 





This Midwestern Combination 
Suit, made of Vanitex, the 
modern waterproof fabric, is 
sold separately or together. 
The “Mackinaw Coat" is a 
highly serviceable garment, 
with flexible elastic inner 
sleeves, adjustable collar 
strap, detachable wool lining, 
Midwestern safety snaps, two 
outside pockets, 6” storm 
flap and many other good 





features. 


HUNDREDS IN USE ALL OVER AMERICA 


Midwestern Bunker Pants with de- 
tachable wool lining, safety snap on 
adjustable belt, wide protecting flap, 
are sturdily constructed with rein- 
forced crotch for pole sliding. 


Write today. 


FIREMEN'S BOOTS 


Regular Firemen's Boots 
are now available. %, 
length. Hundreds in use 
all over America. See 
your local Midwestern 
Dealer or write the fac- 
tory. 


MIDWESTERN MFG. CO. 


MACKINAW, ILL. 
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Charles A. McCauley, 42 pastor of St. 
Joseph’s and the Rev. Francis X. Dol- 
larton, 55, who had come on Christmas 
Eve from Little Rock to assist Father 
McCauley who had been ill, with serv- 
ices. 

The two died in an upstairs bedroom 
when the blaze, of undetermined origin, 
swept the two story frame rectory. 





Brooklyn, N. Y.: A short circuit in 
Christmas tree lights caused a fire that 
burned out a second-floor apartment in 
a three-story brick tenement on Sutter 
st. shortly after 3:00 P.M. Christmas 
Day. Toys had just been placed around 
the tree and were lost in the fire. Mr. 
and Mrs. Price, and their four children 
escaped with the aid of neighbors. Fire- 
men confined the fire and assisted other 
tenants to escape the flames. 


San Francisco, Cal.: The Western 
Christmas tree market, which was ask- 
ing $1.50 a foot, went up in smoke. In 
the San Francisco Bay area, an esti- 
mated 136,000 trees were burned or 
dumped as buyers refused to purchase 
at inflated prices. 





The Watch Desk 


(Continued from page 33) 


city line of Terre Haute, Ind., burned to 
the ground and his baby burned to 
death. Terre Haute firemen were not 
permitted to cross over into the suburb 
in which Wilbur’s modest house was 
situated because of a ruling that those 
property owners who opposed annexa- 
tion to Terre sriaute were not entitled 
to protection by the city’s fire fighters. 

Last November, eighty volunteer car- 
penters built a house for the unfortunate 
Wilbur in a niacter of hours. It was a 
manifestation of community conscience 

-the carpenters’ work cost Wilbur not 
a dime and the building material they 
used cost him nothing, it being con- 
tributed by contractors. And so, in a 
few hours, Wilbur and his wife and 
their two surviving children moved into 
the four-room house erected by a com- 
passionate kindly citizenry. 

Still suffering from burns received in 
his luckless effort to save his baby, Wil- 
bur could only watch out the window 
of the abandoned filling station where 
he and his family have been living since 
the fire. Sympathetic neighbors col- 
lected $1,000 to replace clothing and 
furniture lost in the blaze, which took 
everything the family had. 





Four Dallas Fires Cause 
Heavy Loss 


Dallas, Texas, fire-fighters, already 
fatigued from fighting a $105,000 fire in 
the Burrus Feed Mills and a $30,000 
blaze in a suburban shopping center, 
were forced to further exert themselves 
to control a threatening fire in the base- 
ment of the Neiman-Marcus Depart- 
ment Store, one of the city’s foremost 
retail establishments. Damage from this 
fire may top $500,000. 

Firemen were called to the store by 
an automatic alarm system at 11:57 
P.M. about the time a watchman on his 
rounds on the fifth floor of the big 
building heard a series of rumbling 
noises just before midnight. Descending 
by elevator, he found smoke as did 
arriving fire-fighters under Battalion 
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and Stricken early one morning, Mr. Ashman collapsed before a 
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ready availability of an E & J undoubtedly is responsible for 
his miraculous recovery. 











! Fire Departments are frequently faced with many and varied 

- emergency life-saving calls. When your department receives 
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Chief A. B. Williams, who described water reached knee-depth in places. It 
the situation as serious Was necessary for firemen directing 
Veteran firemen of the department operations to use gas masks. At 1:00 
termed it the most stubborn hard-to- A.M., portable generators were set up 
reach blaze in their experience. The outs ide the entrance to feed spotlights 
furnace-hot fire in reserve stocks of furs, which were carried into the interior, the 
shoes and other merchandise stored in lighting. system of the building having 
the basement for holiday sales, sent failed soon after the fire was discovered. 
heavy clouds of smoke throughout the Stanley Marcus, executive vice-pres- 
five-story building, smartly decorated ident of the company praised the fire- 
for the Christmas season. At least half men for their consideration in hafidling 
a dozen firemen were overcome by _ the fire with minimum damage. 
smoke and fumes, among them Assist Fire Chief C. N. Penn said that the 
ant Chief J. W. Owens, who was hos- spectacular series of fires in the city, in- 
pitalized cluding the 4-alarm blaze at Burrus 
To get at the stubborn fire, holes were Feed Mills, Alamo and Olin Wellborn 
cut in the ground floor and lines operat- streets; the 2-alarm fire in the business 
ing cellar pipes and distributors poured section at Worth and Carroll, and a fire 
tons of water into the basement, until in a shed of the City Ice Delivery Com- 
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pany at Harwood and McKinney 
streets, would run Dallas’ 1946 fire 
losses to more than $1,000,000, dimming 
chances for removal of a 5 per cent in- 
surance penalty in 1947. 

An interesting side-light of the de- 
partments activities came when, wearied 
from battling fires, Battalion Chief Jack 
Johnson in his car saw two boys, one 
13 and one 14, turn in a false alarm 
and then jump on a street car. Chief 
Johngon stopped the car, took the boys 
off did canceled the alarm by radio all 
in tWe-minafes.. “> 


. y 
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Houston Firemen Delayed 
Reaching Refinery Fire 


Firemen of Houston, Tex., and em- 
ployees of the Eastern. States oil re- 
finery fought a stubborn 12-hour battle 
with a dangerously threatening fire that 
destroyed seven storage tanks of gaso- 
line and critically burned one employee 
and sent two firemen to hospitals with 
burns 

Those burned were trapped when a 
second tank exploded while they were 
fighting the flames from the tank where 
the fire started shortly after 2:00 P.M., 
December 1. The injured city firemen 
were partially saved by their quick-hitch 
turnouts, which they were wearing for 
protection. A 34-year-old stillman, who 
had safely fought nine previous similar 
fires without injury, was less fortunate 
and was expected to die. 

The fire, described as “spectacular 
but comparatively minor as_ refinery 
fires go” by an official of the company, 
caused loss of $30,000 but gave the fire 
fighters some anxious moments when 
apparatus from companies 22 and 23 
was blocked at two railroad intersec- 
tions as it attempted to reach the scene 
shortly after the alarm was sounded at 
2:00 P.M. One pumper, which managed 
to get across the tracks ahead of an 
H. B. & T. train, was bogged down in 
deep mud in the refinery yard. A favor- 
ing southwesterly breeze helped fire- 
men, however, in confining the blaze 
within the four-foot protecting fire wall. 
If the wind had been reversed it is said 
the huge field of cracking units and 
twenty other storage tanks would have 
been in the direct path of the blaze. 
Cause of the original explosion, which 
was heard two miles away, was not im- 
mediately determined. 


Orlando Cuts Fire Losses 


Orlando, Fla., thus far this year has 
cut its fire losses more than 75 percent 
under 1945, Fire Chief M. G. “Maxie” 
3ennett reported recently. No _ lives 
were lost by fire the past two years 
and no one was seriously injured as a 
result of a fire this year. 

In addition, work on installation of a 
*. M. radio station is scheduled to start 
in the next few days, which will place 
Orlando in the unique position of being 
the smallest city with its own fire de- 
partment radio station, Chief Bennett 
said. 

An unusual feature of this station, 
which will cover an area of 55 to 
miles, is that it will have remote con- 
trol connections with each substation in 
the city. 

Property damage through fire in 1945 
amounted to approximately $83,000, 
Chief Bennett reported. This com- 








On all three counts, the M.S.A. Streamlined Fireman’s Helmet 
rates first with the fireman. Complete head protection from bumps 
and blows is afforded by its one-piece, high pressure molded 
laminated bakelite construction; high dielectric strength guards 
against electricity hazards. Maximum wearing comfort results 
from the Helmet’s self-ventilation features, soft leather sweatband 
and adjustable crown hammock. Smart appearance on parade 
joins better performance on the job through streamlined modern 
design. Write for Bulletin DX-8! 





* * s 


Warm, windproof, water-repellent, the detachable M.S.A. Winter 
Lining provides complete head comfort in snow, rain, wind, 
and cold—protects the forehead, the sides and back of head and 
neck from exposure. Made from warm, lined Greyfall cloth, 


the lining is quickly and easily detached or installed in the M.S.A. 
Streamlined Fireman’s Helmet by a sturdy zipper fastener, without “a 
altering head size in any way. Get the facts in Bulletin DX-8! 
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pares with around $18,000 to date, with 
only a few days left left of 1946. 

Orlando received national recognition 
from the United States Chamber of 
Commerce in 1944 and 1945 among 
cities in its class for its work in clean- 
ing up potential danger spots and fire 
hazards. 

In connection with recent disasters, 
Chief Bennett reports that Orlando’s 
hotels as a rule are in good shape. A 
firm believer in automatic sprinkler sys- 
tems, he states that “it would be a 
great forward step in preve ntion of fire 
disasters if public buildings were 
equipped with automatic sprinkler sys- 
tems.” 

Ninety times out of 100,” 
“when we answer a fire 


he declared, 
alarm in build- 


ings equipped with a sprinkler system, 
we find that the system has either com- 
pletely extinguished the fire or has the 
fire well enough under control and 
localized so that only small damage is 
incurred.” 

Fire prevention can be achieved only 
by ceaseless vigilance, according to 
Chief Bennett. Orlando’s Fire Depart- 
ment, in addition to its work in elimi- 
nating potential fire hazards, maintains 
a rigid inspection system of all public 
buildings. 


Improvements for Charlotte 

Charlotte, N. C., will build two new 
fire stations, and will issue bonds for 
$112,500 to finance the project. City 








The Dual Fire Fighter will pay for 
itself many times over in saving of 
costly damages to the truck pumper. 

Don’t use your expensive motor 
truck pumper for dewatering pur- 
poses. Repairs are costly. And you 
may lay up valuable fire fight- 
ing equipment when badly needed. 

Let the Dual Fire Fighter take the 
dewatering rap. Any damage to this 
husky little pump is quickly and 
cheaply repaired with common tools. 

As a booster pump it is inval- 
uable. -- It relays water to the 
truck pumper from places difficult 
to reach. It is easily carried by two 
men (weighs only 155 pounds). 

Fight fires direct with the Dual 
Fire Fighter when you can. Again, 
you'll save wear and tear on the 
truck pumper. And you'll keep 
it ready for other emergencies. 
Write for bulletin FD-3. Some terri- 
tory open for live distributors. 
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Manager Henry A. Yancey reports that 
one of the stations will be built at Com- 
monwealth avenue and the Plaza at a 
cost of $45,000, and one on South 
Boulevard for $65,000, replacing the 
present Dilworth station. 

He also reports that a third station 
is to be included later when the city 
limits are extended. Since the two now 
authorized will deplete the funds for 
this purpose, he says City Council will 
have to figure on a plan to finance the 
third station. 

M. R. Marsh is the architect drawing 
the plans for the two stations to be 
built in the near future. 

D. G. SPENCER. 








i Persons in the News 


C. L. Cox Chief at Durham 


City Manager R. W. Flack of Dur- 
ham, N. C., recently appointed Cosmo 
L. Cox, Chief of the Fire Department, 
to succeed the late Chief Frank Bennett. 
Claiborne H. Lawson, captain of Hose 
Company No. 2, was appointed assistant 
chief, and Benjamin C. Cannada was 
retained in his position as assistant 
chief. 

Chief Cox has been associated with 
the local department for nearly 18 years. 

He was born in Greensboro, N. C. 
He came to Durham in 1926, taking a 
graduate business course at Durham 
High School. Following that he at- 
tended Duke University for one year, 
and then worked as a general main- 
tenance man for the city schools. He 
joined the Fire Department on March 
15, 1929. He has been with the depart- 
ment since that time, with the exception 
of nine months in 1941, when he served 
as assistant chief and then as acting 
chief of the Fort Bragg fire department. 

He holds a diploma from the North 
Carolina Fire College and Drill School, 
which is conducted periodically in vari- 
ous cities by the State Fire Marshal. 
He served as an instructor at the school 
when it convened in Asheville and 
Charlotte in 1942 and 1943. 











G. W. Simon Is Chief Again 

George W. Simon, 
as chief of the fire department at 
Quincy, IIl., in May, 1941, has been re- 
called to active duty by Mayor George 
Meyer, Jr., and again heads the depart- 
ment. He succeeds Russell Schaefer, 
who was named chief by Acting Mayor 
William L. Saas on Sept. 17, to fill the 
vacancy created by the resignation of 
Chief Frank Hummelt. 

Mayor Meyer was elected at a special 
election held on Dec. 3 to fill the 
vacancy created by the death of Mayor 
E. J. Schneidman who was killed in the 
LaSalle hotel fire in Chicago on June 5. 
Three other city officials, Alderman 
Martin Heinen, City Engineer James O. 
Potter and Emery Sallstrom, executive 
secretary of the Federal Housing au- 
thority, lost their lives in the same fire 

With his inauguration, Mayor Meyer 
made changes in all officers of the fire 
department, two of whom came back to 
duty after an absence of five years. 
John Heelan was named first assistant 
and department inspector; Ernest 
Jehrens was appointed second assistant, 
being moved up from the ranks, and 
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DUO-SAFETY 525-A, THREE SECTION 


— 


The Duo-Safety Series 525-A (Three Section) Fire Ladders 
incorporate many demands of fire chiefs for ladder equip- 
ment. Built on Duo-Safety "TUBULAR STRENGTH PRIN- 
CIPLE", as illustrated, it is unique in the fire ladder field. 
Its overlapping design gives maximum climbing space to the 
very top rung . . . reduces space required for banking . . . 
and does these things without sacrificing strength or light 
weight. Duo-Safety's exclusive TUBULAR PRINCIPLE does 
it! This rectangular extruded Duralumin rail, together with 
other structural refinements, makes this ladder first choice 
for service truck use. Write for complete information on 
your fire ladder needs . . . you can be sure Duo-Safety will 
have the correct answer. 


DUO-SAFETY LADDER CORP. 


OSHKOSH, WISCONSIN, U. S. A. 
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Lloyd Boden, also recalled to active 
duty, was appointed third assistant chief. 
Chief Simon served on the depart- 


ment 28 years until he was retired by 


Mayor Schneidman who also released 
Boden, with 17 years’ service, and 
Heelan with 18 years behind him 


Behrens has been on the department 15 
years. 


Mayor Meyer has announced that he 


will make some changes in the ranks 
of the department, none of them of a 
sweeping character, however. Chief 


Simon began his career on the depart- 
ment when horse-drawn apparatus was 
the only equipment. He was named a 
driver of a big pumper when the depart 
ment was motorized, and rose steadily 
from fourth assistant chief to chief. 

City administrations of Quincy oper 
ate under the “spoils” system. Civil 


OPERATE TOOLS, PUMPS, 
BLOWERS, LIGHTS WITH 
ONAN POWER PLANTS 


Ready forinstant use, compact, light- 
weight Onan Electric Plants provide 
dependable power when you need it 
and where you need it. Can be easily 
carried into trouble areas. Fit into 
small space for truck installations. 

High-tension ignition provides a 
hot spark for easy starting. 

Four Twistlock receptacles permit 
direct plug-in of lights and motor- 
driven tools. Guarded pilot light gives 
ample illumination for operating. 

Onan plants for fire-department 
applications are available in ca- 
pacities from 350 to 4000 watts, 
powered by one and two-cylinder, 
4-cycle air-cooled engines. 


ONAN ELECTRIC PLANTS are available 
in many sizes and models. ALTERNATING 
CURRENT: 350 to 35,000 watts in all stand- 
ard voltages and frequencies. DIRECT CUR- 
RENT: 600 to 10,000 watts, 115 and 230 volts. 
BATTERY CHARGERS: 500 to 3,500 watts; 
6, 12, 24, 32 volts. 

Plant shown is Model 15 DL-14, 

1500 Watts, 115-Volt D. C. 


D. W. ONAN & SONS 


4516 Royalston Ave., Minneapolis 5. Minn. 
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ELECTRIC PLANTS 


service for police and firemen became 
effective early in 1946 but it was de- 
clared unconsitutional by the courts a 
few months later. Steps are being taken 
to again place an improved act before 
the voters in 1947 


EarL NOoLAN 


Capt. Higgins Fifty Years a Lima 
Fireman 


In December, Emanuel L. Higgins 
completed fifty years of service with the 
Lima, Ohio, Fire Department. A 
banquet given in his honor at the Cen- 
tral Fire Station was attended by public 
officials and friends with City Solicitor 
Lee G. Van Blargan as_ toastmaster. 
Ferguson and other 


Mayor William L. 
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officials lauded the veteran fireman 
who joined the department December 
14, 1896, at the age of twenty. He was 


advanced to the rank of Captain in 
1908 and on May 29, 1935 was appointed 
assistant chief, serving in that capacity 
until the following year. 


Gill Now Ohio Marshal 


Gov.-Elect Thomas J. Herbert of 
Ohio has announced the appointment of 
Ray R. Gill, of Richwood, Union 
County, as State Fire Marshal, to suc- 
ceed Harry J. Callan on Jan. 13. Mr. 
Gill served in the post in 1929-30 and 
again from 1938 through 1944. 





Ex-Chief Hamor Dead 


Former Chief Roy Hamor, 71, of Bar 
Harbor, Me., died, November 29th. 

He was born in Bar Harbor, January 
18, 1875, and he spent his entire life 
here. 

For 35 years he served the town as 
Fire Chief, taking office in the days of 
the horse-drawn vehicles. He worked 
untiringly to obtain new and _ better 
equipment suitable to the growth of the 
town, and before he retired seven years 
igo, he not only had under him a group 
excellent firemen, but the department 
with its modern equipment was installed 
in a new firehouse which he helped de- 
sign, 


B. E. Cover, Sr., Dead 

Berkey E. Cover, Sr., inventor of 
electrical appliances, died at his home 
in Chicago on Dec. 14. 

He was head of the Electra-Voice 
corporation and former president of the 
Cover Dual Signal Systems, Inc. From 
1904 to 1943, he was the Chicago fire 
department’s alarm system repairman. 
His inventions included a fire alarm 
system his company installed in the 
government arsenal at Ravenna, O., and 
a loud speaker system used in the New 
York and Chicago subways. 





Chief F. B. Freeze Dead 


Frank B. Freeze, Chief of the Fire 
Department of Mooresville, N. C., died 
on November 6. He was a charter 
|member of the Mooresville department, 
iwhich was organized in 1910, and has 
served as Chief for the past fifteen years, 
iduring which time the fire losses of the 
lcommunity have been reduced to a rec- 
ord low. 

Chief Freeze was also editor and co- 
lowner of the Mooresville Enterprise, a 
local newspaper. 





Appointments and Retirements 


| Joseph R. Steiner of Greensburg, Pa., 
| was elected president of the Fire Chiefs 
jand Assistant Chiefs of Southwestern 
| Pennsylvania. 
| Milo B. Sights was named Chief of 
the Alliance, Ohio, Fire Department to 
succeed Chief John E. Held who died 
in August. Chief Sights, who was first 
in recent civil service examinations, had 
been Assistant Chief. 








Crawford was advanced fron 
Chief to Chief of the Fir 
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and D A V automatic 
Bor The "DAVY" is an absolute necessity in every fire 
ary department! It saves firemen - saves time - saves 
ae effort - saves lives! Just hook it to a ladder rung - 
as put strap around the victim - that's all there is to it. 
S. It lowers the person (child or adult) at about two feet 
ter per second - safely - while another strap is waiting 
_ for the next person to be lowered. It will lower five 
up persons in less time than it takes one fireman to climb 
nd a ladder and bring back one victim. Where persons 
de- are hysterical or unconscious, the "DAVY" eliminates 
carrying them down ladders. 

The "DAVY" is 100% automatic—requires no manual 
of manipulation. There is no upkeep - it will not dete- 
me riorate - needs no mechanical adjustments - will not 
- get out of order. The brake mechanism is sealed in a 
the round container about 6” by 2”, with steel-cored cord 
“i neatly coiled below the con- 
an. tainer. Will carry three people 
ree from 3rd or 4th floors in about 
nd one minute. Carries one per- 
isd son from 20th floor in about a 

minute. A strap at each end 
means the "DAVY" is ready to 
: HO OD lower another person as soon 
ied TEL MODEL as the first one reaches the 
ter FASTER... ground, and so on until all per- 
1as sons are rescued. 
“4 SAFER ... 
he 
cc EASIER ... > 
- The model shown in the photo above is exactly 
te like fire dept. model except it fastens on the 
window frame of room. This model should be 
recommended by fire inspectors for every hotel, 
rooming house and institution in town. Any 
‘a.., number of persons can use it in an emergency. 
ssa It will save lives and permits firemen to give 
-_ their attention to knocking down the fire. S D E A L E R S © 
Recommend the "DAVY" for hotels —use the Fire Depts. everywhere are in immediate 
of fire dept. model on every ladder truck. need of the “DAVY" Automatic FIRE 
to ESCAPE. Sell one model to ali fire depts., 
ed DAVY'S HAVE BEEN IN SERVICE sell another model to hotels, etc. Write 
ae FOR OVER 40 YEARS. for dealer proposition. 
. DAVY AUTOMATIC FIRE ESCAPE CoO. 
» 1337 So. Salina St. Syracuse 4 NY 
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Department of Pomona, Calif., upon 
ine resignation of Dan Zans to enter 
private business. 


DeVon Richmond has been appointed 
Fire Chief of Nappanee, Ind., to suc- 
ceed Melvin Culp who resigned in No- 
vember. The new head was formerly 
Assistant Chief 

Leslie Olbricht, son of Fire Marshal 
John S. Olbricht was elected Chief of 
the Cartaret, N. J., Fire Department 
for the year 1947 

G. W. Weber is the new Fire Chief 
of the Lincoln, Calif., Fire Department. 
He has been a member of the organiza- 
tion for eight vears 


Do thts GC hie f 


before tt’s too late! 


hotel and 
in your city. 


AUBURN 





® Chief, urge the use 
of this device in every 
institution 


Raymond Myers is the new president 
of the Windber, Pa., Volunteer Fire 
Co. 


Ted Barr, Fire Chief of Wall Lake, 
la., has been named Assistant Chief of 
the Sac County Firemen. 

Little Silver, N. J.; Pat Zimbrano 
was elected Chief of the Little Silver, 
N. J., Volunteer Fire Company No. 1 
for 1947. 

E. E. Leighton, formerly first assist- 
ant chief, has been elected to the post 
of chief of the Manchester, la., Fire De- 
partment, succeeding E. W. Williams, 
who resigned 
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REVERSIBLE 
SAFETY GLIDE 


(portable fire escape) 


Use your men for fire fighting while anyone 
can make their own escape from any room 


equipped with a MORRISSEY GLIDE. 


They simply slip the body strap over the head 
and under the arms, throw the coiled webbing 
out the window to the ground and glide to 
safety, using the brake strap to control speed. 


Write us today for data. | 


THE MORRISSEY CORPORATION 


Box 143 NEW YORK | 
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Luther Capwell was elected chief of 
the Washington District, R. I., Fire De- 
partment to replace Oscar Johnson, who 
resigned. 





C. W. Nelson was elected chief and 
Phillip Mitchell assistant chief of the 
Nashua, Mont., Volunteer Fire Depart- 
ment. 





James Randolph, Jr. was elected chief 
and Wilfred Preuhs, first assistant of 
the Le Sueur, Minn., Fire Department. 


Dennis J. Griffin, eight years a mem- 
ber of the North Walpole, Vt., Fire De- 
partment, has been named chief to suc- 
ceed David E. Coston, who recently re- 
signed. _ 

Lloyd Varner has been appointed 
chief of the Washta, Ia., Volunteer Fire 
Department. 





Arthur C. Green was advanced from 
captain to the position of deputy chief 
of the Malden, Mass., Fire Department. 





R. A. O’Brien has resigned as chief 
of the Frederick, Okla., Fire Depart- 
ment to accept an associate agency in 
Oklahoma for one of the major hose 
companies. The newly appointed fire 
chief is Frank Gower. Jack Harper has 
been named assistant chief. 





3attalion Chief William Bieze, 63, has 
retired after 40 years service with the 
Chicago, IIl., Fire Department. 





) —— 
World Wide Fire News | 
By Roi B. Woolley 








Jap Firemen No Ball of Fire 


Japanese firemen paraded their might 
and equipment—creaky, antiquated vehi- 
cles—and Yanks, after taking one 
amazed look, rushed to check their 
portable fire extinguishers. 

The occasion was fire’ prevention 
week in Tokyo, and the parade was led 
by Gen. MacArthur’s fire marshal in a 
scarlet jeep. It’s said a number of 
former U. S. municipal fire-fighters, 
now on duty in Japan, were in the 
lineup. 

J#panese fire-fighting equipment in 
Tokyo, city of 4,000,000, would seem 
inadequate compared with that of any 
average small American town. Tokyo 
residents say—with a straight face, that 
during the great B-29 raids, when the 
place was literally crackling with con- 
flagrations, the city’s fire-fighters leaped 
on their trucks and drove to safe zones 
to save their equipment and that fire- 
men deluged their station houses with 
all available water while flames con- 
sumed everything combustible around 
them. 


“ * 


Twenty-Six Killed in Air Disaster 


Pilot of KLM (Royal Dutch) trans- 
port plane (of English make) crashed 
into a school at Apeldoorn, Holland, 
turned the gymnasium into a roaring 
inferno. The pilot was killed, and 
twenty-four others, most of them pupils, 
were burned to death. Officials said 
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pilot circled the nearby airport three 
times in unsuccessful efforts to land be- 
fore striking the school. The plane was 
reported forty-five minutes late in its 
schedule, and is said to have contained 
five passengers besides the pilot. 

When the plane hit, flames shot sixty 
feet in the air; burning gasoline poured 
through holes in the roof onto the 
panicked pupils, most of them between 
fourteen and fifteen years old. 


* Ok * 


Ten Hours of Anxiety 


For ten hours a damaged British 
Overseas Airways Corporation Libera- 
tor circled the Prestwick airport near 
London, Eng., to exhaust its 2,500 gal- 
lons of gasoline on board before land- 
ing at Heathfield, an emergency landing 
ground adjoining Prestwick. 

The plane had left for Montreal 
earlier in the day when the pilot found 
his landing gear damaged. He turned 
back and began circling the airport 
while ground officials rushed doctors, 
fire crews and ambulances to action sta- 
tions at Heathfield. With one wheel in 
the ‘up’ position the pi.ot brought the 
plane down in a skillful side-slip and as 
it touched the ground, brought it skid- 
ding but still safe to a standstill. None 
of the crew of five, nor four passengers 
was hurt. . * @ 


Hot Off the Foreign News Ticker 


Fire damaged the Mercury, 6085 ton 
supply ship of the U. S. Navy, at Avon- 
mouth docks, Bristol, Eng. Firemen 
confined the fire to hold 2... . Fire de- 
stroyed the Department of Veteran’s 
Affairs Hospital at Peterborough, Ont., 
in December™ but 228 tuberculosis pa- 
tients escaped injury. Damage was es- 
timated unoffizially at from $750,000 to 
$1,000,000. . . . Ten persons were burned 
to death and sixteen others burned ser- 
iously early in December when a pas- 
senger bus collided head on with a truck 
near the town of Belleville, Argentina. 
The collision set fire to the bus, whose 
twenty-six passengers were trapped... . 
Fire destroyed 814 houses in Goshoga- 
wara on northern Honshu, Japan. The 
town had a similar fire a year ago 
which consumed 800 dwellings. 
When a Navy motor launch experi- 
enced difficulties and stalled in the Nar- 
rows, off the Brooklyn, N. Y., shore, six 
men let fly a barrage of distress sig- 
nals causing some excitement among 
shore observers. . . . Army rocket re- 
searchers are aiming at a 200-mile alti- 
tude mark as one step toward develop- 
ing guided missiles approaching trans- 
oceanic range, it is reported. A V-2 
rocket, fired "in mid-December came 
down from its stratosphere flight 100 
miles from its jumping off place. 

The Army has built a shell designed to 
be used as a counter-weapon against 
atom bombs ... The Bell SX-1 this 
country’s first supersonic aircraft was 
tested. It was ‘fired’ from a mother 
ship about 20,000 feet up and is said to 
have just coasted along at a mere 550 
miles per hour. It is designed to fly 
at speeds of 1,700 miles per hour... . 
* x ok 


Shanghai Blast Kills Many 


At least 130 Chinese soldiers and 
coolies were trapped and 50 were killed 
as fire swept through a large ammuni- 
tion dump in the athletic stadium in 
Shanghai’s northern suburbs. Several 
buildings in the area were destroyed or 
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That’s what you will find in Eureka “Streamlined” 
Fire Hose—no excess weight, but all the required 
strength and flexibility. 


“Streamlined” Eureka is the 
completely engineered fire hose. 
Only in Eureka do you find 
Smooth Interior Filler Ply, 





which provides maximum 
nozzle pressure. 

All Eureka Fire Hose is mildew-proofed 
with the exclusive “Formula X”. 
Excessive warping or stretching is 
prevented by Balanced Weave 

and Controlled Curing. 
\ The rubber lining is Bomb 
Tested for longer life. 
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damaged and explosions rocked the 
business district of the city eight miles 
away. 

American troops helped evacuate per- 


sons within two miles of the stadium. 
The dump is said to have contained 
20,000 tons of ammunition, including 


American and Japanese munitions. The 

fire is said to have started when a coolie 

dropped a hand grenade which exploded. 
* * * 


Valuable Law Books Burned 


In London, Eng., several volumes of 
irreplaceable private papers and origi 
nals of the Acts of 1870 were destroyed 
by a 15-minute December fire in the 
famous Middle Temple Library. 

The Library, which housed 70,000 law 
books, was opened in November by 
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FOR FLOODLICHTS 


Built to exacting requirements—to fire 
department specifications. . . . Designed 
to stand up under the hard usage and 
difficult conditions a Fire Department 
Portable has to meet! In service with 
leading fire departments, these rugged 
1500 watt Units have proved themselves 
capable of meeting every emergency. 


Larger and smaller sizes available. 


Queen Elizabeth in one of London's 


new prefabricated buildings. 
* * * 
Holiday Fire Kills Four in Anchorage . 

Four young women were killed in an 
unexplained Thanksgiving fire which de- 
stroyed the women’s barracks at Fort 
Richardson, Alaska. The _ structure 
housed twenty-nine persons. It was 
said the women were civilian employes 
of the War Department. 

* * * 
Suspicious Ship Fire 

In Sydney, Australia, fires started in 
five separate cabins in the passengers’ 
section of the 22,000 ton liner Astaurias, 
shortly before daylight while the vessel 
was lying alongside a wharf. 

The outbreaks, which in 


each case 
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were among the fittings and beddings, 
were soon controlled. A member of the 
crew of the ship was detained aboard the 
liner, it is said. 

* * * 


Britain Maintains Sky Watchers 


Britain in peacetime will maintain the 
corps of trained sky watchers, compar- 
able to those who, during the war, 
acted as the eyes of the anti-aircraft or- 
ganization. Recruiting of a force of 
28,000 is under way and training will 
begin January 1, 1947. 

* * * 
From Our Australia Correspondent 


Joseph Gunner, of Sydney, Australia, 
sends several installments of news items 
from “down under”, from among which 
we select the following: 

Twenty firemen from three suburban 
stations waded in rivulets of molten 
sulphur when fighting a July fire in the 
sulphur-grinding mill of Elliott’s and 
Australian Drug Pty., Ltd., Terry St, 
Rozelle. Several hundred tons of sul- 
phur were stored on the ground floor, 
where a section of the stocks caught 
fire. The firemen had to wear gas 
masks and smoke helmets to prevent 
their being overcome by the fumes. 
Cause unknown. 


Mrs. Maria Crisifi, 30 with her 
daughter Maria and son John, were 
alone in their house on Stephen Street, 
Woolloomooloo (you pronounce it!) 
when flames shot up in the front room 
Mrs. Crisifi, Italian, dashed out the back 
door, her son clinging to her dress. 
Firemen from Darlinghurst and “head 
quarters” employing an interpreter, cn- 
deavored to discover cause of blaze— 
believed to have been a cigarette. 


It is evident considerable use of gas 
masks is made by Australia’s metro- 
politan brigades. Occupants of a block 
of four flats in Temarama Bay were 
forced to flee the premises, some of them 
violently ill, from effects of sulphur di- 
oxide fumes which escaped from a 
broken refrigeration system. Firemen 
from the Paddington station donned gas 
masks and stopped the fumes. 

* * * 


We Introduce C. A. Miller 


One of the happier tasks of Fire En- 
GINEERING is that of bringing together 
fire fighters from the far places of the 
earth in the common interest and com- 
mon good. In this connection, we pass 
along to our readers the following let- 
ter— 

The Editors: May I enlist your aid in 
helping me to establish a pen friendship 
with an American fire fighter, please? 

As British fire fighter of ten years 
(permanent) standing, I read your ex- 
cellent journal with interest and my in- 
terest in international fire fighting and 
equipment prompts me to write to you, 
hoping that you might be able to for- 
ward this letter to an interested person. 

Apart from the multitude of subjects 
that are easily discussed by fire fighters 
about service and equipment, fires, etc., 
I am anxious to exchange technical 
magazines and matter, notes and views. 

At my fire station (fire house) in 
Greater London, we often talk about the 
American fire departments, your trucks 
and so on, but I find that we still lack 
the few facts about your fire depart- 
ments that would make these talks and 
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discussions of more interest, and it is 


with this in mind that I am making the 
request for the pen friendship. 

During World War II, I had the good 
fortune to meet up’ with the U. S. Army 
and Navy Fire Departments in North 
\frica and Italy, both in action and on 
friendly visits to stations and docks at 
Naples, Algiers, Oran, Florence and 
other strange places, and I claim that 
[ can number many friends among those 
services; what a pity we never ex- 
changed addresses; still, perhaps it was 
because there were many other serious 
things to be thought of at that time. 

Since I am yet only 34 years of age, 
[ consider I am still only a novice in 
this “firefighting” and this is just one 
more reason for wanting to improve my 
knowledge of what happens in the other 
fire services, and corresponding direct 
with a fire fighter in America, is, in my 
pinion, one of the best ways of doing 
it 
May I also take this opportunity to 
wish you and your staff a Happy 
Christmas 

Yours sincerely, 
(Signed) C. A. Miller 

Address Mr. C. A. Miller, 

fottenham Fire Station, 

Che Green, 

fottenham, N. 17 

London, England 


Agricultural Fire Committee 
Meets 


fhe Agricultural Committee of the 
National Fire Waste Council met in 
Chicago to hear committee reports and 
the work program for the Agricultural 
Committee for the year 1947. Of the 
sixtv in attendence, a number were fire 
chiefs and state and = deputy fire 
marshals. According to Chairman 
Joseph Cryan, this is the Council’s first 
meeting in years, held independently of 
any other association than the Chamber 
of Commerce of the United States, 
which sponsored the gathering. 

It was pointed out at the meeting that 
estimated fire loss for the year 1946 will 
each $600,000,000, of which $85,000,000 
is farm fire loss. Farm fires, it is said, 
burn 3,500 people every year. 


New York Fire Chiefs Discuss 
Training 

Che Fire Training Committee of the 
New York State Fire Chiefs Associa- 
tion met in Utica, N. Y., in December 
to discuss the statewide education and 
training of firemen. The Committee 
approved Governor Thomas E. Dewey's 
program for fire service training and 
fire protection and, in a communication 
to the Governor, offered him its support 
The meeting was attended by Chiet 


William Camp, president, New York 
State Fire Chiefs Association and the 
following chiefs: Louis Armstrong, 
King, Thos. Coates, J. J. O'Leary, Leo 
Barry and Jos. Sullivan 


Fire Prevention Winners 
Announced 


he [International Committee ol 
Judges appointed to review the reports 
submitted to T. Alfred Fleming, Direc- 
tor of Conservation of the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters and Chair- 





AND ALL HIS WARRIORS 
EXTEND TO EACH OF YOU 


Since 1892 Chief Powhatan 

has successfully served 

Fire Departments with well 
constructed fittings. 


We look forward to serving you in 1947 


OWHMATAN BRASS 


and IRON WORKS 


RANSON , WEST VIRGINIA 


| Phones 93 & 94 Charles Town, West Virginia 
Established 1892 
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Who turned in the false alarm? 


find him with MINERALIGHT 


@ Progressive Fire Departments have identified false 
ala:m offenders through the use of Ultra Violet light. 
Battery operated models of MINERALIGHT are ideal for 
on-the-scene detection. Other models for laboratory 
use...also combination models. 


Write for Bulletin No. F-100 


PRODUCTS, Inc. 


5205 Santa Monica Bivd. ¢ Los Angeles 27, Calif 














Chief Bridges of Kent, Wash., Writes 
About His CHAMPION HI-LIFT SUCTION BOOSTER 


THE CITY OF KENT 
WASHINGTON 
April 11, 1946 
W. S. Darley & Co. 
Chicago 12, Illinois 
Gentlemen: 


Your letter asking if there are any questions in regard to the Champion 


Hi-Lift Suction Booster, nothing to ask about it, it works perfect—in fact 
so perfect that the first fire we used it on, after having it only two weeks, 
we received a check from the Kent Airport for saving the rest of the build- 
ings, for $100.00 dollars. National Fire Protection Assn. will run a sketch of 
the fire and also the lay I made with the Champion Hi-Lift, and if it was 
not for the Hi-Lift the whole north end of the Airport would have gone 
up in smoke. You don’t know how long I have been looking for a rig like 
your Hi-Lift. So many buildings we have lost in the country along our 
rivers and lakes where they were out of reach of our suction. 

We pumped out of a R.Road Ditch and could only get our pump as close 
as fifty feet from the water. I said, after we had water coming out of a 
2%" line with a large mystery nozzle on the end, “Who said the Hi-Lift 
165" wouldn’t work?” The people around 
the Airport couldn’t understand what I 
could do with a ditch full of water to 
put out a fire. But it soon proved what 
it could do when 150 Ibs. at the nozzle 
was blasting hell out of that burning 
\. 73: bunch of planes and the buildings. 






Yours truly, 


Chas. Bridges, Fire Chief 


\ _ | 
LIFTING WATER 7 _ 
73 FEET f7, / 


W. S. DARLEY & CO., CHICAGO 12 
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man of the Fire Prevention and Clean- 
up Campaign Committee of the National 
Fire Protection Association, met at the 
National Board offices on December 20 
and selected the wirners. 

The judges were: F. A. Christensen, 
President, N. B. F. U. and Vice-Presi- 
dent of the Fidelity-Phenix Fire Insur- 
ance Company, New York; Curtis W. 


Pierce, President, N. F. P. A., and 
President, Factory Insurance Associa- 
tion, New York; A. H. S. Stead, Do- 
minion Board of Insurance Under- 
writers, Montreal, Que., and Fred 
Shepperd, Engineer-Manager, Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs and 


Editor of Fire ENGINEERING, New York, 
The top ten cities in the United 

States and in Canada were as follows: 

Unitep STATES 

Memphis, Tenn. 

. Benton Harbor, Mich. 

. Jersey City, N. J. 

. Louisville, Ky. 

Staten Island, N. Y. 

Fort Collins, Colo. 

. Chicago, Ill. 

. Cincinnati, Ohio 

Buffalo, N. Y. 

. Oak Ridge, Tenn. 

Gary, Ind. 

. Atlanta, Ga. 

\NADA 

. Montreal, Que. 

. Ottawa, Ont. 

. Arvida, Que. 

Brantford, Ont. 

Hull, Que. 

. Kitchener, Ont. 

. Trois Rivieres, Que. 

. Sherbrooke, Ont. 

9. Timmins, Ont. 

10. Coaticook, Que. 
Number of Reports received 

from the United States......... 
Number of Reports received 

I TI ovine is set ene o's 515 
Total Number of Reports re- 

ceived for 
Number of Boy Scout Merit 

Badges earned during the week.. 


nkbwr— NK SD OND Us WN 


onl 


1,646 


2,161 


6,063 


The Fire Marshals who took a prom- 
inent part in securing the fine results in 
the 1946 Fire Prevention Week Pro- 
gram are as follows: 

Honorable John Craig, Fire Marshal of 

[llinois. 
Honorable F. X. 

of Quebec. 
Honorable W. J. 

Ontario. 
Honorable Harry J. 

shal of Ohio. 
Honorable Carter I. Bowser, Fire Mar- 

shal of Indiana. 
Honorable Clyde Smith, Fire Marshal 
of Kentucky. 
Honorable James 


Ahern, Fire Marshal 


Scott, Fire Marshal of 


Callan, Mar 


Fire 


f McCormack, Fire 


Marshal of Tennessee. 





Tue following list includes fires of 


$10,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada for the month De- 
cember, 1946. 


Month Ending December 31, 1946 


Chicago, Ill.—Wieboldt Store whse. destroyed. 

Peoria, I11.—Central Pickle Co. pit. destroyed. 

Hawthorne, N. J.—Pilt. of Morningstar-Nicol, 
Inc., damaged. 
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Clean- 
ational 
at the 
ber 20 
ensen, 
-Presi- WANTED 
Insur- Fire Equipment Dealers to sell Morning Pride 
iis W = protected rubber firecoats, fire pants, fire mitts 
and and fire suspenders. 
eocle. = Write today Morning Pride Mfg. Co., 1986 
. = Home Ave., Dayton 7, Ohio. 
1, Do- : 
Jnder- ius 
Fred a 
iterna- : 
's and : WANTED 
York. Old photos of horse and tractor drawn fire 
Teas apparatus, alone and working at fires. 5 
United F Latest photos (or recent) of fire apparatus, a F ER 
lows: : slone wa working. st fires. i 
ac! ues of ‘Fire and Water Engineering”’ re igi 7 ij 
and Wireman’ ‘Hora, "1000"to 1915, innit, or tag et rigidly tested, White 
iso one pair re Trumpets. B tevens, Si ‘ > ve 2 2 
1685 one pale of Five Tremouts. B. 2 ' agnesium Ladders never become loose 
= or unsteady ... never chip, crack or break 
‘ suddenly. Smooth, rounded edges cannot 
: cut or scratch. 
i FOR SALE 
: New chrome plated trim, 3 gated water thiefs, : 
2%” by 2%” by 1%” by 1%” all NST at = L 
$52.50 each prepaid anywhere USA. Doray Fire | * I G H T E R 
Equipment Co., 1924 Valley Drive, Syracuse 7. | ss 
New York. Less than half the weight of wood, two- 
i thirds the weight of aluminum, White Mag- 








nesium Ladders can easily be handled by 
One man ... save time, labor and handling 


FOR SALE charges. 


FIRE HOSE in 50 S. lengths, 1% Inch, double 
jacket, cotton, and rubber lined, with brass cou- 


plings. Standard Pipe thread. Mfg. by B. F. 

Goodrich. 400 Ibs. tested. Brand new and tyesh. % S T R O N G & e 
Navy Surplus. sf $12.50 per length. Halpri 

ad Co., 140 E. 2nd St., Los Angeles iz | 

Salif. 


3 White Magnesium Ladders are stronger and 
mn stiffer than steel, wood or aluminum of the 
same weight. Welded rungs can’t warp, 
pull out or splinter... hold the ladder 
firm and steady. 








mine soneneenannte 


POSITION WANTED 
Veteran, schooled in fire-fighting and fire pre- 
1,646 vention by U. S. Navy, desires position with air- 
port, municipal, or industrial fire department; or 
position with manufacturer of fire protection 


515 appliances. Experience as fireman and at Fire =| @®@ LONGER-WEARING 


Chief at a Naval Air Station. Address: P. 
Box 155, Nashville 2, Tennessee. 


2,161 ee Weather-proof, warp-proof, rust-proof, 
ell fire-proof — White Magnesium Ladders 


6,063 soneene ' . 
withstand more abuse and outwear any 
prom- number of ordinary ladders. You save on 
its in FOR SALE y 
egy replacement costs. 
ro- New-Lined Rubber Coats, very pliable, equal 
to pre-war—sizes 40 to 50-—-$13.93 each, postage 
hal of paid anywhere in U. S.A Doray Fire Equip ORDER NOW FOR IMMEDIATE 
ment Co., 1924 Valley Drive, Syracuse 7, N. Y DELIVERY 
arshal ; 
8-, 10-, 12-, 14-, and 16-foot straight 
hal of ladders. 
Rutherford, N. J.—Garage and a er, © 24-foot extension ladders with strong : 
Mar- ? Bergen Auto Co. and five stores, destroyed. rope and pulley, top and bottom 


Santa Rosa, Cal.—Warren Jones hop yard, P 
north of here, destroyed. guides and secure rung locks .. . 


Mar- Brushton, N. Y.—Pearl’s Dept. Store, drug weighs only 31 pounds. 
store and grocery store, destroyed. = i 

Winnipeg, Man.—Garage of Chalmers Auto See your supplier ... or write for 

arshal Truck and Body Works, and adj. bldg. oc further information. 

cupied by Thor Machine & Iron Works, Cor 

mack Sheet Metal Co. and North Star Bil 





Fire liard Club, destroyed. 
Des Moines, Ia.—Simons Dairy destroyed. De 
} fective wiring. 
| Guelph, Ont.—Bldg. occupied by Thomas Pen ‘ 


folds Hardware Store destroyed. 

Parkhill, Ont.—Storage elevator at Waters Mills | 
destroyed. 

Mojave, Cal.—French Cafe Cocktail Lounge and 
liquor store destroyed. Adj. Kingston Hotel 
damaged. 

Redding, Cal.—El Nido Apartments damaged. 




















of! of Gas explosion. 
nited Boise, Ida.—F. W. Woolworth Co.’s store dam 
1 De- aged. . ; 
' Revere, Mass.—Suffolk Farms Packing Co. de 
stroye 
Eugene, ‘Ore.—Eugene Shingle Co. destroyed 
> Spontaneous ignition. 
Heppner, Ore.—Grain elevator on farm of Ed 
te ward Rice destroyed. WHITE AIRCRAFT CORP. 
a ter Smith’s Falls, Ont.—Kerfoot block, housing 
“Nicol, eight apts. and candy kitchen restaurant, Whit- PALMER, MASS. 
ney Book Store, A. & P. store, Dominion 
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ROSS 


VALVES 





ARE BETTER! 





FOR 
FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 


All Bronze con- 
struction. Internal 
Pilot operated. 
(Super - structure 
chrome plated 
when specified.) 





Model 16 WR 


Pressure range 20 lbs. to 300 Ibs. 
furnished with heating jacket. 







FIRE 
ENGINE 
RELIEF 


VALVE 


WR TYPE 
300 


MODEL 


22 RWR 
TROJAN 


All Bronze — Internal Pilot operated. 
Capacities 0 to 1500 G.P.M. at 120 Ibs. 
pressure. Pressure Range 20 Ibs. to 300 
Ibs. and 20 Ibs. to 750 Ibs. 


HOSE VALVES 
FOR PRESSURE 
REDUCTION 


ALL BRONZE 


construction 
Internal Pilot 
Sizes 


2/2 x 2Y2 inch 
2"/2 to 3 inch 
3 x 3 inch 











ROSS VALVE MFG. CO. 


P 


INCORPORATED 
. O. BOX 595 


TROY, N. Y. 
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THE NEW 
LOW PRICED 


Barn on the Ben Bush farm, | 
ized. Spontaneous | 


St Louis, Mo 
near Creve Couer Lake, dan 
ignition | 

Longmeadow, Mass.——Chain food store destroyed. | 


Started from a hot plate 


Omaha, Neb.—Joh: Roth & Son packing plt 
damawgec 
Crosby, N. D.—Store owned by Andersor 
Kane, Pa QO. T. Petersen bldg.. two bldgs. of 
warage and tire recapping establishment 
wned by Augie Marasco and a smaller storage 


shed. 


Anderson, S. C. Anderson Weaver 
wut, off the Anderson-Abbevill 
wed. Sparks from burning 

cotton lint 

Eau Claire, Wis.—-Night club ownea by 

1 Wilbut Scott, damage 

London, Ont. Dominion store in downtown sec | 
tion. Overheated stove | 

Belle Plaine, Minn I wo-story damaged | 

Appleton, Wis Fox Valley Truck 
ae " 


Service garage 
nage 


s, several miles 
highway, dam 
filament set fire to 


Myrton 


ul 





Belmar, N. Y Belmar Grammar School dam 


aged | 


Brainerd, Minn.--Leigh Slipp Hardware bldg. de 
stroyed 

Minneapolis, Minn Union Grain Elevator filled 
with 3,000,000 bushels of barley, destroyed. 

Lockport, N. Y Dussault Foundry destroyed 

Dallas. Tex Moran Chemical Co. and Dickey 


Sausage Co, damaged 
Walnut Grove, Calif.—Sacr 

packing plt. at Locke, destroye: 
Chicago, IIl.-Illinois Bell Telephone Co 

suburban River Grove, destroyed 


imento River Assn.’s 


bldg., 


Iowa Falls, Ia Feed mill Farmers Co-opera 
tive evator Co. destroved 
Concordia, Kan.-—Dress shop of H. G. Clark de 


stroved 

St. Paul, Minn... Nagell 
stroyed 

St. Joseph, Mo American Airlines D¢ 


plane, Roscrans Field, destroved 


Hardware store whse. de 


+ cargo 
Defective heat 
ing system 
Dallas, Tex 
Greece, N. Y 


Darborn Stove ¢ damaged 


Eugene A. Meisenzahl Farm dam 


ed. Barn, 125 tons of hay, 1,500 bushels of | 
wheat and oats and all milking implements and 
farm t Is destroyed | 
Advocate Harbour, Nova Scotia Garage and 
genl tores, owned by M N Murphy & 
Sor lestroved 
Ste. Agathe, Que Pit. of J. T. Cloutier furni 
ture mf Co.. destraved 


Elevator de 


Mount Carmel, Ill.—-New Riversicd 


Havana, Ill Continental Grain ¢ elevator de M STOCK 
stroved | eee 
Waltham, Mass, Combination hosiness.a 0 | EUVNGA STG CoM AG DLS 
! ck Iprec by ow lng illey, turniture 
re barber hop, upholster firn und—ssix BUDGET 
pts., damaged 
Flint, Mich Glenwood bldg. occupied | Tame 
Ackley poolroom; E. E. Rodgers Roofing C RES 
ce; Liberty Bell Bar and Tavern and FEATU mai 
Clyde's Cafe. damaged tio 
° ra 
Easton, Pa (;arage, Pen Arg 1 miles away ensive ope 
lestroved s Less exp il 
New Londen. Pa Bon ind outbuildings or than dry ©€ ™ 
farm f ward ’axson, destroved , ° car- 
Philadelphia, Pa Churcl f God destre 1 e of hands. Light . 
Richmond, Va Carter-Venable Co 1 seed and 3 Free us e tly on shou 
feed concern, damaged ies convenien 
Appleton, Wis.-Garage of |} River Valley r" 
ruck Service. Oil heater explosion der strap- - 
Watertown, Wis Bldg. occupied by Max Tetz Py ill construc 
laff pharmacy and five ftices lestroyed Ad sitive Non-sP 
Kern clothing store and Keck furniture store e Po 
damaged tion. d 
Ashland, Ore.—Radio station KWIN destroved. | ed an 
Campbell Feed & Fuel Co. | n be focus 


Skamokawa, Wash 
le troved 


@ light co 


directed as desired. 


Canton, Pa.—Case Lumber Mi!l, several factories 
nd stores 


Park Hotel and adj. bidgs., dat ly 92 ozs: 
wed ighs on 
Prince Frederick, Md. Willows Inn, Willows * We 
lamaged complete. 
Galion, Ohio —-First Evangelical United Brethren e andwater- 
i hurch and d parsonage lestroved Sim le to charg apart. 
Fort Worth, Tex. Pear t Kimbell Food & imp t take lamp 
Products Co. damaged No need to 
Rumford, Me Municipal garage and adi. store 
use estroyv | 


Mulholland bldg 


ulholland ivern 


Freehold, N. J ['wo-story 
; ‘i : 


occupied by 





y Salon and Ripley's Dry Che ining r 
Fort Richardson, Alaska.—Civilian 

Arm Base dest ed 
Caribou, Me Aroostook River plt. of New Eng y we 10) 8) tele} s BEAM 

land Starch ( destroyed. Drier room ex 

plosior yemelelemer\, io) 8m eo) 43. 
Monroeville, Ohio Tow: H occupied by 

n iyor _ office ibrary ind = fire department jim elele) HOURS fo} 13°7-BEle)) | 
Concord, Vt Judevine grade ar high school 

bide including new addition, destroved 4€e)3,1834°4 MFG. oe) 


Burbank, Cal West Coast Pottery ( 


ged MARLBORO, MASSACHUSETTS 
Los Angeles, Cail.-Martin Stamping & Mfp 


writing advertisers 
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Co. plt. destroyed. Progress Furniture Co. plt 
lamaged. 

Decatur, Ind.—Union Chapel Evangelical United 
Brethren Church, 3% miles northeast, de 
strored. 


Scranton, Pa.—Peck Lumber Mfg. Co., Roct & 
Powell Lumber Co., dwelling of Frank Decker, 
luplex dweliing occupied by Cecilia Steftin 
and Alfred Williams, dwelling of R. J. Huber, 
lwelling of Edward Herman, damaged. 


Morristown, Tenn.—Tobacco whse. used __ for 
storage by Reynolds Tobacco Co. and China 
American Tobacco Co., damaged. Welders 

rch 


Petersboro, Ont.—Dominion of Veterans Affairs 
Tubercular Hospital, destroyed 

Toronto, Ont.—Toronto Hydro-Electric Com 
mission’s workshops and maintenance bldg. 

St. Boniface, Man.—Elevators of the Red River 
& Grande Prairie Grain Cos. 

Vancouver, mB. Ge -Vancouver Colle ge, residential 
school, operated by Christian Bros. of Ireland, 
destroyed. 

Atlanta, Ga.—-Winecoff Hotel destroyed 

Columbus, Ohio.——Maintenance garage of Omar 
Baking Co. with 45 bakery trucks and 4 pas 
senger cars, destroyed. Explosion from leaking 


gasoline 

Logan, W. Va.—-Mine Supply house of the 
Hutchinson Coal Co. destroyed. Defective 
wiring. 

Madison, Wis.—-Whse. with supplies belonging 
to Neuendorf Transportation Co., Envofil 
Co., D. and R. Insulatio; & Roofing Co.. 
Jesson Oil Co., Capitol Fence Co. and Bev 


erage Distributing Co., damaged. Overheated 


Madison, Wis.—Cafe, men’s clothing store, and 
drug store owned by Lt. Governor Oscar 
Rennebohm, destroyed 

Charles City, Ia——Four business apt. bldgs 
damaged. Included are Wendell P. Hampson 
Clothing Store, Byleshy furniture store, Allen's 
cafe, Sears-Roebuck store, Vivian's vanity shop 
and offices 

Elkton, Md.—Two bldgs. of Bayshore Indus 
tries Corp., mfrs. of rubber products, de 
stroyed. 

Boston, Mass.—-Paine Furniture Co. damaged 
Short circuit. 

Essex, Mass.——Essex Universal Church de 
stroyed. 

St. Bernard, Ohio.—-Ohio Valley Plywood Co. 
damaged. 

Celina, Tenn.—Two bldgs. owned by Lester 
Brown and four bldgs. owned by Edward May 
field and S. H. Overstreet, destroyed 

Lebanon, Tenn.— Potato storage house of Maple 
Hill Cooperative destroyed. 

Bayfield, Wis._-Wood mfg. plt. damaged 

Fort Wayne, Ind.—-Main hangar at Baer Fiela 
damaged. Overheated oil burner 

Berrysburg, Pa. 3errysburg Rolling Mills, one 
mile east, destroyed. 

Los Angeles, Cal.—-Bedwell Laboratories de 
stroved. 

Hancock, Wis. Bldg. occupied by M. S. Walker 
General Store, Baker-Upham Hardware Store 
and apts of Judson Cronkhite and George 
Whitney, destroyed 

Vancouver, B. C.—Show arena and main feed 
barn at Essondale Colony Experimental Farm, 
destroyed. 

Compton, Cal.—Three storage tanks and chemi 
cal tank of Shell Oil Co.’s Dominquez Re 
finery destroyed 

St. Paul, Minn.--Oxidite Battery Mfg. Co 
damaged. 

Leroy, N. Y.-Hirschman-Pohle Co., Inc., mfg 
pit., damaged. 

Wilmington, Ohio...Downtown dept. store of 
H. H. Thorne damaged. 

Houston, Tex.—-Office and whs« o R R 
Everett & Co. contractors, damaved 

Ogden, Utah.——Section of Ogden Pressed Brick 
& Tile Co. plt., Harrisville, destroyed 

Stillwater, Minn. Susiness block, occupied by 
St. Croix Drug Co., jewelry store, bakery. 
restaurant, offices of Washington Federal Sav 
ings & Loan Assn. and other offices, dam 
iged 

New Westminster, B. C. Essendale horse farm 
ers pavilion destroyed 

Chicago, Ill._-Henry Frerk Sons Coal Co. de 
stroyed 

Montreal, Que. Bldg occupied by Hoffman 
Lighter and Stamping Mfg., Ltd., Anmere 
Slippers Ltd., and XandX Registered. dam 


Irer 

Pocahontas, Ark.—Main Bldg. of Southern Bap 
tist College destroyed 

Dyersville, Ia.—Bldg. eccupied by Golden Rule 
Clothiers, Flamming Jewelry store and High 
land Photo Service, destroyed. Defective wir- 
Ing 

Portland, Ore.—Grant Market, Multnomah Wel- 
fare Bldg., destroyed 

Philadelphia, Pa.—Garage destroyed 

Dallas, Tex.—Good Street Baptist Church dam- 
aged. Overheated gas stoves 

Pacific Grove, Cal.—Pacific Grove High School 
und equipment destroyed 

Penn’s Grove, N. J.—R. F. Willis & Br 


», Inc., 
whse. destroyed. 
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FIRE CHIEFS 


In the interest of safety for your community, be prepared against 
loss by fire and put into action 


QUAKER’S MODERN MUNICIPAL 
FIRE HOSE 


with 


EASY FOLD CONSTRUCTION 


This hose is indispensable as fire fighting equipment because it will 
stand up under pressure when action is at fever heat. 


Be on the safe side—order and insist on Quaker's Modern Municipal 
Fire Hose with Easy Fold Construction. Send for descriptive folder. 


"lf there is a way to get it done . . . Quaker will do it." 


FIRE HOSE SUCTION HOSE 


CHEMICAL HOSE FORESTRY HOSE 





Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off, ps 


QUAKER RUBBER CORPORATION 


PHILADELPHIA 24, PA. 
NEW YORK 7 - CLEVELAND 15 - CHICAGO 16 . HOUSTON 1 
Western Territory 


QUAKER PACIFIC RUBBER COMPANY 


SAN FRANCISCO 5 LOS ANGELES 21 








HOWE Fire Truck Equipment to Meet Every Service 
Bstablished 1872 
HOWE FIRE APPARATUS COMPANY, 1402 West 22nd Street, Anderson, indiana 
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YOU RECEIVE Quality —~ 
WITH EVERY ALUMINUM LADDER 
J to the Combined to guarantee your safety and 


satisfaction are these Aluminum Ladder 


TOPMOST Rung features: 


® STRONG ® SAFE @ Locks operate automatically at any desired point 
@® DURABLE during ladder extension. 

@ Rope and flexible cable ere arranged for simul- 
© ONT WEHISHT taneous extension of both flies. 
© EASILY HANDLED ®@ Corrosion resistance under any type of atmos- 
@ NON-CORROSIVE pheric conditions. 
® DEPENDABLE ®@ High tensile strength plus sturdy riveted con- 
© FIREPROOF struction insures long service and maximum pro- 

tection to the user. 

© LONGER LASTING ®@ Extension type 3EL, 65-foot ladder can easily be 
Write for information on raised by four men and one supervisor. 


standard and custom built 


ean ALUMINUM LADDER co. 
200 Carbis Street - Worthington, Pa. 


‘Original Manufacturers of Aluminum Ladders” 


Produces 
Tough Long Lasting 
MECHANICAL 
AIR-FOAM 








TRADE MARK 


INSENSITIVE 


TO 


ANY TYPE NOZZLE 
ANY TYPE WATER 
ANY TYPE WEATHER 


Write for descriptive bulletin 





APPROVAL NUMBER EN28/LS/4285 
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JOINT ARMY-NAVY SPECIFICATIONS C-266 DEC. 4, 1945 


THE MEARL CORPORATION 


153 Waverly Place, New York 14, N. Y. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 


Atlanta, Ga.—.Square Deal Drug Store damaged 

Howell, Mich.—Bldg. occupied by women's 
clothing store and apts., destroyed. 

Minneapolis, Minn.—Brooks Elevator Corp.'s 
5-story wood and sheet metal million-bushel 
grain elevator destroyed. 

Buffalo, N. Y.—Dime-a-dance hall, downtown 
section, destroyed. 

Kennewick, Wash.—Strickler Motor Co., cars and 
machinery destroyed. 

Madison, S. D.—-Three-story 42-room Grand 
View Hotel on Lake Madison, destroyed 

Greenwich, Conn.—Dwelling of John C. New 
ington, Field Point Circle, destroyed. 

Gloucester, Mass.--Business block, occupied b 
Sterling store, Thom McAn Co. chain sho 
store and clubrooms of Gloucester Master 
Mariners Assn., destroyed. 

Rockport, Mass.—Exhibition gallery and work 
shop of Anthony Thiene destroyed. 

Detroit, Mich.—Whse. of Bockstanz Bros. Co., 
mfrs. of janitors’ supplies, and Farnol Paper 
Co., destroyed. 

Fayetteville, N. C.—Bullard Millwork Co. de 
stroyed. 

North Jackson, Ohio—Self-serve Food and Hard 
ware — of G. G. Finenell, four miles west, 
Route destroyed. 

Altoona, z- No. 1 blacksmith shop of Penn 
sylvania Railroad destroyed. 

Harrisburg, Pa.—Ellendale Hotel, mountain re 
sort and public hunting lodge, owned by Samuel 
Spurrier, destroyed. Defective wiring. 

Lancaster, Pa.—Two trailer trucks, Lincoln High 
way, i0 miles east, destroyed 

Atmore, Ala.—-Graham-Brooks Wholesale Co. 
damaged. 

Fairbanks, Alaska—Northern Commercial Co.'s 
telephone bldg. destroyed 

Haysville, Ind.—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church de 
stroyed. 

Newark, Ohio—Central Church of Christ de 
stroyed. 

Guelph, Ont.—Plant of Guelph Creamery de- 
stroyed 

Ottawa, Ont.—Bon Accord Apts. occupied by 
T. E. Maddock, tailor; Capital Stamp & Sta- 
tionery, United Cigar Store and optometrist’s 
a> damaged. 

John’s, Newfoundland—U. S. Army weather 
a ation, Howley, near Gander Lake, destroyed. 
Defective oil burner. 


Clanton, Ala.—Two classrooms, storage room and 
gymnasium of Chilton County High School de 
stroyed. 


Loveland, Colo.—-First Methodist Church dam 
aged. 

Barnesville, Ga.—City auditorium destroyed. Car 
negie Library and several dwellings damaged 

Bere, Ind.—Graber Produce Co. damaged. De 
fective wiring. 

Worthington, Minn.—St. John & Son grain ele 
vator destroyed. Faulty electric wiring. 

Albany, N. Y.—Whse. and office bldgs., water 
front section, occupied by Colony Liquor. 

Ashland, Pa.— Bldg occupied by Workmen's 
Supply Co. and apts., and adj. bldg. destroyed; 
three nearby bldgs. damaged. Defective chim 
ney 

New Braunfels, Tex.—-Main bldg. of Mission 
Valley Guest Ranch, five miles west, destroyed 

Yorkton, Sask.—Intl. Service Garage destroyed 
along with six automobiles and six trucks and 
a supply of tires 

Salem, Ore.—Remain Furniture Co.'s plt., north 
Salem, destroyed 

Hamilton, Ont.—Gillies Guy coalyard destroyed 

Toronto, Ont.—Cavendish Apt. bldg. damaged. 

Bowling Green, Ky.--Electric & Supply Co. bldg. 
and State Armory, destroved. Adj. Times-four- 
nal Publishing Co. and Ford Motor Co. dam- 
aged. 

Eastport, Me.—First Congregational (Unitarian) 
Church destroyed 

Stoughton, Mass.—Stoughton Bldg., a business 
bldg., damaged 

Marietta, Ohio—Gruber Dept. Store damaged. 

West Wyoming, Pa.—Gurland Sand Co. plt. de 
stroyed. 

Harlingen, Tex.—Southwestern Packing Co. 
damaged 

Yakima, Wash.—John Deere-Lindeman Power 
Co. destroyed. 

Eau Claire, Wis.—Continental Block bldg. and 
two others in center of business district, dam- 
aged 

Des Moines, Ia.—Bankers Printing Co., Nook 
Tavern, Lloyd Lunch and Reliable Dress Club 
damaged. 
asper, Ind.—St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Hays- 
ville, destroyed 

Crockett, Tex.—First Baptist Church destroyed. 
Defective flue. 

Dallas,” Tex.—Good Street Baptist Church dam 
aged. Overheated gas stove. 

a Cal.—First Savings Bank Bldg. dam 
aged 

Bell City, Mo.—-Post office, theatre, barber shop, 
Swindell’s restaurant, I. R. Wright general 
merchandise store, destroyed. 

Tonawanda, N. Y.—Henderson-Millard Sales and 
Service and apt. bldg. destroyed; business-apt. 
bldg. owned by Henry Thursam, damaged. 
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“cer ar a rine FAST! 


SPEED RESCUE WORK 


with this amazing hi-speed 


SAW GUN 
(eng 


\ 





QUICKLY CUTS THRU 
ALL METALS 


Stainless or Monel 
Corrugated or Plain 


woop 


Other Materials 





AIR-COOLED 
HAND GRIP 






DETACHABLE HANDLE 


An Indispensable Fire-Fighting Tool 


The Saw-Gun is an amazingly efficient 
Portable Power Saw that speedily cuts 
thru all metals, wood and other materials. 
Firemen equipped with this essential res- 
cue tool can get at a fire or entrapped per- 
sons QUICKLY! Cuts rapidly thru heavy 
gauge steel. No need to waste precious 
time removing iron gratings, or other ob- 
structions . cut them out of the way 
with the Saw-Gun! Saves time! Saves 
lives! 


Easily attaches to any electric or air- 
drill, or flexible shaft. Uses ordinary hack 
saw blade for cutting. Very simple to 
operate. 

Modern fire-fighters require modern 
tools. The Saw-Gun will prove an ex- 
tremely valuable addition to your present 
equipment. Get all the details NOW! 


SEE YOUR JOBBER OR WRITE 


W. H. HOWLAND 


VEX KML MA Si 
Chicago 49, Illinois 











J. P. Clark Joins Quaker Rubber Co. 


James P. Clark, former Chief 
swain Mate, Fire Fighter, and Instruc- 
tor in the United States Coast Guard, 
has been appointed representative in the 
Fire Hose Division of Quaker Rubber 














J. P. Clark 


Corporation, for Northern New Jersey. 
While in the Coast Guard, Mr. Clark 
was officially commended by Rear Ad- 
miral Covell, U.S.C.G. and Commodore 


John S. Baylis, for his fire fighting ac- 
tivities. Prior to the war he was with 
the American Petroleum Institute, and 


also the Aetna Casualty and Surety Co. 
in New York City. Possessing a 
Bachelor of Laws Degree, “Chief” Clark 
after testing fire fighting in the Service, 


decided to foresake his legal background | 


and organized his own company, Fire 
Prevention Service, in Jersey City, N. J., 
carrying a complete line of fire fighting 
equipment and supplies. 


Glenn to Represent Manhattan 


Manhattan Rubber Division of Ray- 
bestos-Manhattan, Inc., Passaic, N. J., 
has announced that Joseph Glenn & 
Sons, Clifton Heights, Pa., will now 
represent them in the Philadelphia area. 

The Glenn organization will carry a 
stock of conveyor, power transmission, 
V-belts and hose of all types. This 
warehouse stock and a factory stock 
is less than 100 miles from Philadelphia. 


Jeep Fire Truck 
The Western 
pany, of S 


Fire Equipment Com- 


San Francisco, Calif., has re- 


Boat- 





| 
| 
| 





cently placed on the market a fire fight- | 


ing “jeep”. 
lon booster tank, a standard Panama 


The unit carries a 100-gal- | 


pump, 50 feet of %4-inch solvent proof | 
hose, suction hose, fog nozzle and fire | 


tools. 
New Fire Escape Ladder 


The Superior Fire Equipment Corp., 


235 East 42nd Street, New York City, | 


has placed on the market an all-metal 
fire escape chain ladder. The unit con- 


sists of two parallel chains fitted with | 


rungs, and a container to hold the lad- 
der when it is rolled up into compact 
form. Patented clearance guards on the 
ends of each rung provide ample space 
for hands and toes between ladder and 
wall when ladder is in position. 

Ladder in container is secured be- 
neath window. When ladder is to be 
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Better 
FIRE STATION DESIGN 








THE AIR-CONDITIONING 


FIRE HOSE DRYER 


In eliminating the unsightly hose tower 
and cumbersome rack and the “dead” 
space they involve your architect can 
plan a really attractive station of func- 
tional design. The thousands of dollars 
saved in construction costs could provide 
a lot of other needed equipment. DON’T 
give your modern fire dept. an old- 
fashioned home. 


Better 
HOSE DRYING 


Chiefs and firemen prefer this modern 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL DRYER 
because it: (1) does a better job in a 
fraction of the time; (2) saves most of 
the hard work; (3) takes up so little 
floor space; (4) is ideal for hose storage; 
(5) lessens need for large hose reserves; 
(6) dries clothing as well as hose. 


CIRCUL-AIR is ideal for fire stations 
of any size ... indeed many larger cities 
have re-ordered for additional houses 
after initial installations have proved it 
the fastest, easiest and most economical 
drying medium. 





47 CORPORATION 


THE Cgc 


575 East Milwaukee Street 


DETROIT 2 MICHICAN 
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VALVES 
HYDRANTS 
AND PIPE LINE ACCESSORIES 


M & H products, including pipe 


line accessories, are well known 
for high quality of material and ex- 
pert workmanship. They are made 
according to standard specifications 
and have been used for many years 
throughout the country. Write for 


Catalog No. 34. 


M & H VALVE 
AND FITTINGS COMPANY 
ANNISTON, ALABAMA 














FLASHING and 
OSCILLATING 
(All Patents & Rights Protected) 


WIG-WAG 
RED-HEAD 


on your apparatus and cars 


CLEARS YOUR SIDE OF WAY, TOO 
SAFER — QUIETER — FASTER 





Lamphead does not move, so this light 
cannot stick in sleet or snow. 


—Flash-’N-Wag! 


CARPENTER MFC. CO. 


"“Master-Light-Makers” 
200 Master Light Bidg., Boston 45, Mass. 





Gentiomen: Send more infor- 
mation on your Emergency 
Lights te my address below: 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fir—E ENGINEERING when 





used, it is fed out over the window sill. 
Che ladder is furnished in the following 
sizes: 10-ft., 15-ft., 20-ft., 25-ft. and 30-ft. 

The unit is all-metal in construction, 
and is light in weight, making it easy 
to handle. 


Ex-Chief R. J. Scott Joins Eastman 

Former Fire Chief, Ralph J. Scott, of 
Los Angeles, Calif., has announced dis- 
tribution plans of the Eastman Safety 
Chute, which the Scott-Eastman Safety 


Chute Coupany will distribute in the 
Western States. 

[his device is a fire resistant canvas 
slide which can be raised to the win- 


dows of burning buildings by firemen, 


or let down from the windows if in 
stalled in the building. Two to four 
persons grasping the end dropped to 


the ground are enough to hold the chute 
while those trapped in the building slide 
down to safety 

Scott spent 35 years as a member of 
the Los Angeles Fire Department with 
the last 20 years thereof as Chief. He 
was President of the International Fire 
Chiefs Association and served as Gen- 
|eral Manager of the Association. Dur- 
|ing the war he was with the War Plant 
Security Service, 9th Service Command, 
UL. S. Army. 


DeLuxe Wheat Lamp Bulletin 

\ catalog sheet, describing the new 
DeLuxe Wheat Rechargeable Spotlight, 
has been issued by Koehler Manufac- 
turing Company Inc., Marlboro, Mass. 
It gives full details of construction and 
operation, and lists its several advan- 
tages. 

Wheat lamps are widely used by the 
hire service and other emergency forces. 
The Rechargeable Spotlight, it is said, 
has a 2500 foot beam, develops 25,000 
| candle power and is good for 1000 hours 


(Continued from page 35) 


violation. It would then be a 
case between the City Attorney 
the party involved in 
The Chief of 
Bureau as 
under 


court 
aml 
complaint. 
Fire Prevention 
the men working 
fire alarms also. 


the 
the 
well as 


him answer 


| operation. 

The Round Table 
| 

| 





At every alarm of fire, police squads | 


are assigned to that fire 
run or emergency run. 
on the scene until the work of the fire 
department is completed. These of- 
| ficers are regular members of the 
police department. 
having men on the fire 
partment who have police power, we 
| have none. 
| handled by the Chief of the Fire De- 
partment who has at his disposal the 
State Fire Marshal or any 
deputies. 
| W. H. Hazell, Chief, Hutchinson, Kan.: 
We do not use fire police in Hutchin- 
} son. Our police do only police work 
such as keeping back crowds and de- 
touring traffic at a fire 
We have tried to keep a friendly 
relationship between the two depart- 
ments. This works out successfully 
here. Our police do not fight fire. 
They may occasionally as a brotherly 
gesture, assist in the moving of a hose 
line on the exterior, but not in where 
the boys are really fighting fire. 


particular 


As to 


They remain | 


de- | 


Arson investigation is | 
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Radio-Active Treated, 
Mildew-Proof . . . Rot- 
Proof... Freeze-Proof... 
and with FLEXLASTICS* 
for longer Service life. 
Every length Pressure- 
Tested and Flat-Folding 
for easier, safer handling. 


*The term FLEXLASTICS is an ex- 
clusive MANHATTAN trade mark. 
Only MANHATTAN can moke 
FLEXLASTICS. 








RAYBESTOS-MANHATTAN, Inc. 


MANHATTAN RUBBER DIVISION 
Executive Offices and Factories, Passaic, N. J. 











For Firemen 
Studying for 
Promotion 






Newest 
Enlarged 
Edition 





$2.50 


Postpaid 


A 310-page book, fully illustrated, by Geo. 
J. Kuss, former Deputy Chief, New York Fire 
Department, and Fred Shepperd, Editorial Di- 
rector of FIRE ENGINEERING. 

Contains questions asked at promotional ex- 
aminations in practically every city in the 
country where civil service examinations are 
held, with answers. 

Includes chapter on Report Writing, How 
to Answer Examination Questions, Chemistry 
Examination Questions, Fire Fighting Ques- 
tions, Overhauling, Ventilation, Fire Preven- 
tion, Inspection, Evolutions, Drills, Use of 
Apparatus, Rescue Work, and in fact all the 
topics covered by the fire department promo 
tional examinations. 

If you are studying for a promotional exam- 
ination, you need this book; if you are not, 
it will nevertheless give you a vast amount of 
valuable information on up-to-date fire fighting 
methods. 


CASE -SHEPPERD- MANN PUB. CORP. 
24 West 40th Street, New York City 











writing advertisers 








for 


HEI 


-o 2a = a 


~A wm mewe = «fb oe 





ING 





inc. 


a 


Di- 








for JANUARY, 1947 


59 








HERE IS THE QUESTION FOR THE 
NEXT ISSUE 


1. Do members of your Fire De- 
partment collect money due for 
various permits, such as garage, 
fuel oil, explosives, etc. ? 

2. If not, by whom is collecting 
done? 

3. What do you feel to be the prin- 
cipal objections to having this 
work done by firemen? Or, what 
are the principal benefits of such 
a plan? 








C. L. Ligon, Chief, Fort Worth, Tex.: 
We do not have fire patrolmen, but 
the city is patrolled by police scout 
cars which are equipped with two-way 
radio and we do receive many alarms 
by radio especially at night. 

We do have fire inspectors, who 
carry a police commission and have 
all the authority vested in any police 
officer. They also have authority to 
issue corporation tickets for any in- 
fraction of the fire code. Their duties 
are confined, however, to fire inspec- 
tion work and they have been trained 
in the fire department for a number of 
vears and work under the jurisdiction 
of the fire marshal. 

Should they see a crime committed 
which needed an officer immediately 
they would take the necessary action, 
as they would have that authority. 

As stated above, the department 
does not have fire patrolmen, but 
there are on duty at all times sixteen 
police scout cars equipped with two- 
way radio patrolling the entire city; 
also twelve motorcycle officers patrol- 
ling with one-way radio. In addition 
to this service, there are policemen 
patrolling the business district, one 
man to about two square blocks. All 


' these officers have been instructed to 


cooperate with this department in 
every way possible, and they have 
done this. 

I would like to add that all our fire 
fighting equipment is equipped with 
two-way radio. 

F. J. Callahan, Chief, Central Falls, 
R. I.: Police officers answer all our 
bell alarms to take care of traffic. 

J. G. Bargagini, Chief, Bethesda, Md.: 
We do not have fire police in our 
community. The Montgomery Coun- 
ty police respond to all alarms of fire 
in Our area with a squad. 

George C. Graham, Chief, Bristol, 
Conn.: We have no firemen assigned 
to fire police duty. 

When an alarm of fire is received at 
fire headquarters, the police are notified 
of the location and the nearest police 
cruiser is contacted by radio and dis- 
patched to the scene of the fire. If 
more policemen are needed they can 
be called by radio communication with 
police headquarters, either from the 
fire chief’s car or the cruiser attend- 
ing. Police remain on duty at fires 
until the fire chief signifies they are 
no longer needed. : 

George E. Jacob, Chief, Canton, Ohio: 
Police cruisers are assigned to cover 
all fires within the city. Different 





LKHART 


NEPENDABLE EQUIPMENT FOR 
EVERY FIRE DEPARTMENT NEED 





Do not buy equipment without first 
consulting the Elkhart catalog. Let 
it be your guide to quality products. 


PARTIAL LIST OF ELKHART PRODUCTS 


Leader line sets - Hose pipes + Playpipes 
and holders + Spanners + Nozzles of all 
kinds + Axes + Couplings + Shut-off Noz- 
zles + Extinguishers + Hose clamps + Fire 
hose test pump + Fire hose couplings + 
Hydrant gates - Pump valves. 


ELKHART BRASS MANUFACTURING CO., Inc. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 














DEPENDABLE 


STERLING MODEL "'M" 


‘in Silver or in GENERAL ALARM SIREN 


| SIRENS— You Can Depend On lt ALWAYS 


S T E R LIN G 


A NAME YOU CAN DEPEND ON 


| An absolutely dependable, tried and proven siren for communities of all sizes. Loud, clear, 
| simple to install and no maintenance to bother with. Embodying the “know how" of the 

oldest and larges+ makers of siren signals in the fire field. Write for descriptive literature 
| and list of towns using the model “M." 





| 4ESGO .« 
| MANUFACTURERS OF A STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO., Inc. 
COMPLETE LINE OF 55 Allen Street Rochester, New York 


APPARATUS SIRENS 
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HOW ACME “Fp” 


Full-Vision Gas Masks 
Give EXTRA Safety 


@ Acme's large, clear, non-distorted 
lenses assure greater vision—full down- 
ward vision, too. 

Acme's exclusive Dead Air Check Valve 
limits the amount of carbon dioxide the 
wearer re-breathes. 

Acme's FD cannister filters smokes, 
fumes, dusts, mists and gases—even 
cigarette smoke, which is one of the 
most difficult to eliminate. 

These and other features makes the 
Acme outstanding in fire-fighting ser- 
vice. Write for full details. 


ACME protection 


EQUIPMENT CO. 
3037 West Lake St., Chicago 12, Ill. 








BRAXMAR 
BADGES 


Standard with firemen for 67 
years. We can now supply nickel 
and chrome badges. 


John O. Veit, Pres. 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., Inc. 
242 W. 55 Street, New York 19, N. Y. 
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William J. Sudeith, Chief, St. 


Frank M. Savage, 


H. C. Groebner, 


cruisers carrying two police officers 
block off the streets on which the fire 
occurs. Automobiles or other traffic 
are not permitted to travel in the fire 


block. Pedestrians are permitted, 
however, and do cause considerable 
confusion and hinderance to the fire 


department. 


John H. Lennox, Chief, Camden, N. J.: 


Our community does not use fire 
police but all fire lines are guarded 
by our regular police department. 
Paul, 
Minn.: All police officers of the City 
of St. Paul are trained for fire duty. 
At all their school sessions I have 
been invited to talk to these police- 
men on their duties and responsibili- 
ties at fires, and also, during the pro- 
gress of a fire, these men come di- 
rectly under the Fire Chief or what- 
ever other fire department officer is 
in charge of the fire. 

Police officers carry flares with 
them and are familiar with ropes and 
flares on all fire apparatus. In other 
words, when they respond, which 
they do to all fire alarms, they know 
just what duties to perform, what 
streets they are to block off, what 
streets they are to rope off, where to 
place their flares, and to keep pedes- 
trians at a safe distance from the fire. 
[hey are also trained to take posses- 
sion of the property after the firemen 
leave, to notify the owners or man- 
agement, to allow no one to enter the 
building during a fire unless the fire 
department officer in charge grants 
permission. 

I might state, due to this fine co- 
operation between our police and our- 
selves, in more than twelve years this 
department has never had a complaint 
ot anything being stolen at a fire. 
Chief, Syracuse, 
N. Y.: One radio squad car responds 
to each alarm of fire. This car has 
two-way radio. 

This officer investigates and makes 
a record of all fires, ie., their cause, 
loss, owner, occupant, insured or not, 
suspicious or not, etc. All this in- 
formation is for the police records, 
which if called for at an investigation 
along with fire department records, 
is available. , 

The officer directs traffic and spec- 
tators around the fire and cooperates 
with the firemen to preserve life and 
property at all fires or any emergency 
where the fire department is detailed 
or called. 

Chief, New Ulm, 
Minn.: We use fire police for traffic 
reguiation and for forming fire lines. 
They are mostly older members of 
the department. They have full police 
authority and can have arrests made 
by signing a warrant. 

They do not have any duties other 
than those at fires. 

Where a community has no organ- 
ized police department, I believe fire 
police are useful to the fire depart- 
ment. They can regulate traffic, form 
fire lines and keep back sightseers. 

Clyde E. Neale, Chief, Livingston, 
Mont.: We have an organized city 
police force which give us much needed 
assistance. Fire police would be very 
useful in communities without an or- 
ganized police department in keeping 
unwanted people at a distance. 

Walter A. Staats, Chief, New Braunfels, 
Tex.: We have fire police in our de- 
partment. They possess the same au- 
thority as any other special 





FIRE ENGINEERING 


FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES 
TO BLANKET THE BLAZE WITH 


StrangteA\R FOAM 


FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES are light to 
handle, easy to clean. Specially designed 
to deliver foam of uniform consistency. 
Manufactured in standard sizes from 2% 
GPM to 250 GPM. StrangleAIR FOAM is 
clean, white, non-toxic. A coating lasts 
for hours or until washed off after fire has 
been extinguished. Eliminates flashbacks 
and prevents formation of noxious or 
dangerous fumes. 

FIRE-SNUFFER NOZZLES and Strangle- 
AIR FOAM can be obtained through fire 
appliance supply houses. Write for Illus- 
trated Bulletin 151. 





StrangteAiR FOAM 
AMERICAN DIE & TOOL CO., INC. 
EAST READING, PA. 











FOR PROGRESSIVE 
FIRE FIGHTERS 





A 254 page book, 185 illustrations, 
cloth bound, by Fred Shepperd, Editorial 
Director of FIRE ENGINEERING. 


Brings thoroughly up-to-date the subject of 
hydraulics as it pertains to every phase of fire- 
fighting —in simpler, more understandable and 
more complete form than ever. Not only that, it 
embraces, as well, many important new angles 
that have never before been covered anywhere. 
There are several brand new formulas, originated 
by Mr. Shepperd, and even old ones have been 
simplified or revised for greater accuracy. 

“Fire Service Hydraulics” is a book every 
progressive fire fighter from the Chief down needs 
and should have. 


Price $3.00 Postpaid 
. 
CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN PUB. CORP. 


| 24 West 40th Street, New York 18, N. Y. 
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officer. Their commission is issued 
by the Mayor. 

In cities of part paid and volunteer 
fire departments, where you have an 
organized but small police depart- 
ment, fire police can be very useful 
in guarding apparatus and hose lines, 
keeping traffic and sightseers from in- 
terfering with the work of the fire 
fighters and protecting salvaged prop- 
erty. 

Lewis K. Zirn, Chief, Coldwater, Minn.: 
Our police department is located in 
the same building as the fire depart- 
ment and two policemen answer every 
alarm that is turned in with the fire 
department. They are stationed one 
at each end of the block in which the 
fire is located. They direct traffic and 
keep cars out of the block in which 
we are working so that we are not 
hampered in our work. 

[heir work is strictly police work. 
They have no connection with the 
fire department, although they do help 
at times with hydrant connections as 
our hydrants are nearly all on corners. 
The policemen can handle traffic and 
also take care of the hydrant. 

Fire police with full authority to 
make arrests, if necessary, would be a 
great help to any fire department, city 
or rural, to keep fire lanes open for 
transporting water to trucks in rural 
areas and for moving trucks from fire 
to hydrants in the city. 

H. Hoebeke, Chief, Grand Haven, 
Mich.: Our fire department consists 
of full paid and volunteer firemen. 
One volunteer fireman acts as a 
policeman doing traffic duty. This has 
been very helpful to our department. 
He has the authority of a constable 
in one of our city wards, so he can 
also arrest violators. This policeman 
attends all our fire drills and can also 
assist us in fighting fires. 

F, E. Leverman, Chief, Beeville, Tex.: 
Our community does use fire police. 
They are commissioned by the city 
and patrol fire lines to keep order and 
assist in general fire fighting. 

F. H. Smith, Chief, Anoka, Minn.: 
While we do not have fire police in 
our community, I believe that where 
a community has no organized police 
force, the chief of the fire department 
and his men should have full police 
powers so as to be able to handle 
traffic, crowds or make arrests, if 
necessary. 

We here have a police department, 
but under the ordinance that governs 
the fire department, the chief has full 
police powers and has full charge of 
the area where the fire is located. 

Edward E. Wischer, Chief, Milwaukee, 
Wis.: Due to the fact that the fire 
department receives full cooperation 
from the police department in every 
respect during an alarm of fire, it has 
never been deemed necessary to or- 
ganize such force in Milwaukee. 

The police department dispatches a 
radio patrol car to the scene of every 
alarm, and in the event of a major 
fire, provides sufficient police person- 
nel to maintain proper fire lines. 

In addition, the police department 
provides the ambulances at the scenes 
of all major fires or other emer- 
gencies. 

P. H. Kirch, Chief, Dubuque, Ia.: We 
do not use fire police, but the police- 
man on the beat and squad cars are 
on the lookout for fires. One or two 
squad cars answer all fire alarms. 
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. . . On your next pumper and 
be sure of efficient, flexible 
and dependable performance. 





Write today for latest information 
on Hale Fire Engine Pumps .. . 
built in all standard capacities. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 


CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 














“HAHN” tire APPARATUS 


SINCE 1907 


FINEST IN THE WORLD * STREAM- 
LINED * BALANCED CHASSIS * 
AMPLY POWERED * VERY EFFICIENT 
PUMPS WITH PLENTY IN’ RESERVE 
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HAMBURG, PA. 
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BODY-GUARD 


BUNKER SUITS 


FOR COMFORT & PROTECTION 








WE ARE DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
SIREN BOOTS 
We have been supplying FIREMEN'S 


CLOTHING for over 25 years. 


Any fireman can have a catalog by writing— 


BODY-GUARD 
MANUFACTURING CO. 


ST. JOSEPH MISSOURI 








At Low Price! 


ROCKWOOD 
TYPE SG-40 
FOG NOZZLES 


Guaranteed New 


LIMITED SUPPLY 
SENT ON APPROVAL 


NOZZLE $17.50 
Reg. Price $49.50 


1," NOZZLE $22.50 

Reg. Price $49.50 
21/7," NOZZLE $27.50 

Reg. Price $64.00 


APPLICATORS ANY SIZE 
$7.50 
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Hartford Has "Chief for a Day" 


Hartford, Conn., honored its “Fire 
Chief For A Day” when 17-year-old 
Robert B. Gerrish of 148 No. Whitney 
Street, the winner of the honorary 
office, rode down Main Street on Oct. 





"Chief" 


Robert B. Gerrish 


12, 1946, in the city’s newest 
pumpers leading a parade of fire appa 
ratus from South Green to the Old 
State House. 

The search the “Chief” was con- 
ducted jointly radio station WTIC 
and the Parade of Youth section of The 
Hartford Courant 

The apparatus included not only one 


one ot 


tor 
by 





“All American Choice” 





INVINCIBLE 


NOZZLES 


F. NW. McINTIRE BRASS WORKS 
Successors to A. J. Morse & Son, Inc. 
BOSTON, MASS. 

1837 — 1945 








of the newest pumpers, but also the 
oldest pumper in the city, a steam en- 
gine purchased in 1912. A driver and 
a stoker to heave the coal into the en- | 
gine were required to operate the old | - 
machine. 

Waiting at the Old State House to 


greet the Junior “Chief” and to present 
gifts donated by local merchants to him 
were Chief Henry G. Thomas; Bernard 
Mullins, chairman of WTIC’s Fire Pre- | 
vention Campaign; and James F. Looby, | 


editor of the Parade of Youth. 
Chief Thomas gave Bob Gerrish a 
chief's helmet which had seen service 


in Hartford fires. He next gave him an 
Indian fire pump type of fire extinguish- 
er, a gift from the Commissioner of 
Education, Dr. Alonzo G. Grace. In 
making the presentation, Chief Thomas 
read a letter of congratulations written 
by Coston C. Crouse, Director of Public 
Service Training of the State Depart- 
ment of Education 


Dallas F. D. Gets Publicity 


Last month Dallas, Tex., taxpayers 
got a new slant on the fire fighting busi 
ness and the men who are in it, through 
a feature story printed in the Dallas 
limes Herald. 

This story unearthed by a public rela- 
tions man of Fulton Bag & Cotton 
Mills, came of interview 
Chief C. N gave the 
esting facts about what kind of 
firemen are, what they have to 
through to become firemen, and what | 
they actually do in their regular line of 
duty. 

Dispelled were the old ideas that fire- 
men amuse themselves with dominoes 
and checkers all day, break down doors, 
tear up furniture and squirt water all 
over things unnecessarily when there 1s 
a fire. Firemen were presented in their 
true light, as highly skilled and highly 
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PROMOTIONAL 


STUDY COURSE 
FOR FIREMEN 


By Fred Shepperd, B.Sc., M.E. 


Published in response to numerous 
requests from fire department 
officers and men working for ad- 
vancement, this book embraces the 
famous "Promotional Study Course” 
which ran serially in FIRE ENGI- 
NEERING and proved to be so 
tremendously popular. Covering in 
chapter lessons most of the im- 
portant phases of fire protection 
promotional study—mainly in ques- 
tions and answers form—all of it in 
the concise style generally used and 
preferred by civil service examiners. 


To fire chiefs and other officials respon- 

sible for preparing examinations, this 

book will be found most helpful. And it 

is a mighty good reason, too, why fire 

officers and men should find it of inestim- 

able value in studying for advancement. 
PER COPY 


$3.00 posrrain 


CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN 
PUBLISHING CORP. 


24 W. 40th St., New York 18, N. Y. 
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trained men whose duty is to protect 
lite | property. 

Even the Times Herald editor was 
impressed by the rigorous training that 


rookie firemen go through before they 
become full fledged fire fighters, the 
wide range of skill and knowledge that 
firemen must have, and the multiplicity 

ities they perform in addition to 
actual fire fighting 


Deputy Chief Killoy Dies at Fire 


William J. Killoy, 65, Deputy Chief 
of the New Haven Fire Department, 
died following a six-hour battle with a 


four-alarm fire, December 5. He was 


New Haven Warehouse Fire Where: Chief 
W. J. Killoy Died 


about to return to quarters and col- 
lapsed as he was stepping into his car, 
dying before he could reach the hos- 
pital 
Chief Killoy was born April 14, 1881, 
and was appointed a substitute fireman 
January 31, 1905, becoming permanent 
fireman April 4, 1906. He was made a 
lieutenant in June, 1917, and advanced 
to captain in January, 1921. In April 
the following year, he was appointed 
battalion chief and three vears later, in 
1945, he became deputy chief. 
the days ot tue horse-drawn ap- 
paratus, Chief Killoy was a driver of 
old Engine &, and previous to entering 
the department he was a trolley con 
ductor in New Haven. He was widely 
known to the many fire officers who 
have visited the New Haven Fire Train 
ing School during the past year and his 
quiet friendliness won him a host of 


admi 


New Fire Detecting System 


\ highly sensitive fire alarm device 
ased on an adaptation of a Geiger 
Mueller electron counter, is described in 
a report issued by the Office of Tech 
nica Services, LU. S Department. of 
Cor erce 


report was prepared by Herbert 
Fric an, a physicist, at the Naval Re- 
eal Laboratory, Washington, D. C. 
The device differs in operation from 
conventional fire alarm systems based 
1 it-sensitive elements such = as 
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THE MAKERS OF FAMOUS BARTON -AMERICAN 
FRONT AND MIDSHIP MOUNTED PUMPS 


WISH YOU A HAPPY 


* 1947 * 


MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING TO YOUR 


x COMMUNITY x 


AN EVEN LOWER FIRE LOSS 





[AMERICAN -MARSH PUMPS, 









AMERICAN-MARSH PUMPS, INC. 


BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 














WENTWORTH 


- * 
FIREMAN’S UNIFORM CAPS The St 


| Union Made Prompt Delivery | A MODERN aad PROVEN 


1 LIFE NET 





The SUPERIOR LIFE SAVING NET is 
stronger than any other, because of the 
tested breaking strength of 1,800 Ibs. of 
each individual rope. 


No. 342 The di 

e direct pull shock absorber system 
Wentworth Fireman Caps are wn A —e eliminates all friction and its greater re- 
Quality Standard Materials available. ey are ili ° : . 
made in all the New and Standard styles by the siliency provides for a safer, easier landing. 


Best Skilled Union Craftsmen. Our 52 years of 
experience and skilled workmen SIE we Made of Chrome Molybdenum steel, the 
AMERICA’S GREATEST CAP VALUE in a frame may easily be folded for storage 
Ww ENTWORTH FIREMAN _CAPS. : within a few seconds. 
Write direct for latest circular and prices 
or see your local dealer. 

For the utmost in LIFE SAVING VALUE 

.. + "SPECIFY SUPERIOR". 


For ECONOMY, have your old net con- 
verted into a "SUPERIOR". 


Other SUPERIOR Products: 

Training Nets and Structures 
Ladder Belts 

Life Size Training Dummies 














WENTWORTH-FORMAN CO., INC. SUPERIOR FIRE 
21-23 Edinboro St., Boston 11, Mass. EQUIPMENT CORP 


Manufacturers 
Fireman Cap Specialists for Over 50 Years 235 E. 42nd St. New York, N. Y. 
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Fyr-Fyter equipment has 
proven its value in preventing 
small fires from becoming 
disastrous through the loss of 
life and property. Recent catas- 
trophic fires with terrific loss 
of life emphasize the urgent 
need of fire protection. A com- 
plete line of Underwriters 
Laboratories labeled Fire Ex- 
tinguishers 


HELP SAVE LIVES AND 
PROPERTY 


Get Fyr-Fyter for safety’s 
sake We advise and serve 
manufacturing plants, public 
institutions, homes, garages, trucks, 
autos, etc., immediately. Write us today 
regarding Fyr-Fyter equipment for your 
own protection 


THE FYR-FYTER CO. 


101-25, Dayton 1, Ohio 


Dept. 
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JANESVILLE QUALITY 
TURN OUT CLOTHING 





Our turnout suits are giving excellent 
satisfaction in most of the large fire 
departments throughout the U. S. and 
THERE MUST BE A REASON WHY 
SO MANY FIREMEN INSIST ON 
JANESVILLE QUALITY 


NOW AVAILABLE 
We can now supply old type % Length 


and Knee Length Felt-lined Firemen's 
Boots. 


JANESVILLE APPAREL CO. 


JANESVILLE, WIS. 

















thermostats and thermopiles in that it 
does not respond to the heat of an open 
flame, but to the photo-electrons of the 
ultraviolet light radiated from the flame. 

Tests at the National Bureau of 
Standards showed that more than a 
minute elapses before conventional sys- 


tems react to an alcohol fire. The 
photo-electronic device, however, de- 
tects the fire in a few seconds. How- 


ever, it is insensitive to smudge fires, 
even though the heat radiated may be 
sufficient to operate conventional sys- 
tems, according to the report. 

The device includes an electron count- 
er, a triode amplifier, a grid resistor and 
capacitor, a relay, and a high-voltage 
power source. The counter consists of 
a cylindrical glass envelope containing 
a mixture of alcohol vapor and argon, 
a copper cathode covered with a thin 
layer of oxide and a tungsten wire 
anode centered between two punched 
mica discs. The oxide layer makes the 
counter insensitive to the ultraviolet 
of the sun but sensitive to the ultraviolet 
of a flame. A quartz window cemented 
to the glass envelope admits the ultra- 
violet radiation. 

The high voltage of the counter is so 
adjusted that a single photo-electron 
of the radiation will set off a momentary 
electric discharge between the elec- 
trodes. Each discharge causes a pulse 
current to flow through the grid resis- 
tor. A capacitor shunted across the 
resistor helps maintain a steady flow of 
current and, consequently, a_ steady 
voltage. The remaining voltage applied 
to the grid of the triode amplifier deter- 
mines the plate current, which in turn 
gives power to the relay for actuating 
the fire alarm signal. To prevent acci- 
dental alarms by stray photo-electrons, 
the grid circuit elements are selected so 
that the relay will operate only when 
ten or more electrons per second are 
entering the counter. 





Questions and Answers 








Pressure on Siphon Layout 
To the Editor: 

A pump is pumping 500 gallons per 
minute through a 3!%-inch hose line 
which extends vertically upwards 45 
feet, discharging through an open 
butt (Fig. 1). As the pump is located 
at water level there is no plus or 
minus head at the suction side. The 
pressure required at the pump to dis- 
charge this water then would be the 
pressure necessary to overcome the 
discharge head A-B, or 20 pounds, 
plus friction loss in the hose of 5 
pounds, plus the pressure necessary 
to discharge 500 GPM through a 
3¥%-inch circular outlet, 3 pounds, or 
a total of 28 pounds. 

1. If the discharge hose were ex- 
tended straight down from that point, 
to a point at or near the level of the 
pump, B-C (Fig. 2) would the pump 
pressure required after the line had 
been primed, be reduced by the 
amount of the head of the extension? 


2. If the answer to 1 is “Yes,” 


FIRE ENGINEERING 








485 Pages 
Profusel) 
Illustrated 


Be Prepared 
to meet 
Any Emergency 
with 
THE 
FIRE CHIEF'S 


HANDBOOK 


The Greatest Book 
on Fire Fighting 





| Written by Fred Shepperd, in col- 
| laboration with the Educational Com- 
mittee of the International Association 


of Fire Chiefs. 


The most complete and authoritative 
source of practical, helpful data—gives 
reliable and dependable answers to 
almost every question that might come 
up in modern fire fighting methods. 


Progressive fire chiefs, interested in 
keeping themselves abreast of current 
methods of meeting fire emergencies, 
need this book. It is the book every 

| fire fighter should own and study. 
Postpaid 


$4. 
2 


CASE - SHEPPERD - MANN 
PUBLISHING CORP. 


24 West 40th St. 
New York 18, N. Y. 
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GREEN - BAK 


COVERS 





No water can leak through to damage 
merchandise covered with Shuredry. 
Light, flexible, easy-to-handle Shuredry 
Salvage Covers with the exclusive Fulton 
dry treatment are pliant and soft in the 
coldest weather—Fold them for storage 
—they will not crack or sweat: 


Tested and passed by the National 
Board of Fire Underwriters and by Fac- 
tory Mutuals Fire Insurance Association. 
Order Shuredry Green-Bak Salvage Cov- 


ers now from the factory nearest you. 
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SOME WORDS FOOL YOU 
like 


RAISE 


{to erect) 


RAZE 


(to destroy! 
BUT 


WOOSTER BRASS always 
means the BEST in fire equip- 
ment supplies. 


THE WOOSTER 
BRASS CO. 


WOOSTER, OHIO 


When you specify products bear- 
ing the TRUMPET trademark, you 
can SAVE and BANK on SAFETY. 

















would hard suction hose be necessary 
to accomplish this? 

3. If the pump pressure was con- 
stant, would the addition of the ex- 


. 45 





FIG.1 


tension increase the flow to equal the 
flow you would have in Fig. 1, if the 
pump pressure were increased by the 
pressure of the head of the extension? 

4. If the answer to 1 is “No,” 
would the pressure at the open butt 
be greater in Fig. 2 than in Fig. 1? 
If it is greater, would this not auto- 
matically cause a greater flow? If it 
is not greater, what happens to the 
energy developed by the head on the 
extension ? 

H. M. 

Answer: The questions you offer will 
be answered in the order in which they 
are given. 

1. Yes, but less the friction loss in 
the down stfetch of hose. 

é Yes, to avoid collapse of hose. 

3. Yes, but calculations would have 
to take into account the friction loss in 
the down stretch as well as the up 
stretch. 

This arrangement of hose constitutes 
a common siphon. If butt “C” is lower 
than intake “A”, water will flow without 
engine pressure, once the line has been 


filled. 





PLAN 
Monthly 
meeting. Secretary, Chief Edward H. Carney, 
Fire Headquarters, Chappaqua, N. Y. 


19—FIRE CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY 
WESTCHESTER COUNTY. 


Feb. 
OF 


19—FIRE CHIEFS EMERGENCY’ PLAN 

WESTCHESTER COUNTY. Monthly 
meeting. Secretary, Chief Edward H. Carney, 
Fire Headquarters, Chappaqua, N. Y. 


May 3-4-NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. Annual 
Hoberg’s, Cal. 


July 28-Aug. 1 PENNSYLVANIA FIRE 
SCHOOL. Ninth Annual meeting, Lewistown, 
Pa. Director, Edgar A. Spotz, Adviser, Fire 
Service Training, Public Institute, 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Aug. 19-22 (Tentative)—INTERNATIONAL AS 
SOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS. Annual meet- 
ing, New York, N. Y. Secretary-Treasurer, 
Chief Daniel B. Tierney, 8 Robbins Road, Ar- 
lington 74, Mass. 


Sept. 23-26—CALIFORNIA STATE FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. Annual meeting, Hoberg’s 
Cal. 


SEPT. 29-OCT. 2 — INTERNATIONAL MU- 
NICIPAL SIGNAL ASSOCIATION, Annual 
meeting. Grand Rapids, Mich. Secretary, Irvin 
Shulsinger, 8 East 4lst Street, New York 17, 
N. Y 
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Have you your 


“AMERCO” CRASH AXE? 


—no equip plete without it. 
1T CHOPS, RIPS AND 
CUTS THRU METAL 


Designed originally for the U. S. Air 
Force—this tough and effective tool is 
now available for fire fighter and 
civilian use. 

Indestructible—all steel—one piece—this 
world’s finest CRASH AXE is fast replac- 
ing clumsy old style axes on all fire and 
crash equipment. 


1095 straight carbon steel; 
Weight, 2% pounds; 
Length, 15 inches; 

Hard rubber handle in- 
sulated for 20,000 volts 


The “AMERCO” CRASH AXE is scien- 
tifically balanced—has a terrific wield- 
ing force—is particularly suited for 
working in close quarters. 





Specifications : 








Write right now to: 


AMERICAN MERCANTILE CO.,INC. 


33 West 42nd Street. New York City 18 
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CAIRNS 


“FLINT-FLEX” 


Here’s the latest (No. 725) model of this sturdy 
plastic helmet, designed to take standard front 
pieces interchangeable with CAIRNS regulation 
leather or aluminum helmets. The rugged one- 
Piece construction with embossed reinforcing 
ribs is retained. The material is light—insulates 
against heat and electricity—resists crushing or 
fracture. And of course the FLINT FLEX HELMET 
has the removable snap-in CAIRNS CUSHION 
LINING. Prices are moderate—deliveries prompt. 
Write for Catalog 32. 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 


Outfitters to Firemen Since 1836 
(ALLWOOD), CLIFTON, N. J. 
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